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(RTC-Civil Case No. 2041 -24)

COMPLIANCE

Petitioner Municipality of Tago, Surigao del Sur ("Tago"), by counsel,

respectfully submits this Compliancel with attached Amended Petition for Review

dated August 3,2026,10 the Resolution dated July 16,2026,which petitioner received

on July 28,2026.

Petitioner clarifies that based on the receiving and the electronic copies of the
Petition for Review dated June 16,2026 (filed on June 19, 2026), the Position Paper
dated February 14, 2005 and the Memorandum dated February 27, 2026 were
attached to the Petition, although copies of available annexes were not attached to the
Position Paper,

Petitioner thus corrects the Petition for Review, by submitting an amended
Petition, as mandated by this Honorable Court.

PROVINCE OF SURIGAO OEL SUR

Office of the Secretary to the Sangguniang panlala rgan

Iet. No : 086-21 1 5832
Entail ossp@surigaodelsur. gov.ph

ossP-2646184

T

1 To the Resolution dated July 16,2026 which was received on Juty 28,2026.



Copies of this Compliance were filed with this Honorable Court and served
upon the other parties via accredited courier due to distance and time constraints
which render personal filing and service impractical and inefficient.

Respectfully submitted.

Makati City for Cagayan de Oro City, August7,2026

FORTUN NARVASA & SALAZAR
Counselfor Petitioner

23rd Floor, Multinational Bancorporation Centre

6805 Ayala Avenue, City of Makati, 1226 Philippines

Telephone No. (63 2) 8812-8670
info@fnslaw.com,ph

By:

ERRER
PTR No. 1 01 ; MakatiCity

IBP No.017795; -2026; Davao City Chapter
Roll of Attomeys No. 58882

MCLE Compliance Certificate No. Vl I l-0033520 ; 05-14-2025

PTR

IBP No.

No. 01-05-2026; Makati City

12-16-2025; CALMANA Chapter

Roll of Attorneys No. 77917

MC LE Compl iance Certificate No. Vl I l-0007242 ; 03-13-2024

HANS rr.nilk, s. cASTRo
PTR No. 10822853; 03-10-2026; MakatiCity

IBP No. 012988; 03-16-2026; Makati City Chapter
Roll of Attomeys No. 98074

MCLE Compliance in Progress (Passed 2025 Bar)

Cooies fumished:
(Explanation on the previous page)

RegionalTrial Court Branch 40

Hall of Justice, Quezon St., Cor. H. Serra St,,

Barangay Bungtod, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

Atty. Janissa Pia Delicona
City Legal Office, Tandag City Hall

Magsaysay Street, Purok Loverstree,
Barangay Awasian, Tandag City,

Surigao del Sur

Office of the Mayor of the City of Tandag
2nd Floor, Tandag City Hall, Magsaysay Street,

Purok Loverstree, Awasian, Bongtud,

Tandag City Surigao del Sur

2

Filinq and Seruice bv Accredited Courier



Office of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Province of Surigao del Sur
2nd Floor, Legislative Building, Capitol Hills

Barangay Telaje, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

VERIF!ED DECLARAT!ON

l, JOAQUIN GABRIEL B. FLORES hereby declare that the Compliance

submitted electronically in accordance with the Guidelines on Submission of Electronic

Copies of Pleadings and other Court Submissions Being Filed Before the Lower Court

is a complete and true copy of the document to be subsequently filed by via accredited

courier with the Court of Appeals - Cagayan De Oro City.

B. FLORES

Senior Associate

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me on this 7th day of August 2026,
affiantexhibiting to me his Driver's License No. N02-11-005564 valid until February

23,2032 as competent proof of his identity.

Doc. No. el_;
Page No. .V ;

Book No. t ;

Series of 2026.
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I ^ Appotntment No. M-217
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF APPEALS

Cagayan de Oro

IN THE MATTER OF CIVIL CASE NO.

2041.24 SETTLEMENT OF MUNICIPAL
BOUNDARY DISPUTE BETWEEN THE

MUNICIPALITIES OF TAGO AND
TANDAG (NOW CrrY OF TANDAG),
PROVINCE OF SURIGAO DEL SUR

MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO AS

represented bv Municipal Mayor Jelio
Val C. Laurente,

Petitioner,

-versus-

MUNTCTPALTTY OF TANDAG (NOW

crTY oF TANDAG),
Respondent.

CA-G,R. SP No. 13631-MIN
(RTC-Civil Case No. 2041 -24)

AMENDED PETITION FOR REVIEW

Petitioner Municipality of Tago, Surigao del Sur ("Tago"), by counsel,

respectfully states:

Nature of Case

1. This is a Petition for Review under Rule 42 of the Rules of Court seeking

to reverse the Decision dated April 15,2026 ("Decision"), and the Order dated May

19,2026 ("Order") issued by the Regional Trial Court Branch 40 - Tandag City (RTC)

in the exercise of its appellate jurisdiction in Civil Case No, 2041-2.

Certified True Copies of the Decision and the Order are attached as Annexes
A and B.

2. The RTC affirmed Resolution No, 1557-24 dated January 30, 2024
issued by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur ("SP"), which declared
that the disputed area of 309.1530 hectares, being claimed by both Barangay Victoria,

Tago and Barangay Rosario, Tandag (the "Disputed Area") forms part of the territorial
jurisdiction of the respondent City of Tandag, Surigao del Sur ("Tandag").



3. As will be explained below, the RTC seriously erred in affirming the
Resolution of the SP, particularly when it treated the 1967 Tandag Cadastre Cad-392-
D ("1967 Tandag lndex Map") as basis to reduce the land area of Tago.

fimeliness

4. Section 1, Rule 42of the Rules of Court states that a Petition for Review

must be filed within fifteen (15) days from notice of the decision sought to be reviewed

or of the denial of petitioner's motion for new trial or reconsideration filed in due time

after judgment, Upon proper motion and the payment of the full amount of the docket

and other lavyful fees, and the deposit for costs before the expiration of the

reglementary period, the Court of Appeals may grant an additional period of fifteen
(15) days within which to file the Petition for Review.

5, Petitioner Tago received the Order on May 20,2026. On June 3,2026,
the petitioner filed a Motion for Extension of Time to File Petition for Review and

requested an additional period of fifteen (15)days or untilJune 19, 2026,within which

to file its Petition for Review. The docket and other fees were likewise paid on even

date.

A copy of the Motion for Extension of Time to File Petition for Review dated

June 3. 2026 is attached Annex C.

Parties

6. Petitioner Tago is a municipality of the province of Surigao del Sur

created by virtue of Executive Order No. 41 dated November 6, 1918.1 lt is represented

by its Municipal Mayor, Hon. Jelio Val C. Laurente.

A copy of Resolution No. LP 193 dated June 16,2026 issued by the
Sangguniang Bayan of Tago authorizing Mayor Laurente to file this Petition, and the
undersigned law firm to handle this appeal as Tago's lead counsel is attached as
Annex D.

Note that while Resolution No. LP 193 authorized the undersigned to file this
Petition for and on behalf of Tago, it ratified the Motion for Extension of Time to File
Petition Review filed by Atty. Daniel L. Diaz of the Diaz Law Firm on June 3, 2026.

7. Respondent Tandag is a component city of Surigao del Sur converted
from municipality by virtue of Republic Act No. 9392 dated March 15,2OO7,with office
address at Tandag City Hall, Magsaysay Street, Purok Loverstree, Awasian, Bongtud,
Tandag City, Surigao del Sur, lt may be served with orders and notices through its City
Legal Office in the same address.

1 Enacted by Govemor-General Francis Burton Harrison ("Harrison,')
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Statement of Facts and Antecedent Proceedinqs

8. On November 6, 1918, Governor-General Francis Burton Harrison
(Harrison), issued Executive Order No. 41, which converted Tago into a town or
municipality. This EO was issued after several attempts to convert the town from barrio

under the jurisdiction of Tandag, to a municipality.z

A copy of Executive Order No. 41 is attached as Annex E.

9. Thereafter, the Municipal Councils of Tago and Tandag convened on

January 11, 1919 and adopted JointResolution No.4, which divides and delineates

the boundaries of each municipality for purposes of exercising territorialjurisdiction.

10. ln this Joint Resolution, Tago and Tandag agreed to establish the

boundary at the "existing road... which leads to Cambanting mountain," decreeing that

all waters falling toward the Tago side shall belong to the municipality.

11. For many years, Tago exercised peaceful occupation over the Disputed

Area based on the landmark established in Joint Resolution No. 4.

12. Yet, on December 16, 1967, the Director of Lands approved the

1967TandaglndexMap,whichcausedsubstantial
reduction to the land area of Tago. ln spite of this, Tago was able to formally annotate

its claim over the Disputed Area in the 1967 Tandag Cadastal Map. Said annotation

states "claimed by the Municipality of Tago."

13. On February 16, 1981, the Sangguniang Bayan of Tandag passed

Resolution No. 88-81. ln that Resolution, the respondent acknowledged and admitted

that while "the original boundary.,. is kilometer 6 to Cambanting Mountain," it
unilaterally chose to "settle down" to the highway crossing as it believed the highway

was a "better boundary."

14. Geographically, Tago is located in the central part of the province of
Surigao del Sur, facing the Pacific Ocean. lt is bounded in the north by Tandag, on the

northwest by the Municipality of Bayabas and on the south by the Municipalities of

2 By way of background, the Municipality of Tago was first created in 1865 under the Maura Law of the Spanish Regime.

After three (3) years, the municipali$ was reverted to a barrio status. Again, on August 23, 1883, Tago was declared a
municipality when it transferred out of the Daang Lungsod (Old Town), a place often flooded, to a place called Laguna.

As the Philippine Revolution broke out in 1896, the Tago reverted back to barrio status under the jurisdiction of Tandag.

ln the middle of the First World War, the people of Tago clamored political independence ftom the then Municipality of
Tandag.2 Hence, in the summer of 1916, the local leaders of Tago submitted a signed petition to the Municipal Council

of Tandag to seek independence from Tandag.z To gain more support, this resolution was sent directly to the Provincial

Board of Surigao, which in turn endorsed it to the Governor General in Manila.2 On November 6, 1918, Govemor-General
Hanison issued EO No. 141 (Source: https://taqo.qov.oh/aboutus-2/history/, Last seen on June 15,2026.
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Cagwait and Marihatag. Tago's estimated land area consists of 343.52 square
kilometers, which is about 7.55Yo of the total provincial area of Surigao del Sur.

15. On October 12,2004, Tago issued Resolution No. 161 series of 2004
entitled "Resolution Requesting the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur to

Settle the Raging Boundary Dispute Between the Municipalities of Tago and Tandag."

Said Resolution initiated the proceedings before the Sangguniang Panlalawigan in

accordance with Section 118(b) of the Local Government Code (LGC) or RA 6170.

Section 1 18(b) provides:

Section 118. Jurisdictional Responsibility for Settlement of Boundary Dispute.

- Boundary disputes between and among local government units shall, as much

as possible, be settled amicably. To this end:

(b) Boundary disputes involving two (2) or more municipalities within the same

province shall be referred for settlement to the sangguniang panlalawigan

concerned.

A copy of Resolution No. 161 series of 2004 is attached as Annex F.

16. On December 6, 2004, a preliminary conference was conducted by the

Committee on Boundary Settlement, wherein the parties were required to submit their

respective Position Papers within thirty (30) days.

17. After a grant of additional time to file its Position Paper, Tago filed its

Position Paper on February 14,2005.

A copy of Tago's Position Paper is attached as Annex G. Note that the

undersigned was not furnished copies of Exhibits D, E, and F of the Position Paper

despite previous request.

18. On March 29,2005, Tandag filed its Position Paper. On June 20, 2005,

Tandag filed an Addendum to its Position Paper.

A copy of Tandag's Addendum to its Position Paper is attached as Annex H.

19. A decade has passed without the boundary dispute being resolved,
hence, on January 13,2015, Tago passed Resolution No. PB-009, series of 2015
entitled "Resolution Earnestly requesting the Honorable Members of the SP to settle
the lmpending lssue on Boundary Dispute between Municipality of Tago and the City
of Tandag lodged before the SP in the Year 2004 and Requesting Further to Expedite
its Final Settlement." Said resolution urged the SP to finally resolve the long-standing
boundary dispute between Tago and Tandag.

A copy of Resolution No. PB-009 dated January 13, 201s is attached as Annex
t.
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20. On February 10, 2015, the SP issued Resolution No.777-15 entitled
'Requesting the Sangguniang Panlungsod of the City of Tandag and the Sangguniang
Bayan of the Municipality of Tago, all this province, to furnish the SP their respective
supporting Documents relative to the boundary dispute between the Municipality of
Tago, Surigao del Sur and the City of Tandag, this province, in aid of legislation."

A copy of SP Resolution No. 777-15 dated February 10,2015 is attached as

Annex J.

21. 0n June 6,2023, the Committee on Boundary and Settlement directed

the parties to submit additional evidence, pleadings and other documents to

supplemenUsupport their respective claims for consideration of the SP within fifteen
(15) days.

22. On June 29,2023, Tandag submitted its Supplemental Position Paper

23. On December 12,2023, the Committee on Boundary and Settlement

issued the Committee Report, the dispositive portion of which reads:

WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, the 309.1530 hectares

land described in the Boundary and lndex Map of Tandag Cadastre

Cad,392-D, Case 4, Parcel 1 is part of Barangay Rosario, Tandag

City,

A copy of Committee Report dated December 12,2023 is attached as Annex

24. On January 30,2024, the SP adopted the findings of the Committee on

Boundary and Settlement and issued Resolution No. 1557-24, entitled "Adopting the

Decision of the Committee on Boundary and Settlement of the 20th Sanggunlang

Panlalawigan, this province, ln the matter of settlement of municipal boundary dispute

between the Municipality of Tago and City of Tandag."

A copy the SP's Resolution No. 1557-24 is attached as Annex L.

25. On February 21,2024, a Notice of Promulgation was issued by the
Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Panlalawigan, which set the promulgation to March 5,

2024.

A copy of the Notice of Promulgation dated February 21,2024 is attached as
Annex M.

26. Thereafter, the petitioner filed its Motion for Reconsideration dated
March 20,2024 to assail the decision of the SP shown in Resolution No. 1557-24.

A copy of Tago's Motion for Reconsideration dated March 20,2024 is attached
as Annex N.

K.
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27. Subsequently, the SP denied the aforementioned Motion for
Reconsideration through its Resolution No, 1851-24 dated April 8, 2024 entitled
"Denying the Motion for Reconsideration of the Municipality of Tago on the Decision
of the Committee on Boundary and Settlement of the 20m Sangguniang Panlalawigan,
this Province in the Matter of Settlement of Municipal Boundary Dispute Between the
Municipality of Tago and City of Tandag,"

A copy of Resolution No. 1851-24 dated April 8, 2024is attached as Annex O.

28. Due to this denial, Tago filed a Notice of Appeal dated May 2, 20241o
elevate the matter to the RTC, pursuant to Section 119 of the LGC,

A copy of the Notice of Appeal dated May 2, 2024 is attached as Annex P.

29. ln the Order dated May 6, 2024, the SP, through the Committee on

Boundary Dispute, gave due course to the Notice of Appeal.

A copy of the Order dated May 6, 2024 is attached as Annex Q.

30. Furthermore, the SP issued Resolution No. 1934-24, Series of 2024
adopting the Order dated May 6, 2024 of the Committee on Boundary Dispute.

A copy of Resolution No. 1934-24, Series ot2024 is attached as Annex R.

31. On February 5, 2026, the RTC issued a Notice of Appealed Case,

directing the parties to file their respective memoranda,

A copy of the Notice of Appealed Case dated February 5,2026 is attached as

Annex S.

32. On February 27,2026, Tago filed its Memorandum in compliance with

the RTC's directive.

A copy of the Tago's Memorandum dated February 27,2026 is attached as

Annex T. Note that this Memorandum has no attachments as it only made reference

to the Position Paper dated Februarv 14, 2005.

33. Likewise, Tandag filed its Memorandum on March 13,2026.

A copy of the Tandag's Memorandum dated March 13,2026 is attached as

Annex U.

34. On April 15,2026, the RTC issued the Decision, the dispositive portion

of which reads:

6



WHEREFORE, Resolution No. 1557-24 dated January 30,2024 ol
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao de Sur is AFFIRMED.

The disputed 309.1530 hectares is hereby DECLARED to form part

of the territorial jurisdiction of the City of Tandag. Thus, the

authority to impose, assess, and collect local taxes, regulatory
fees, and real property taxes within the disputed area shall pertain

to the City of Tandag.

SO ORDERED

35. Having received the Decision on April 16,2026, Tago filed a Motion for

Reconsideration on May 4,2026 to challenge the Decision.

A copy of the Motion for Reconsideration dated May 4, 2026 is attached as

Annex V.

36. On May 12,2026, Tandag filed its CommenUOpposition to the Motion

for Reconsideration of Tago.

A copy of the CommenU Opposition is attached as Annex W.

37. ,

May 1 2,2026.
On May 20,2026, Tago filed its reply to the CommenUOpposition dated

A copy of Tago's Reply/ Comment dated May 20, 2026 is attached as Annex

38. ln an Order dated May 19,2026, the RTC denied the Motion for
Reconsideration, the dispositive portion of which reads:

WHEREFORE, premises considered, the Motion for
Reconsideration filed by petitioner-appellant Municipality of Tago is

hereby DENIED for lack of merit.

39. Hence, this Petition

Assrqmed ofErqs

WHETHER THE RTC ERRED IN SOLELY RELYING ON

THE 1967 TANDAG CADASTRE TO RESOLVE THE

BOUNDARY DISPUTE BETWEEN TAGO AND
TANDAG.

x.

t.

7



WHETHER THE RTC ERRED IN NOT CONSIDERING
THE HISTORICAL AND DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
PRESENTED BY TAGO.

WHETHER THE RTC ERRED IN ALLOWING THE SP

TO FIX THE "CRITICAL DATE'' OF DISPUTE TO 1980,

DESPITE THE FACT THAT TAGO HAD EARLIER
ESTABLISHED ITS OCCUPATION OVER THE

DISPUTED AREA AS EARLY AS 1918 WHEN TAGO

WAS CREATED.

40. Historical evidence of boundary has primacy overthe 1967 Tandag
Cadastre. At the time of the creation of Tago, the Philippines was still under the

occupation of the American regime. Thus, the Philippines was under the Philippine

Autonomy Act of 1916 or the Jones Law.

41. At the time of issuance of Executive Order No. 41 creating Tago, the

law did not yet treat the establishment of political subdivisions as an exclusive power

of the legislative branch. The power to determine and delineate political subdivisions

was then vested to the Governor-General (equivalent to the President of the

Philippines) as stated in Act No. 2711 or the 1917 Revised Administrative Code.

42. Section 68 of the 1917 Revised Administrative Code reads:

SECTI0N 68. General authority of (Govemor-General) President

of the Philippines to fix boundaries and make new subdivisions. -
The (Govemor-General) President of the Philippines may by
executive order define the boundary, or boundaries, of any
province, subprovince, municipality,[townshipl municipal
district, or other political subdivision, and increase or
diminish the territory comprised therein, may divide any
province into one or more subprovinces, separate any
political division other than a province, into such portions as
may be required, merge any of such subdivisions or portions
with another, name any new suMivision so created, and may
change the seat of government within any subdivision to such
place therein as the public welfare may require: Provided, That
the authorization of the (Philippine Legislature) National Assembly
of the Philippines shall first be obtained whenever the boundary of
any province or subprovince is to be defined or any province is to
be divided into one or more subprovinces. When any action by the
(Governor-General) President of the Philippines in accordance
herewith makes necessary a change of the territory under the
jurisdiction of any administrative officer or any judicial officer, the
(Governor-General) President of the Philippines, with the
recommendation and advice of the head of the Department having

8
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executive control of such officer, shall redistrict the territory of the
several officers affected and assign such officers to the new
districts so formed.

Upon the changing of the limits of political divisions in pursuance

of the foregoing authority, an equitable distribution of the funds and

obligations of the divisions thereby affected shall be made in such

manner as may be recommended by the (lnsular Auditor) Auditor

General and approved by the (Governor-General) President of the

Philippines. (Emphasis supplied)

43. Essentially, the separation and division, including the determination of

boundaries of municipalities, are within the powers of the Executive Department,

through the Governor General. As a result, the people of Tago, directly petitioned

Governor-General Harrison to convert Tago from a barrio back into a municipality.

44. This clamor to be independent from Tandag was heeded by Governor-

General Harrison as he issued Executive Order No. 41, which provides:

Whereas many of the inhabitants of the former municipality of Tago

have petitioned that the same be separated from the present

municipality of Tandag, Province of Surigao, and reorganized into

an independent municipality;

Now, therefore, pursuant to the provisions of section sixty-eight of
the Revised Administrative Code, the nine municipalities of the

Province of Surigao as established by section thirty-eight of the

said Adminishative Code are hereby increased to ten by separating

the former municipality of Tago from the present municipality of
Tandag and reorganizing the same into an independent

municipality.

The municipality of Tandag shall consist of its present
territory less the territory comprised in the former municipality
of Tago. The municipality of Tago shall consist of the territory
comprised in the former municipality of Tago. (Emphasis

supplied)

The organization herein made shall take effect on January first,

nineteen hundred and nineteen. (Emphasis supplied)

45. From the foregoing, it is clear that Executive Order No. 41 recognizes

that there was already a definite boundary between Tandag and Tago. The former

metes and bounds of the municipality of Tago follow the scope of the old municipality

when it transferred out of the Daang Lungsod to Laguna.

Thus, a mere cadastral survey, such as the 1967 Tandag Cadastre, cannot
supersede the earlier established tenitory of Tago as provided in E0 No, 41. The
establishment of earlier territory is proven by Municipal Base Map of Tago, Municipal
Base Map of Tandag, Provincial Base Map of Surigao del Sur, tax declarations issued
by Tago to its residents, admissions by Tandag through Resolution No. 88-81 passed

I



by the Sangguniang Bayan of Tandag, business permits issued by Tago within the
Disputed Area, and various affidavits from the residents of the Disputed Area.

46, The 1967 Tandag Cadastre does not bind Tago since the critical
period should be reckoned as early as 1918 when Tago was created, or atJast
in 1919 when Joint Resolution ilo. 4 was signed. With due respect, the RTC

skongly relied on the 1967 Tandag Cadastre in determining the boundaries of Tago

and Tandag. For the RTC, the 1967 Tandag Cadastre constitutes the more reliable

technical evidence on the present record based on the RTC's own conclusion that the

critical period for purposes of this boundary dispute was in 1980.3

47. We beg to disagree. The 1967 Tandag Cadastre bears little to no

evidentiary weight, since the survey was done, and thus the document was produced

only after Tago has been created in 1918 through Executive Order No. 41.

48. ln Municipality of Makati v. Municipality of Taquiq,+ the Supreme Court

defined critical period as the period when the dispute has crystalized:

Since We are dealing here with mostly historical evidence, We

also apply by analogy the concept of "critical date" from public

international law. A doctrine often used in resolvinq territorial

disputes, critical date means that point in time when the dispute

has crvstallized, The critical date acquires much significance in
that acts performed by the parties after the critical date to bolster

their respective claims are accorded little to no probative value,

unless they are a normal continuation of prior acts and not

undertaken merely to improve their legal position. (Emphasis

supplied)

Here, We fix the critical date on January 31 , 1990, the date when

Proclamation No, 518, s, of 1990 was issued. While the territorial

row has been brewing prior to this date, it can be said that the

territorial dispute crystallized when President Aquino issued the

second assailed proclamation. (Emphasis supplied)

49. Proclamation No, 518 series of 1990 in the case of Makati v, Taquiq

refers to the exclusion of the following Barangays from military reservations: Cembo,

South Cembo, West Rembo, East Rembo, Comembo, Pembo, and Pitogo.

50. The Makati v. Taouiq case highlights that a cadastral survey prepared

after the critical date of dispute only proves that it was intended to strenothen the

adverse claim of one political subdivision's over the other. In said case, the City of
Makati prepared and made a cadastral survey after the critical date of Januarv 31.

1990. or specificallv on Februarv 14. 1994. Thus, in disregarding said survey, the
Supreme Court said:

3 Page 5, Assailed Decision
a G.R. N0.235316, December 1,2021
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Makati counters that the cadastral maps submitted by Taguig are

not political boundary surveys, which indicate the extent of a local
govemment unit's tenitory. Rather, the most significant example of
a political boundary survey in this case is the numerical cadastral
survey of Makati, approved by the DENR-NCR RegionalTechnical

Director on February 14, 1994.

We are not persuaded,

The numerical cadastral survey of Makati was preoared and

approved after the critical date on January 31, 1990. lndeed , it was

executed after Taguig commenced the present tenitorial dispute

case on November 22, 1993. Common sense dictates that such

has been drawn precisely to improve Makati's claim over the

disputed area, especially since previous cadashal surveys

undoubtedly show that Fort Bonifacio was situated outside its
territorial jurisdiction. lt is thus of scarce probative value.

51. Since Tago was established in 1918 through EO N0.41, and it has

historically exercised jurisdiction over the Disputed Area since then, the critical period

should be reckoned as early as 1918. Thus, the implementation of the 1967 cadastral

survey, and the consequent to the execution of 1967 Tandag lndex Map are

considered post critical period acts intended to bolster Tandag's claims. The 1967

Tandag lndex Map has no probative value and cannot be the basis in ruling that the

Disputed Area entirely belongs to Tandag.

52. As alleged in Tago's Position Paper and various pleadings before the
RTC, Tago and Tandag entered into Joint Resolution No. 4 in 1919, wherein both

municipalities recognized the creation of Tago as a municipality independent from

Tandag.

53. The foregoing is consistent with the fact that even the 1967 Tandag

lndex Map contains an adverse claim of Tago, which was duly annotated thereon.

54. Evidence presented by the petitioner must be weighed againstthe
admrcsions of fhe respondent Throughout the adjudication of this case before the
SP, the petitioner had presented historical accounts of actual people residing in the
Disputed area, and recognizing the same to be part of Tago.

We attach an Affidavit dated January 16, 2005 executed by the residents of
Barangay Victoria, wherein said residents affirmed that the Disputed Area, particularly

the area around Sitio Cambating, has traditionally been recognized as part of Tago.

These testimonies offer firsthand accounts and collective memory supporting Tago's

claim, demonstrating a community consensus on the boundary's historical placement.

A copy of Affidavit dated January 16, 2005 is attached as Annex X.

55. Conversely, Resolution No, 88-81 (Annex L of the Memorandum) is an

explicit recognition by Tandag that the Disputed Area belongs to Tago:
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"WHEREAS, by natural stroke of good luck, Tandag was made the
capital town of the province of Surigao del Sur, thus, being the
capital town, it became therefore the [unintelligible] window of the
province, and as such, it should be the concerned of all citizens to

make it free from any bad image or from being maligned like having

boundary conflict. lt is for this reason, that although the original
boundary between Tandag and Tago is kilometer 6 to
Cambating Mountain, the municipality of Tandag seftles down
to the highway crossing; claiming jurisdiction only on the side of
Tandag for there is no better boundary than a permanent landmark

which is the highway crossing between Tandag and Tago;

(Emphasis supplied)

WHEREAS, there was actually no disoute before

between those municipalities considering that such municipality

respected the boundary between them, The true boundary
existed from Kilometer 6 passing Victoria [unintelligiblel to
Cambating and mountain ranges. This is so because of the
agreement between the municipalities of Tandag and Tago in
joint session of both Councils xxx" (Emphasis supplied)

56. Thus, aside from the affidavits of residents of Tago, there was a clear

acknowledgment that the original boundary between the two municipalities was

'Kilometer 6 passing Victoria to Cambating and mountain ranges" and this is bolstered

by own admissions of the residents in the Disputed Area. With dure respect,

Respondent just conveniently adjusted its boundary to include the Disputed Area

through the conduct of the 1967 cadastral survey.

57. Missing Annexes. ine
theSP. The undersigned law firm was just

recently appointed as counsel of this case. lmmediately after its services were sought,

the undersigned released letter requests to the Sanggunian Panlalawigan Secretary

and RTC Branch 40- Tandag. However, while copies of the Position Paper,

Memorandum, and other documents were already provided to the undersigned, said

Position Paper did not contain complete an+ annexes, even if said paper mentions

Annexes A, B, up to P-4.

58. The following were the missing annexes in the Position Paper:

Annex Description
D Municioal Base Map of Taqo

E Municiod Aase Mao

F Provincia Uap of Su

59. The foregoing documents are crucial to this Appeal, as they constitute
proofs of historical claim of Tago Given this. Petitioner intends to

xxx

Rule 42
Section 7 of the Rules of Court. at the proper time.

12



Copies of letter requests for documents of the undersigned and the response
of the SP are attached as Annexes Y, Y-l, and Y-2. We were informed that the staff
of Municipality of Tago, Ms. Sheela P. Badiang, was not able to have our letter to the
RTC Branch 40- Tandag stamped by the said court, but our correspondence can be
proven by the fact that certified true copies of the Decision and Order were released
by the RTC on June 16,2026.

Filinq and Seruice bv Accredited Courier

Copies of this Amended Petition for Review were filed with this Honorable Court

and served upon the other parties via accredited courier due to distance and time

constraints, which render personal filing and service impractical and inefficient.

Re/iefs

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully prayed that this Honorable Court reverse and

set aside the Decision dated April 15, 2026 and the Order dated May 19, 2026, and

issue a new one assigning/awarding the disputed area of 309.1530 hectares in favor

of the Municipality of Tago, Surigao del Sur.

Other equitable reliefs are likewise prayed for

Makati City for Cagayan de Oro City, Auqust 3, 2026.

FORTUN NARVASA & SALAZAR
Counse/ for Petitioner

23rd Floor, Multinational Bancorporation Centre
6805 Ayala Avenue, City of Makati, 1226 Philippines

Telephone No. (63 2)8812-8670
com.ph

ERRER
PTR No. 1 01 ; MakatiCity

IBP No. 01 Davao City Chapter
Roll of Attomeys No. 58882

MCLE Compliance Certificate No. Vl il-0033520; 05-14-2025

By

J
PTR No.

FLORES
;; 01-05-2026; Makati City

IBP No. 566487; 12-16-2025; CALMANA Chapter
Roll of Attomeys No. 77917

MC LE Co m pl iance Certificate No. V lll-0001 242; 03- 13-2024
I

1

HANS.roil., s. cASTRo
PTR No. 10822853; 03-10-2026; MakatiCity

IBP No. 012988; 03-16-2026; Makati City Chapter
Roll of Attorneys No. 98074

MCLE Compliance in progress (passed 2025 Bar)
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Cooies fumished:
(Explanation on the previous page)

RegionalTrial Court Branch 40
Hall of Justice, Quezon St., Cor. H, Serra St.,

Barangay Bungtod, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

Atty. Janissa Pia Delicona
City Legal Office, Tandag City Hall

Magsaysay Street, Purok Loverstree,
Barangay Awasian, Tandag City,

Surigao del Sur

Office of the Mayor of the Cig of Tandag
2nd Floor, Tandag City Hall, Magsaysay Street,

Purok Loverstree, Awasian, Bongtud,

Tandag City Surigao del Sur

Office of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Province of Surigao del Sur
2nd Floor, Legislative Building, Capitol Hills

Barangay Telaje, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

14



VERI FICATION AND CERTI FI CATION

I, JEUO VAL C. I*lUREilfq Filipino, of lqal age, Municipal Mayor of the Municipality d Tago,
Surqm d $ur, and duly afifprized fcr this purposo pursuant to $angguniang Bayan Rosolutbn tS, LP-
193 datod June 16, 2026, after having

boon snom in mcsdanoe w{h lafl, depe and state hat:

1, I sn tp duly elmtd Munlcipal Mayu of tho Municipolity of
tte Poffiiorw in he furrying Amended Petition fur Review, and I am

Vsrificolion md CertfrcaUon on its hhalf as evidenced by a copy of ttts

No. LP-193 datd June 10,2026.

Tago, Surigao del $rr, sfitd! b
fte authorizd to exeflrls EB
&rqguniang Mya4 Rosdufofi

2, I hoo musd tre preparation ard filing of $e furegoing Amended Peiltiqr for Re$orr on

Pefitbn and affit
knwffi andlor

4. I corfirm fiat he furcgoing Amended Petition is not beirg filed to hanass, c*tso
unrpmssary dday, or nesdlffisly hcmse the coet of litigation; and that the fadual allqatms fiereln
haw wktentiary erpport or, if so speciflcafly klenfffied, will also have evklentiary s{rpport aftsr a
rcaamaHe opptrr*ty fur dismvery.

5. The ilfrrnkipality of Tago has not commenoed any olhsr ec'tion or proceeding involving the
str?E issues befors fie Supreme Cqrrt, he Court of Appeals, or any otru murt, tbunal, or aprsy.

6. To tha bostof rny knovledge, no such action or proceeding is pending before tre $uprwne
Court, $e Cowt of Appmls, 0r any court, tibunal, or agency.

7. Shotid I hsreafier lsam hat a similar action or proceedirg has been filod ort is perdfg
ffito any eurrt, ffiunal, or agoncy, I undertske to inftrm ilTie Honorabh Court wiffrin fr\E t5) mls&r
epfiffit ruch knowldge.

lsay noftirg furttmr.

JELIO
Muniapal Mayar,

t
of Tago, Sungaodd Sur

SUBtrcruBED Atl0 SW0RN before mefil$ 0g ffi d Auguet 20S in Tago,

3. I have read and undsr$od all the mntents in he furegoing fuiended
hd all alhgnkr conhird ilrereln am true and conect based on my pemonal
quftorfrc records.

affiant personally appoarirs befoe me ard eldribitlng to mo hie Drive/s Licensg No. LOS
conpffitt wiJerm of H€frrtty. . d,t

$rigao
12-0m91

dd $tr,
0mhis

Dm No,ZG;
Page lb.tu

IM:Book No.

Series of 2026,

tie o{TffifsE

ltafilhuand Cagrait {*Sw,*dgr
t.!....1,! *ti m+,trxx

&di;r:i: ,huriarY t, $ISw$ Hffsti€t Ii' 2ffi7

40il.l*ruhff 65?3eJUry l?'St{, ----
Uf m, fm*r Wt t$??t$ l@b{r S, ffm 6f Imf

$f,krntstr:4$3{t hoeuba tt, ng251q Xffit:l

ECIE t$EihILu I{',. Vfifii$S$I rrlii rell,+{il i1, t0$

ll${utu



ANI{EX
FORIT'TI }IARVASA & SALAZAR

, .:. ,.. I :i , 
;

Repubiic of the Philippines

Susrcme 6our$

I lth Judicial Region, BRANCH 4A, Tandag City
Hall of Justice, Quezon St. cor. H. Serra St., Brgy. Bungtod, Tandag City

**,,f;#,I' 6;lfff i',?,ff#;f#:;; {i' 6 5 3 s 5 t

M{ THE MATTER OF
SETTI*EMENIT OF MUNICIPAL
BOUNDARY DISPUTE BETWEEN
THE MUNICIPALIfiES OF TAGO
.aIvD TANDAG (NOV/ CXTy OF
TANDAG), TFrrS PR.O\nNCE,

MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO
P etiti on e r-Appe lla nt,

CIVL CASE NC. 2041.24

-Lter5fr{s-

MUNICXPAI.ITY OF TA,NDA.G
(hrow crTY GF TANDAG),

Regondent-Appelke.

Filed befote this Co,.iEt is s:r appeai b1 petitioner-appellant l'{':nicipalifi' of Tago

assailing Resoludon No. 1557-2+ datea. januaq' 3t.2A24 cf &e Sangguniang Fanlaiau,igaa of

Surigae de1 Sur, v'hich determined that the ciisputed 309.1530 hectares area lies x,ithin the

territorial ju:risdiction of respocdent-appeilee City of Tandag.

PetitioneraPpellant seeks the rc.rersal of the Resolution arguigg taa1 tire Sangguniaag

. Padalawlgan erred in disrega:lding City of Tandag's alleged admissicn agalfi.st lilterest ur the

Sangguniang Bayar of Tandag Resolution No. 88-81, dated Febrtan 16, i981. The assailed

tesoludon reiected petitioner's theory that the original boundaii'iies at Riloneiin'6 to Caa*ating

Mwntain pursuant to an allegedJoiat Resoiutioa No. 4, Seiies of 19i9 befirreen dre \'Iumcipal

Counciis of Tago andTardag.

A.rI
.the Saagguniang Pankla*rgaa of Sixigao dei Sur Resclutioa No. i557-24

Cadastrai l,,Iap (Cad-392-D'; as conroilhg. It ciismissed petidonerrs
I

evidence and xrbi:ir:arili' ap"giie<i th.e so-calle d Critical D ate D oarine.arrd

i
f

I



Pe ti ti o n er -,App eI I an f s,Lrgum en t s

Fetitioner-appellant anchors its daim principatly on the theoqy that after the creation

of Tago undet Executive Order No. 4i., the Municipal Counciis of Tago and Tandag executed

a cortemporaneous Joint Resolution No. 4, dated Janury 11,,1919, supposedly fxing the

common boundaq, at the "ex'istingroad hadingto CambatingMountain". All watets ftlting toward

the Tago side belongs to the 1\{unicipafi.ty of Tago.

Petitioner refers firrther on Resolution No. 88-81, dated Februaty 16, 1981 of the then

Sangguniaag Bayan of Tandag which ailegediy admitted that the "original ltoundarl" between

the municipalities $/as at "kil.orzeter 6 to CambatingMoantain".

Although later, Tandrg purportedly "sefrled doun to tlte higbwry crwsing" instead because

it uras o'a bstter boandary". Petitioner also relies on assessor certifications, tax declarations,

permits, affidavits, maps, and certain legislative teferences, including RA. No. 8139, a-s ptoof

of its asserted histodcal and admrnistrative iurisdiction over the disputed area.

R e spon den t-Appell e e's Argum en ts

Respondent-appeliee, on &e other haad, rnamains &at the assailed Resolution No.

1557-24 dated J*o*y 30, 2A2+, rvas r.alidlv issued pirrsuaiit to tire authority of the

Sanggr::riang Panlala$i€au uader ttre Locnl Governrneiit Code. Respoadent coatepds that the

boundar)' determination rests on official cadastrzl slua,e,vs and technical govemmerrt records

which coastitute the most rreliabie ertdeace of territorial boundaries. Petitioner's reliance cn

muaicipal rcsolutions, tax declatations, permits, affidavits, and othet administrad...e acts is

Lgrliy misplaced.

Respondent-appellee counters that the territodai boundaries bera-eeo local government

units must be determined by the larr cteating tlrem and by au&otitative tecirnical recotd"". not

b), iocal resolutions or iong practice of administrztive acts. It emphasiees that tJre Tandag

Cadastre (Cad-392-D), approved by the Director of Lancis in i967. for:r.s part of the off,cral

techoical tecotds of the governmert and was prcperiv reliecl upoll br tlie Sangguniang

Panlalawigan

further asseits that the alieged 1919 Joint Resolution was ne!'er

autheaticated ia eviderce before the pror"incial bodlr. Petitioner rvas

-"tx it:-

clERt(

, .. , .,

J
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afforded fiill opporninity to presert its side during the administrative proceeding but

unfornurateiy failed otherwise.

Essentially, petitioner-appellant argues that the Sangguniang Panlalawigari committed

gmve etot in tesolving the boundary dispute by disi',egatd;ng Crt/ of Tandag's otrvlr admissions

and televant histodcal documents, misiaterpretjng the 1919 Agreement andJoiat Resolution,

and effoneously reiectrng Tago's documenrxlr and testimonial evidence.

It Ls likewise claim that the assailed Resolution violated due process by failing to

specificaliy er,zhrate such evidence. It uridoraly f,xed the critical date at 1980 despite

indications that the dispute *edy adsen earlier. It wrong[y held that Tandagrs evideoce

prevails &rough mlsapplication of iurisprudence orr cadastral maps a;ordar- undue reliance on

geaeml stattrtoty provisions orrer Tago's proof of actual historical iurisdiction and legislative

recognition under R.A. No. 8139.

frTS C US SN CA{,4A[D RE S OL UTX AN

The findines of the Saflegu?iane Pafllaiau/isaln actiliEi withifl its statuton'.

comoetence are e:rtitled tc lgseggt v,,hen siiQ,pofied bv substantial e..,idence.

R.epublic Act No. 7160 gtants ?x er.palde<i role otr the Saaggrirdarg Pa*lalawtgan

coscemed in resoh.ing cases of m-enicipal bounda::i. disi:utes. Aside ftom having the function

of bringing t}.e contending parties together a:rd inten ening or assisting in tire arnicabie

settlement of the case, the Saaggiimang Faalalar.r"rgan is nou' specifically vested with origlnal

iurisdiction to actually hear ancl decide the diqpute in accordance u.ith the irrocedures iaid

dow:n in *re 1aw aad its implemeati:rg nries and regulatioas.l

It is setded that fachral &.,iiogu of ad:niaistraive bodies actirig ntthia tJre sphere of

their competence are accorded respect and'urhen supported by subsrantid evidence, are

genemlly binding upon the courts. Judicial terrierv does not authodze the court to substitute

its own iudgmeat fot that of the adrrrrnistradve bod,v absent a cleat shorling of grar.'e

misappreciation of facts, misapplication of law-, ot a;rbitmriness,

I.

J

c'il CL

of Aritao, G.R. No. 140414, September 21,zao7t5.



TT Terr:toriai boundaries bet'veen iocal government units are cieter:rined by lau'

and authodtative technical record.s- not b), unilateral local acts or fl. trctuating

adrninistrative oractice.

-

As the law creating a municipality fixes its boundaries, settlement of bouodary disputes

benveen muaicipaiities is facilitated by carying into effect the Ia'nr that created them. ,\ay

alteration of boundaries that is not in accordaace with the law creating a municipaliry is not

the carrving into effect of that law but its amendmeat, which only the Coagress can do.z

The boundary of a muorcipahty ot city is not fixed by &e unilateral acts of local

officials, not by the meie passage of loca1 resoiutions, nor by the exerrise of axatioa or other

administrztive fiinctions o1€r a coatested area. Municipal boundaries are flo.atte$ of public law.

Th.y must be determined ftom the larx,' crea+ing the political subdir.isions coacemed. The

legislatir.e intent underlying such law aad competent technical evidence teflective of official

govefi une{rt deteunination.

Therefore, petitioner-appellant's reliance on tax deciarations, certifications, permits,

affidavits, resident petitioirs, and similar acts of administration does oot cafln' the force

petitioner attributes to them. Such acts may show that petitroner asserted authorit'; o.rer i&e

area but they do riot corrclusrrely establish that such authority was LgaXv coffect.

Adrn:nisuative acts, no matr-er hon'1orrg conti::ued carnot preiraii orret authcritative technical

a:rd ca&strai reccrds ia the deterrninadon o{ mr:riicipal bouadaries.

The sam.e is true with respegf ro $ntrggutia::.g Baran cf Taridag P.esr:ludor: No. 88-8i,

dated Febnrary 16, 1981. E"ren gizr:.ting ihat said iesoiuioir contains statemens coaceming

an aileged origrnal bouadary-, it rem.ains a local iegrslatir-e act ancl caflilot, b'r itself, i.Slly

esAblish, dter, or delimit the teffiitodal bcundarv befiveen local govenrment ulits.

At tle floost, it is an errideatarri ciicuaistairce to be nreigheC togediet with the totaiiq,'

of the record. It cannot override off;ciat cadastral aad teclnicai dete-rminaticns-

u1.

r
autheatication in &e admhistrative ploceedir:gs.

vs. Municipaiity of ft4arcos, 6.R. No. r69435, February 27, 2oo8 citing Muiricipality of

./;

The allegeci 19-19 Joiat Resolutioa caaaggbe acqorded ro-r:'cr:olling eridendaq/

of



Petitioner-appellant's theory subsantially rests on a joint Resolution No. 4, Series of
1919, purportedly executed by the N{unicipal Councils of Tago and Tandag. The same allegedly

fixed their common boundary at t}le "existing road bading to CambaangMcuntain".

Howevet, rcspondent-appellee argues that no copy of such document was e\rer

fomrally presented and authenticated before the Sangguniang Panlalamgan during the

administrative prcceedinpp. ,tnd on the basis of tire recotds on appeal before this Court,

petitioner-appeilant has not also convincio$y shown otherwise.

A court consiciers only evidence that is properly identified, authenticated rvhen

required, and fornrally offered for a sated purpose.3

A review-iag coufr cannot overhrrn an administrative detemination of a municipal

boundary oa the basis of a document whose existence, conterlts, due execudon, and formal

prcsentation in the proceedings are not satlsfactorily established. Where the precise text aod

legal effect of a supposed historical resolution are central to the claim, mere refereaces to the

<iocument or derivative statements attributed to it cannot substitute for competent proof.

Evea assuming arguendo that the alieged histodcal resolutioa once existed, petitioner-

appellant's descriptions of the supposed bouadaq; - "existing rwd kadirg to Cambating Alauntair,

Kiloffieter 6, and Cambating A,Im;tait" - do not, shnding done, coastitute a sufficiently defirrite

technical description capable of i:re.:a{ing over dr:lr; approvecl cadastral recorcis.

In boundary cofltroversies, .,-ague or shifting iristorical descripioas cafilot displace

officral technical. sufveys absent a cLear,coffipetert, and p.g1su2si.,-e Proof.

The 1,967 Taridag Caciasue (ead-392I) constrtutes the more teliable technical

evidence ori thgpleseflt iecorct,
..i;..:

nr.

In lv{unicipaiity of N{akati -:s. }{iiaicipatitr- of T^g.rg, t}e Suprerne Court pronounced

that it considered historical erridence,lu'aps, caclastral sunrey-s, and contempol?tec;rs acts of

lawfrri authorities as evidences that Ls more coavincing and r*'ordrier of belief ia resoli'ing

boundary disputes aln ong municipalrties.a

1, 2021
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In the insant case, th.e Tandag Cadas'cre (Cad-392-D), appr.oved by the Director of
Lan<is in 1967 forrns part of the offi.ciai technicai recorcls of the governmen1 Such caclastral

surve)'s arc ?rcpated by competent public authorities in the regolar dischatge of their official

duties and therefore enjoy the presumptioa of regularity and correctfless.

Petitioner-appellant seeks to weaken the prrobative force of the cadastral sunre,v by

poindng to the anno&.tion that the dlsputed area wes claimed b.v the trdunicipality of Tago. It
argues that the existence of such annotatioa proves that the dispute had aiready crysallized

by 1967 and that the cadastral map should thetefore be disregarded or teated as post-dispute

evidence of little value.

The argument is

The annotation does not consitute aa adjudicatioa in favor of petitioner. It merely

records the existence of a competiag claim during &e survey process. It is not a determination

that the area belonged to Tago. It merely rcflects that the survey took notice of the competiag

claim uuithout adopting it. Such aotation does not strip the cadasaaT map of its technical

character or official statrrs.

Indeed, petitioner-appellant caflnot simultaneourly rci:z on the annotation appeadng in

the cadasazl sruvey and reiect tfre ver cadastral srrrvey in u,irich that notation appears. The

aotatioo does aot defeat t}'e su::'e)'. Neither does it establish petitioaez-appeiiant's tertitorial

iunsdiction.

Thus, the Cout finds ao arbitar-raess rvher die Sa:rgguniang Fanlaiau,igan appreciated

substaatial rx,'erght to ttre 1967 Tandag Cadastre aud cther related official technical records.

1I Petitioner-appeiiant's - otligr Eocuqgntar]:-ard testiraoftai Lyidence co not

suffi cienCv overc o n:.e 4re o f8Erai t*echdcal rec-o rCs..-

Petitioaer-appeilamt pornts to rraiious ailnexes such as assesso{ ceitficatio:is, tax

deciarations, affidavits, resident petitioas, buikiing petmits, and pianr:ing or iegrsiauve

references. The Court does not discount these pieces of evidence outrigbt, Jl1sr,; rl2y tr2vs

some relevance as indicia of claimed exercise of authotity or 1.oca1understaadug.

they remain inferior ia evidentia-ry- hiecarciry compareci to a dul1 apptoved

records when the exact question raised is the legai bouudaq'betqzeen

do not prove ownership much iess ptove muaicipal



iurisdictioa wrth finalfuy*. Buildmg permits and administradr,'e issuances mzy fs issued under

aa erroreous assumption of teritodal authorig,-.

Resident petitions ate indicative of local belief or usage but do aot establish boundary

liaes as a matter of law. Affidavits and testimoaial assertions though admi-ssible irr proper

settings cannot by themselves overnlfll official technical recotds abseat equally competerrt

g6ualsfv2iling proof.

Fetitioner-appellant lihewise inr.okes R.A. No. 8139 and other legsiative references as

indicating that a school campus is located io Tugo. Even rf such references tend to support

petitioner's position, they do not condusively redraw or adludicate the muaicipal boundary in

the face of contrary- cadastal and technical records akeady accepted by the body qpecifically

authorized b;i law to resolve the dispute.

Taken together, petitioner-appellant's evidence does not sufficiently overcome the

presumption attaching to the cadastral aad technical governmeot records relied upoll by the

Sanguaiang Panlaiawrgan

\,-I. Petitioner-appellant u,-as not cienied due prrocess.

Petitionet-appellant'rr clarm of Cenial of due process is likewise untenable.

The essence of due process nr administrztive proceeding is an opporti.init*; to exillain

ooe's side ot asr opportuai6'to seek reccrsideraticn cf the action or nrii*g compiained of.s So

loag as &e parry is given &e opportuniq'to esolain Lis side, tJre reo.uirementc of due process

are satisfactorily complied wtth.6

The record portions pleserited to ':his Cou.rt shos'thlt bctli pafiles -'r'ere afforded the

opportunity to submit their respective pieadtrgs and st-ppomng documents before Lhe

Sanguaiang Panlalaw:gaa. Respondent-appelJ.ee er.er i:oints to an oxier directing the

submission of additional evrdence as rl'eil ai its ox'ir comoliance therervtth.

Whether petitioner-appeilant fi:ily availed itself of eren.- procedusai oppor*:aiq is

beside the point. What is now cortreiling is that it wzs not exchded &om pattrcipating actirreh

in the proceedings.

": '"1..

a[ vs. Atty. Montemayor, C.R. No. i7ot46, August 25,2o1o citing Arboleda tr. Natiolral

on, C.R. I,lo. 119509, Februan, 11,i999,3o3 sCRA38, 45.
February 9,1999, 3o2 SCRA 682,689.

"(

Relations
6.R. No.



Iadeed, petitioner-appellant's real complaint is not iack of opporfirniq,- to be hearcl, but

the rxrfavorable appreciation of its evidence. ,{.nd that in itself does not amourt to denial of

due process.

Vil. The assailed Resolution sholid be aff;rrne{

.,\l1told, petitioner-appellant failed to demonstrate that the Sangguniang Panlalawigan

committed revetsible euor in issuing Resolution No. 1557-24 dateCja*uar1'30,2024.

Petitioner-appellant's case rests lurg.iy on historical assertions, local administrative

practice, and au alleged 1919 document whose competent presentation and authentication in

the adminisuatirre proceedings have not been satisfactorily shown on the present recotd.

These do not suffice to overcome the evidentiary- weight of the official cadastral and technical

records telied upon b), th" proyigcial body

\{ry{EREFORE, Resolution No. 1557-24 datedJ*orr}' 3A,2024 of the Sang;uniang

Panialavdgaa of Surigao del Sur is AFFIRN{ED.

The drsputed 309.1530 hectares area is herrebr, DECLA.RED to fcrm pat of the

tetritorial iurisdi.ction of dre Citl of Tandag. Thus, the authonqv tc impose, assess, and collect

local taxes, regulatory fees, and r.eal property taxes withia the disputed area shall pertaio to the

Ciq, of Tandag.

SC OP.CEFED

IN CA{V{BERS, thi.s 15'h dart. of -{pril 2A26 atTandag Ci8', S.uri8;ac del S':r.

.i"r ',

it4{r
t_

I-ION. CIIIALII\IA SHINBTA M. TARE.PAI-4.CIO
PaifingJudge

COPYFLEAIIJI{ED

ATTY. DA-I\{IELL. DIAZ
C wnsel for t h e Petitiow r-App lh n t
Diaz Law Of$ce
Purok Sandi;,a, Victoda, T4go, Surigao del Sur

Eril'tl\lfl) flnlq
. r\i4- n

r
t

ATT\'. JANISSA PLT DELICONA
Co arrei for th e RtEordat-,Appelbe

Crty Legai Office, Tandag Gtr HaII
Batangay Awasian, Tandag Crty, Surigao clel Sur

SA}i GGUN iA.l.{ G P}N LAL,\X;I G}-\

Capitol F{ills,
Tandag

\q

Sur

del Sut IYIH\|.[D 4- t0 - lt,



ANilEX B
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i
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Republic of the Philippines
SUPREUE COURT

Scgrotrsl Grirt Goutt

FORIT'}I }IARVASA & SALAZAR

rl

lttt Judicial Region, Branch 4O, Tandag City
Hall of Justie, Quezon St. cor. H.Serra St., Brry. Bungto4 tandag City

Email: rtcltndo4o@judiciary.qov.ph
Landline No. : (o86) zt+-gtt$lhotline: 095$65988Sr

IN THE MATTER OF CNTIL CASE NO.
2O4I-24 SETTLEMENT OF MUNICIPAL
BOUNDARY DISPUTE BETWEEN THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF TAGO AND
TANDAG (now City of Tandag), THIS
PROVINCE

CIWL CASE ilo. 2(X1.24

MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO,
P etitio ner-Ap p ellant,

-uersus-

MUNICIPALITY OF TANDAG (now the
CITY OF TANDAG},

x-_ _::Yi:'y::!"_Y"

ORDER
Before this Court is the Motion for Reconsideration filed by

petitioner-appellant Municipality of Tago seeking reconsideration of
the Decision dated April 15, 2026 which alfirmed Resolution No.
L557-24 of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur.

Respondent-appellee City of Tandag filed its
Comment/Opposition thereto praying for the denial of tl:e motion
for lack of merit.

After careful consideration, the Corrrt finds no cogent reason
to dishrrb its assailed Decision.

The issues raised in the Motion for Reconsideration merely
reiterate the same arguments already thoror-Lghly discussed and
resolved in the Decision dated April L5, 2026, particularly on: (U
the standard of review applicable to the findings of the Sang$rniang
Parrlalawigan; (21 the alleged evidentiary value of the purported

arrd (3) the probative weiglrt of the L967
and related technical records.

-'<



.\,

- The court remains convinced that the findings of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan, acting within its quasi-judicial
authority under Sections 118 and 119 of the L,ocal Government
Code, are supported by substantial evidence. Settled jurisprudence
holds tfrat factual lindings of administrative and quasi-judicial
bodies are accorded great respect and even linality when supported
by substarrtial evidence. Judicial review does not authorize the
Court to conduct an entirely fresh determination of the controversy
absent a clear showing of grave misappreciation of facts,
arbitrariness, or misapplication of law.

Petitioner-appellant's insistence that the Court should have
independently weiglred the evidence under the nrle on
preponderance of evidence is misplaced. The assailed Decision did
not disregard petitioner-appellant's evidence; rather, the Court
found the same insuffi cient to overcome the superior evidentiaqr
value of the official cadastral surveys, technical records, and
governmental acts relied upon by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan.

Neither does tle Court find merit in petitioner-appellant's
reliance on tl:e alleged 1919 Joint Resolution. As correctly
discussed in the assailed Decision, said docrrment was never
properly authenticated and formally established in the proceedings
before the Sangguniang Panlalawigan. The Court likewise finds
unpersuasive petitioner-appellant's invocation of supposed "judicial
admissionso arising from Resolution No. 88-8 L and ottrer prior
references to the alleged document. Such references do not
dispense with the requirement of competent authentication under
tJre Rules on Evidence, nor can municipal resolutions
independently establish or amend territorial boundaries fixed by
law.

T?re Court likewise remains unconvinced by petitioner-
appellant's attack on the 1967 Tandag Cadastre and its reliance on
the "Critical Date Doctrine." The notation "claimed by the
Municipality of Tago" rnerely acknowledges the existence of an
adverse claim during the survey process. It is not an adjudication
recognizing petitioner-appellant's territorial jurisdiction. Said
annotation does not negate the oflicial and technical character of
the cadastral survey nor erase the presumption of regularity
attaching to official governmental technical records.

The Court further agrees with respondent-appellee that the
Motion for Reconsideration merely rehashes matters already passed
upon by both the Sangguniang Panlalawigan and this Court. No

{t$ new evidence, supervening event, or palpable error of law or fact
Ll'l
(9

[i#"-ft{

.J
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Order of Civil Case No. 2041-24
D*ed May 19,2A6

has been shown which would warrant the reversal or modification
of the assailed Decision.

UIIIEREFORE, premises considered, the Motion for
Reconsideration filed by petitioner-appellant Municipality of Tago is
hereby DEIIIED for lack of merit.

Accordingly, the Decision dated April L5,2026 stands.

SO ORDERED.

Given in Chambers this 19rH day of MAY 2026 at Cantilan,
Surigao del Sur.

0r'.,*
CATALIITA SHIITEIA il. TAR,&PAI"ACIO

Pairing &tdge

Cc
.Aflrr,^olIIELLtrA'
&t atsel far the Petitioner-lppellont
Diazlan, Aflie
Putokfundip, Vidoria, Taga, S.trQao del $rr

ATTT. r,.IG8I PIA DT&TSOIN
Coutsel for tlle Respontcni-Appelba
CiW Lcgalafie, Tandag CW Hall
furangag Auasian, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

O'IICE OT IE AAJEGINUATrc PA}II.AIAIT.IOAII
Pr'oruirll* of $l;rigao del &r

2nd Floor, Lqislatiln Ehtildfu, Crrpilol Hills,
Teloje, Tandag City, turigao dcl *tt

*""I.rl
,MJ.-l

C-t-*

yl

.t
s; - *4
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AN}IEX C

SALAZAR

REPUBLIC OF THI
COURT OF /
Cagayan de'

-cdo.ca

IN THE MATTER OF CIVIL CASE
NO. 2A$,.24 SETTLEMENT OF
MUI{ICIPAL BOUNDARY DISPUTE
BETWEEN THE MUNICIPALITI€S
OF TAGO AND TANDAG (now
CITY OF TANDAG), PROVINCE OF
SURIGAO DEL SUR

VIUNICIPALITY OF TAGO
P e titioner - App ell an t,

- aersus -

:

case .bf. inquirY

POSTMAS

h

CA-G.R.
(RTC-Civil Case No. 2041-24)

For:

"Petition for Reuieu) under

Rule 42"

X

MUNICIPALITY OF TANDAG (now
CITY OF TANDAG),

Respondent-Appellee.

MOTION FOR EXTE}'JSION OF TIME
TO FILE PETITTON FOR. REVIEW

PETITIONER MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO, by and through the
undersigned counsel, unto this Honorabie Court of Appeals, most
respectfully states:

1. On April L6, 2026, Petitioner received the Decision of the
Regional Trial Court (RTC), 11th ]udicial Region, Branch 41,
Cantilan, Surigao del Sur, in Civil Case No. 2041-24, which
affirmed Sangguniang Panlalawigan Resolution No. 1557-24
(Series of 2024) in favor of Respondent City of Tandag;

2. On Muy 4, 2026, Petitioner timely filed a Motion for
fteconsideration before the RTC;

3. On May 2A, 2026, Petitioner received tirrough its official
electronic mail address the RTC Order denying the
aforementioned Motion for Reconsideration. A pri.nted copy o.f

the said arder, together with the ele.ctronic mnil transtnissi.on

0

Page 1 of5

offic6 n tr!r'
r
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seraing a.s proof of receipt, is attaclrcd hereto an.d. made an integr.al
part hereof as Annex "A";

4. The RTC ruling sought to be reviewed was rendered in the
exercise of its appellate jurisdictionl, considering that
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur2 had
taken cognizance of the boundary dispute between the
parties, and the case was thereafter elevated to the RTC
pursuant to the Local Government Code;

5. Pursuant to Section 1, Rule 42 of the Rules of Court, it is
provided that:

Section L. How appeal taken; time for filing. - A party
desiring to appeal from a decision of the Regional
Trial Court rendered in the exercise of its appellate
jurisdiction may fi.le a aerified petition for reaietu
ztith the Cou.rt of Appea.ls, pnying nt tlrc snnrc titnt: to

the clerk of said court. f.he correspond.i.ng rlock.et. anrl otlt.er

lawful fees, depositing the anrount of P500,00 for costs,

and furnishing the Regional Trtal Court and the
adaerse party with a capy of the petitiott. '|'he

petition shall be filed and serued within fifteen (15)

dqys fro* notice of the decision sought to be

reoiewed or of the denial of petitioner's motion for
neut trial or recansideration filed in due time after
judgment. Upon proper motion and the payment of the

full amount of the docket and other lawful fees and the

deposit fo, costs before the expiration of tlrc
reglenrentant period, the Court of Aopeals mau
grant an additional period o.f .fi.fteen (L5\ days gJlllr
within which to fi le the oetition for reaiew. N,o

finther extension shall be granted except for tlrc most

compelling reason and in no cnse to exceerl fifteen (15)

days. (n) [Emphasis and Underscoling addedl

6. Counting from Mry 20, 2026, Petitioner has until |une 04,

2026 within which to file the Petition for Review;

7. Petitioner respectfully seeks an additional period of fifteen
(L5) days, or until ]une 19, 2A26, within which to file the
Petition for Review, for the following just reasons:

1 Section LL9, Local Government Code
z Section L1.8, Local Government Code

Page 2 of 5



a. Additional time is necessary to finalize and verify the
Petition for Review and to gather, collate, and complete
the clocumentary annexes required under the Ruies.
The case invoives voluminous records span^i.g more
than two decades of administrative and judicial
proceedings, including historicai documents, cadastral
maps, suwey plans, technical description.s, and
pertinent rulings that require careful review, coiiation,
and synthesis to ensure that the issues are accurateiy
and comprehensiveiy presented before this Honorable
Court. Likewise, time is needed to secure clearly legible
duplicate originals or certified true copies of the
assailed RTC Decision and Order, as well as certified
true copies of the material portions of the record and
supporting documents that will be cited and r:elied
upon in the Petition; and

b. Additional time is likewise necessary as the matter of
pursuing the present appeal is scheduled for
deliberation by the Sangguniang Bayan of Tago. The
Sanggunian is expected to convene and act on the
matter, and Petitioner respectfully requires additional
time pending the completion of such proceedings so

that the results thereof may be duly considered in the
preparation and finalization of the Petition for Review.
A copy of the Certification issued by the Secretanl to tlrc
Sangguniang Bayan is attaclrcd.lrcreto and made an integral.

part hereof as Annex "B".

8. This Motion is fiied within the reglementary period. The
requested extension is sought in good faith and not for
purposes of delay, but solely to afford Petitioner sufficient
opportunity to prepare and fiie a complete and compliant
Petition for Review;

9. Simultaneously with the filing of this Motion, Petitioner is
paying the full amount of the appellate court docket and other
lawful fees and depositing the amount required for costs . The

corresponding Official Receipts eaidencing such pa:ymel'Lts nre

attachedhereto as Annex "C" And mad.e integral parts hereof.

r;r
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PRAYER.

WHEREFORE, premises considered, Petitioner respectfully
prays that it be granted an extension of fifteen (L5) days from ]une
04, 2A26, or until |une 19, 2A26, within which to fiie the Fetition for
Review under Rule 42 of the Rules of Court.

Other reliefs just and equitable are likewise prayed for

RESPECTFTILLY SUBMITTED

]une 03,2026, Tago (for Cagayan de Oro City) Surigao del Sur

DTAZ LAW OFFICE
(Counsel for the P etitioner-Appellant)
Purok Sandiya, Victoria, Tago,

Surigao del Sur
Office TeI. No. 086-214-5816
Mobile Phone: 09\2-707 -7564
E-mail add: diazlawofficeoftagosds@gmail.com

By,

No
IBP No - 01, / 06 / 2026
PTR No: 2049898- 01/ As /2026

Province of Surigao del Sur
MCLE Compliance No. Vlil-0027735

JODELLE CHRIS G. CUANAN
RollNo. 74822

IBP No. 47844L - 11. /21 /2A24
PTR No. 2049900 - 01, / 051 2026

Province of Surigao del Sur

MCLE EXEMPTION No.- VIII-8EP002246

I
Page 4 of 5



Cottlt .{umishcd:

,HON. PRESIDINGIUDGE
Regional Trial Court Branch 41

Cantilan, Surigao del Sur
rtc2cti04L@iudiciary. gov. ph
Date:

AT'rY. /AMSSA PtA DELI CON A
City Legal Office, Tandag City Hall
Barangay Awasian, Tandag City Surigao del Sur
is s adelico na@.vaho o. com
Date:

OEFICE OF THE MA.YOR OF II{E CITY OF TANDAG
Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN
Province of Surigao del Sur
2nd Floor, Legislative Building, Capitol Hills
Barangay Telaje, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur
Date:

LUCRIZ IEWELA D. ORZALES
RolI No. 92940

IBP No. 573770 - 72/27 /202s
PTR No. 2049899- 01/ 0s / 2026

Province of Surigao del Sur
MCLE EXEMPTION (Naru lawyer)

GLOU DIAMOND D. DESTAIO
Roli No. 92823

IBP No. 569125 - 12/22/2025
PTR No. 2050295- 01/15 /2026

Province of Surigao dei Sur
MCLE EXEMPTION (Neztt laTltyer)

Page 5 of5
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ffimmf;l Dan iel D iaz <d iazlawoffieeoffagJosds@g ma i l.conr>

ORDER CIVIL CASE NO. 2041-24
.3 messages

RTC Branch 41 Cantilan , Surigao Del Sur <rtc2ctl041@udiciary,gov.ph> Wed, May ?_o,2026 at g:26 AM
To: lssa Delicona <issadelicona@yahoo.com>, Daniel Diaz <diazlawofficeoftagosds@gmail.conr>,
"tspsurigaosur@yahoo.com" <tspsu rigaosu r@yahoo.com>

Good day Ma'am/SirI please see the attached file. Thank you!

ffi Order 2O41-24.pdt
2326K

Daniel Diaz <diazlawofficeoftagosds@gmail.com> ' Thu, May 21,2026 at 9:12 AM
To: "RTC Branch 41 Cantilan , Surigao Del Sur'' <rtc2ctlO41@judiciary.gov.ph>
Cc: lssa Delicona <issadelicona@yahoo.com>, "tspsurigaosur@yahoo.com" <tspsurigaosur@yahoo.com>

Received, thank you.

Diaz Law Office
Prk. Sancliya, Victoria, Tago, Surigao del Srrr

\_ lelNo.: (086) 214-5816
iel lphone No.: 091 27077564

CONFIDENTIALITYNOTICE: Please delete this email and not.ify the sencler right au'oy iIyou are. not tlrc i.ntended rutcrpiettt.

Only the addtessee may see, fotrtard, or prinl this email The conl.enls af thic cmoil. ond/or ctn), of it.\ utlachnenls ,t1e.); includl
tesh'ic ted and c onfidential information.

[Quoted 1e:r't hiddenl

Dan iel Diaz <diazlawofficeoftagosds@gmail.com>
Cc: Cristian Lee Ramirez <chanramirez23@gmail.com>

Wed, Jun 3,2026 at 11:01 AM

Diaz Law Office
Prk. Sandiy4 Victoria- Tago, Sut'igao dpl Sur

Tel No.: $86) 214-58i6
Cellphone No .: 09127077564

CONFIDENTIA.LITY NOTICE: Please delete thts ematl and noti,fy the .render right away if ltou ate, not tlrc intended recipient.

Only the addtvssee may see, forwarf, or print this email. The contenls of this email and/or any of it.r atlachntenls nray include

res tricted and confidential informalion.

[t)uotecl Ls;..t hiddGn]

0rder 2041-24.pdf
2326K

t



(.,

i'i'i

,rr i t. F-i..
\r :1li- All. !: r'F rr'iA,

1ld r;il;iifi';:
rtir

!
Ifi

I,4l'J 1$ 2026

Republic of the Philippir-res
$UPR.EME COURT

s'rgiounl ([rtnL 6onrt
J"I$ Judicial Region, Branch 4l

HanorJusti*'**fi 
L*,frul,il;"i&ffi ;LtLilt'ila*surig*ocrersrrr
ContactNo.: (+68) gtu\ZqZ tgs

NO. crqrl cAsE No. 2o4l-t4

,o-t+ TAGO
,(ttCIw Citii of Tar:d'ag),

THE
-ttl\IJ
'riiis

P}RCIVTilNCtr

Ivfiti]N..ilgtF*Hr.:$V OF ?&GO,
P atitianer - Ap p el ;{, an.l:,

-Dersus"

1\{,If'${ICIPALITY OF TANDAG (non, tht:
CffY OF TANDAG}:

R @$p 6 n ; d en,t-Ap p ell e e .

I(** !!Es --x

ffiffimffiH,

iis the Motion for Reconsideration filed by
T+go seeking r:econsideration o:f

of'the ,Sanggutriang
, UAA6 rvtrich affirmed Resolution No
Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur.

Respondent-appellee City of Tandag fiied its
Comrerera.t/Opposition thereto praying lbr the deniai of the motjoir
for lack of rraerit.

After careful consideralion., tirr: Court finds no cogent reaso::r
to disturb its assailed Deci,sion.

T,Ille,,ig-stres'ralsed in ttre Motion for Reconsideration rrerely
,tfu sar,rre, qggur,nents already thoroughly discussed arrcl

D'qoisiorx dated April 15, 2026, particular'ly on: (1)
the fimdings of the Sanggunia:rg

purported
the 1967

anrj relatnri technical recnrds

0
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.convinced tleat tl,re findings of the
acting rarithin its quasi-judiciat

118 arad 119 of the Local Government
#odb; ta:nt[a] evidence. Settled ;urispruder.ice
h.o,ld.s of aclministrative and qua.si-judicial
-bocltes I ase, &ec6fded great respect and even fi.nalihr when. su.pported.'hy .gnnbstarr,tial eviden.ce.. Judicial review cloes not amthoi:i.ze the
iCourt to conduet an entirely fresh cleterminatiol: of thq: con1.r'oversjz
ab,sent a clear showing of grave misappreciafion r:rf filct.s:,
arbitraririoss, or misapplication of laur.

Petttioner.appellant's insistence that l-he Court. sl:tor-rirl harve
weighed the erridence und.er tlr.e i:r.r.Le on

p-q.epffid$,(artoe'o-f eyidence is misplaced. The assailed Decisj.on clict
appellant's evidence; rather, the Court

to overcome the superior evidentia:r3,
.sufireysr terihnical records, ancl

S,ar,rggUnta4 g Panl al awi gan

:Qourt fiild raerit in petitioner-appellant's
X$'1:9 Joint Reso'trution. As correcfly
Decision, said document was never

ancl formally established in tlee proceedin.gs
Panlalawigan. The Court likewise fu:cls

unpersuasive peti;tioraer-appeilant's invocatj.on <if su.pposerd "ir-rclicj.ra-1

adrrigsions' arising fiorn Resolution No. 8B-81 a::cl oiJrcr pi-ic.,r

r,eferenees 'to the al.leged clocurnetrt. Sr-rcJr l*Lr'spcr:)si llo nct
dispense with r,rr*e requirement of competent auttrent-'icat-iorr r:t:cir:l
the Rules oil. Evidence, ilot can municipal resolutioi:r';
independently estabUsh or amend territorial boundar:ies fixecl [:v-

,taw*

',CI:olfff itihewise rernains unconvi,nced i:y petitioner:-
t'957 T,andag Cadastre and its reliance orr

The fiotati'on "clairned by tl-:e
;ffrcreI11 acknorurledges the existence of ;r-n

rpf;ooe,$$. It ,is not an adjudication
territorlal jurisdiction. Saicl

spt ;tlggate tjhe oflicial and technical character of
ffirrvejr nor erase lfie p::esumption of reg3,lari.ty

attaciiil1:g to officjal governmental technicai records

'[he Court further agrees witir responclent-appeiiee 1.hil.1- tirc
IvI'otion, for Reconsideration rnereLy rehashes matters a lready p ar s sed
upon by lroth the Sangguniurrg Panlalawigan anci tkiis {-lorirl". I\o

{k$,,nel&,- evrid'ence,, sli1lerverring event, or palpable error of iarv or J'a.c.:t

s

tlae

:lihe,

,,F'



.urt*ietr would rvarrant the reversal or rn.oditi.cati.o:r

Aecordi{,,tgly,.,the Deeision dated April L5, 2026 stands.

SO OR&,H:RED.

Slvera,;jn'Ghffi:rbers this 19rH day of MAY 2026 at Cantilar,
"S+tigao'.d81 r$Irs.

\rL*-
TARE.PALACX ()S&*,ffi['HA SfflII{ETPr S[.

Presiding Judge

,!Sglti3 Siir{ddo :del $ut

del .9ar

5ln1ding, Copitol Hilt s,
$rrlgno del. Sur

{ff+r

ts

.it,

20a1.?A.

'has

cons.de,'ed, the Motion frrr
Municipality of Tago is
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Republic of the Philippines
Province of Surigao del Sur

MUruICIPAI-ITY OF TAGO
-oOo-

Office of the SamEguniang Bayan

:, AN

v

cERIIEIc&IIoF{
TO WTIOM IT MAY CONCERT{:

T'hlIS IS TO CERTIFY, that this office received on June 3,
2A26, the Letter dated May 28, 2026 from the Municipal Mayor,
Honorable lelio Val C. Laurente addressed to the Vice Mayor,
Honorable Ira Minette C. Pimentel, informing the latter that the
R.egional Trial Court, In The Matter of Settlement of Municipal
boundary dispute between the Municipalities of Tago and Tandag
(now City of Tandag), this Province, docketed as Civil Case No, 2A4t-
24, rendered a decision in favor of Tandag City. That the
Municipal Government of Tago intends to elevate the case to the
Court of Appeals.

THXS IS TO CERTIFY FURTHERI that the Municipal Mayor
requests the Sangguniang Bayan, this municipality to convene and
discuss this matter to strengthen the Municipality's position to pursue
legal remedies which covers legal, technical, historical and financial
provisions.

TFIIS IS TO CERTIFY FINALLY, that the Honorable Mayor's
request will be included in the Order of Business of the 22nd Regular
Session of the Sangguniang Bayan of Tago scheduled on June 9,
2026.

Tl{I5 CERTIFICATION is issued this 3'd day of June, 2026 in
Tago, Surigao del Sur.

C. CASTRO
Sangguniang Bayan

$

Secretary to



Supreurr 6ourt of tlie lPltitippfned
[/lanlla

Official Receipt

Region X-Court of Appeals - CDO JEP-26-003201249
Court of Appeals, Cagayan De Oro, Misamis Oriental

Assessment details:

Payment details:

ffi NOTHING FOLLOWS **#

NOIE 1: Ihis seryes as the Legal Fees Form. Convenience &e or bank charges are not part of the col/ection of the court.

payment Confirmed & Verified by:

Ms. MARY JEAN L. IARA

Cashier ll

SCP-JEP Verslon 4.0 Page 1 of 1

Date and Time Filed: .lun 01, 2026 02:45 PM Transaction No.: ohEOlyxHFAiW

Date and Time Paid: Jun 03,2026 02:48 PM Confrrmation No 690803907?071

Mode of Payment: Online Payment - UPa), Assessment No. cACD07933971 0s

Name of Payor: DANIEL L. DIAZ Reference No,: 0c8ecfd1 4cce47c5b 1 bff03ef 530e420

Nature of Collectlon: Flle Case, Supplemental
Pleadings, and Answers

Payment Status: PAID

Case Type: Rule 42, Petition for Review (Civil or Criminal)

Case No./Roll/MCLE/Bar
Examinee No.

Clvil case no. 2041-24

Case Title/Particulars: IN THE MATTER OF CIVIL CASE NO. 2041.24 SETTLEMENT OF MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY DISPUTE
BETWEEN THE MUNICIPALITIES OF TAGO AND TANDAG (now City of Tandas), THls PROVINCE
MUNICIPALIW OF TAGO, .versus. MUNICIPALITY OF TANDAG now the CITY OF TANDAG

Type of Fund/Nature of Payment Flling Fee Mlscellaneous Fee Total Amount

JDF 452.00 452.00

SAJF 2,s48,00 2,548,00

LRF 30.00

MF 1,000.00

STF 1,500.00

TOTAL AMOUNT: P 5,530.00

0R No. Date and Time Anrount Pald Runnlng Balance

JEP-zF003201249 Jun 03,2026 02:48 PM P 5,530.00 P 0,00

LATEST AMOUNT PAID lN WORDS: FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED THIRTY AND 00/100**

ts.By registered OI ordinary

Printed on 06/03/2026 - 02:49 PM

L,I
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Republic of the Philippines
Province of Surigao del Sur
MUNICIPAUIW OF TAGO

-o0o-

Office of the uniang

ra

13r SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 23RD REGULAR SESSIONT-*I OF
THE 13TH SANGGUNIANG BAYAN OF TAGO, SURIGAO DEL SUR HELD
ON JUNE Iq 2026 AT THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN SESSION HALL.

III?TF:ITEil HONORABLE IRA MIilETTE C. PIMENTEL
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Series of 2026

RESOLUTTON AUTHORTZTNG THE MUNTCTPAL MAYO& HONORABLE
IELIO VAL C. LAURENTE, TO FILE THE APPROPRIATE APPEAL
BEFORE THE COURT OF APPEAIS, AND ANY CONTTNUATTON

THEREOF, rN ORDER TO SECURE THE REVERSAL OF THE DECTSTON
DATED ApRrL 15, 2026 AND ORDER DATED MAY t9,2026 OF THE

REGTONAL TRHL COURT BRANCH 40- TANDAG CITY, rN CIWL CASE
NO. 2041-24, ENTTTLED'rN THE MATTER OF SETTLEMENT OF

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY DISPUTE BETWEEN THE MUNICIPALITIES
oF TAGO AND TANDAG (NOW CrTY OF TANDAG), THrS PROVTNCE",

AND TO ENGAGE THE LEGAL SERVICES OF FORTUN NARVASA &
SAIA'ZAR IN CONN ECTION TTIEREWITH.

IR,ESOLUTIOJ{ NO. LP.19

Sponsored by: All SB Members Present



2 of Resolution l{o. LP-19

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Tago ('Municipality) was the petitioner-
appellant in Civil Case No. 204L-24, entitled "In the Matter of Settlement of
Municipal Boundary Dispute Between the Municipalities of Tago and Tandag
(now City of Tandag), this Province," before the Regional Trial Couft Branch 40-
Tandag City CRrCl;

WHEREAS, on April 15, 2026, the RTC rendered a Decision affirming
Resolution No. 1557-24 dated January 30, 2024 of the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur, and declaring the disputed area consisting of
309.1530 hectares, to form paft of the territorial jurisdiction of the City of
Tandag ('DecisionJ;

WHEREAS, on May 4, 2026, the Municipality of Tago timely filed a
Motion for Reconsideration on the Decision;

WHEREAS, on May 20, 2026, the Municipality of Tago received the
RTC's Order dated May 19, 2026 denying its Motion for Reconsideration
COrdefl;

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Tago wishes to seek appellate review of
the Decision and the Order by the Court of Appeals, in order to protect its
interests and that of its constituents over the disputed area;

WHEREAS, ds provided in Section aaa(lXvi) of the 1991 Local
Government Code, the Municipal Mayor shall e><ercise general superuision and
control over all programs, projects, seruices and activities of the Municipal
Government, and in this connection shall, upon authorization by the
Sangguniang Bayan, represent the municipality in all its business transactions
and sign on its behalf all bonds, contracts and obligations, and such other
documents made pursuant to law or ordinance;

WHEREAS, on June 3, 2026, the Municipality's counsel of record, the
Diaz Law Officel, filed a Motion for Extension of nme to File Petition for Review
under Rule 42 of the Revised Rules of Court before the Court of Appeals-
Cagayan de Oro City;

WHEREAS, in order to preserue and protect the rights and interests of
the Municipality before the Court of Appeals, and subsequently before the
Supreme Court, the Municipality finds it appropriate to engage the legal services
of Foftun J{aruasa & Salazar, a law firm with office address at the 23F
Multinational Bancorporation Centre, 6805 Ayala Avenue, Makati City ('FNSJ as
Lead Counsel to handle the Municipality's appeal before the Coutt of Appeals.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Sangguniang Bayan of Tago to authorize
the Municipal Mayor, Honorable Jelio Val C. Laurente, to file the
appropriate appeal before the Court of Appeals, to request the reversal of the
Decision dated April 15, 2026 and Order dated May 19, 7026 of the Regional
Trial Court Branch 40- Tandag City, in Civil Case No. 204L-24, entitled
"In the Matter of Settlement of Municipal Boundary Dispute Between the

NOW THEREFORE I

t With ffice address at Purok Sandiya, Victoria, Tago, Surigao del Sur, represented by Atty. Daniel L. Diaz



3 of Resolution f{o, LP-19iP

Municipalities of Tago and Tandag (now City of Tandag), this province"
('AppealJ, and to execute and sign the necessary verification and
Certification of Non-forum Shopping, affidavits, pleadings, authorities,
contracts, engagement letters, and other documents relative to the Appeal;

RESOLVED, FURTHER: that the Sangguniang Bayan of Tago authorizes
the engagement of Foftun Naruasa & Salazar, to act as the Lead Counsel for
the Municipality of Tago in connection with the Appeal, including any
continuation thereof, and all proceedings related thereto;

RESOLVED, FURTHER: that the Sangguniang Bayan of Tago authorizes
Attorneys Kristine R. Ferrer, Joaquin Gabriel B. Flores, Hans Clarence S.
Castro or any of the larryers of Fortun Naruasa & Salazar, to enter their
appearance as Lead Counsel for the Municipality, sign and file the Petition for
Review and any and all pleadings, motions, manifestations, noUces and other
submissions before the Court of Appeals, receive notices, orders, resolutions and
processes, attend hearings, conferences and other proceedings, and perform all
acts necessary or incidental to the Appeal, and any continuaUon th€reof, and al!
proceedings related thereto.

RESOLVED, FUTHER, that the Office of the Mayor shall be authorized
to assist FNS and the Sangguniang Bayan in securing all the documents needed
for the Appeal, before any and all Governments Agencies, specifically the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur and RTC Branch 40-Tandag City,
with authority to sign letters, requests, and other documents and transmittals,
and receive copies of documenb and transmittals pursuant to this authority.

RESOLVED, FURTHER, that the Sangguniang Bayan of Tago ratifies
the Motion for Extension of Time to File PetiUon for Review dated June 3, 2026,
which was filed by the Diaz Law Office before the Court of Appeals, and which
shall be continued by the subsequent appearance and filing of Petition for
Review by Fortun Naruasa and Salazar before said coutt.

RESOLVED, FINALLY: that the Sangguniang Bayan shall furnish copies
of this resolution to the Municipal Mayor - Honorable Jelio Val C. Laurente,
Ma. Theresa P. Ramos, Municipal Assessor and Ms. Sheela P. Badiang of the
General Services Office, Fortun Naruasa & Salazar, and all concerned offices, for
their information and appropriate action.

ADOPTED/APPROVED this 16h day of June, 2026 upon motion of
Honorable Reynaldo G. Selades, duly seeonded by All Members Present.

CE CORRECT

ATTESTED AND CERTIFIED
ADOPTED:

PIMENTEL

TO BE

I Vice Mayor I Presiding Officer

ZE
the Sanggunian
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}.ION. I{ERMENEGILDO P. PIMENTEL, JR.
IVlunicipal lVlayor
lVlunicipatity of Tago
Province of Surigao del Sur

Dear Mayor Pimentel, Jr.:

We are transmitting herewith a photocopy of the Executive Order No. 41
of Governor General Francis Burton Harrison.

We hope this docurment would be useful in solving the boundary problem
between Tago and Tandag, Surigao del Sur.

Thank you and regards.

Very truly yours,

C. DUMOGHO
Director V-Head of Local Government
and Political Affairs
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Republic of the Philippines

PRovrr.rcE oF Sunlcno DEL Sun
lUmggupm ng $mggutrimg San[lhhigm

(Ornrcn oF THE, PRovrNcmr Boano)
Tandag

IN THE MATTER OF SETTLEMENT
OF MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY
DISPUTE BETWEEN THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF TAGO AND
TANDAG, THIS PROVINCE.

MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO,
Petitioner,

$tq SANGGUTIIA NGOa

2
o.{
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F sutl .tL

-versus-

TANDAG SUT< IGAO

MUNICIPALITY OF TANDAG,
Respondent.

POSITION PAPER

COMES NOW, the Municipality of Tago, duly represented by its

Municipal Mayor, HeRrrleuecuoo P. PtMEurEt, JR., and to the Honorable

Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur, respectfully submits the

herein position paper, as follows:

l. Prefatory Statement

No less than the Supreme Court En Banc in Juanito Mariano, Jr.,

et al., vs. Comelec, et al. (G.R. No. 118577. March 7, 1995) ruled:

The importann of dranting nith preciu strokes the nn'itorial
boundaiu of a local anit of goaernment cannot be ouervmphail<9d.

Tbe boundaies mast be clear for thry defne the bmits of tbe

1
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ienitorial juisdiction of a local gouernment unit It can legitinanll
exerrise powers oJ'gouernment on! witbin the bmit of it tedtoial
jwiilixion. Bryond they lirzritt its acfi arc ultra uirus. Need/ex to

$ate, urry uncertain$t in tbe houndarix of local gournnent unit tyil/
sow costfr conflicts in the exerdte of gouernnental powers pbich

ultinately willpryAdice the people't wefaru. This it the euil ntgbt to
be auoided @ the L-ocal Gouernment Codc in rcqairing tbat the land
arca oJ' a local gouemment unit mu$ he $elhd out in ntetes and

bound.t, uith tecbnical ducriptiow.

Viewed in the light of the foregoing, on October 12, 2904, the

Sangguniang Bayan (SB) of Tago passed Resolution No. 161, s. 2004,

requesting the Sangguniang Panlalawigan (SP) of Surigao del Sur to

settle the raging boundary dispute between the Municipatities of Tago and

Tandag.

On December 6, 2004, a preliminary conference was set and in the

course of the proceedings the SP Committee on Boundary Settlement

chaired by Hon, Remedios R. Alvizo required the representatives of both

parties to submit simultaneously their respective position papers within a

period of 30 days.

On Januarv 10, 2005, petitioner thru Mayor Pimentel, Jr. requested

for a 30-day extension within which to file the instant position paper.

ll. The Subject of the Petition

Without prejudice to other boundary conflict(s) that may arise in the

future, pursuant to Article 17 of Rule lll of the Rules and Regulations

lmplementing RA 7160, petitioner initiates this action for the settlement of

the boundary dispute with the respondent, involving a parcel of land

containing an aggregate area of THREE HUNDRED NINE (309)

HECTARES, more less, that ties between the Barangays of Victoria (of

Tago) and Rosario (of Tandag), which disputed territory is delineated on

the ground by a Boundary and lndex Map of Tandag Cadastre, Cad-392-

D, Case 4, Parcel 1, and more particularly described as follows:

CORNER DESCRIrrlION
L P.L.S.cyl. conc. mons. L5 x 60 c.m.
, MBM 5
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J MBM 4

4 MBM 3
5 MBM 2
6 MBMl

7 -15 P.S. cyl. con. mons. 15 x 60 cm.
16 MBM 1-A
17 MBM 2.A
18 MBM }A
19 MBM lLA

20-27 P.S. cyl. conc. mons.15 x 60 cm.
28 P.L.S. cyl. conc. mons. L5 x 60 cm.
,q x" on Toog tree l.fi) m. diam.

30-42 P.L.S. cyl. conc. mons. L5 x 60 cm.
L3-4 P.S. cyl. conc. mons. L5 x 60 cm.
45-54 P.LS. ryI. conc. mons 1,5 x 60 cm.

56 Old point

ttfpn

Copy of the 'Boundary and lndex Map is made Annex - "A', to form part of

this position paper.

Petitioner claims the entire area in dispute described above, as an

integral part of the territory of the Municipality of Tago, based on

historical accounts of reliable sources duly supported by legal and

technicat bases which will be shown hereunder.

lll. $upporting Documents

ln support to this petition are the following

a. The law or statufe creating municipatt$ Tago and other
documentshowing proaf of tie creation of fhe LGU:

1. Historically, the municipality of Tago existed way back in

1865 under the Maura Law of the Spanish regime for a brief

period of three years and after which, it was reverted to its

status'as a barrio of Tandag. Years later, Tago could have

reacquired its status as a municipality, as evidenced by a

transcript of a decree issued by the Direccion General de

Administracion Civil de /as lslas Filiprnas dated 29 August

1883, granting the transfer Af the town site from what was

known as Daan Lungsod to its present location then called

during the Spanish era as Laguna.

3

gOPY

A. TABIOSA
OfficerV

ht*hilAn



Copy of the Spanish Transcript and its English Translation

are attached hereto and made Annex uB" and "B-1",

respectively, to form part of this position paper.

2. On March 10. 1917, when Ihe Revised Administrative

Code of 1917 (R.A. No. 2711) was enacted Tago was already

listed among the municipalities under the Province of Surigao

in Chapter 2, Article ll, Section 38 thereof, which states, to

quote:

Tlu Prooince of Surtgao consists of territory in the

northeastern part of the lsland of Mindanao, including the

islands of Dinagat, Siargao, and Bucas Grande, with
appurtenant smnll islands. lt contains tlw following
mtmicipalities:

Baruuag, Bislig, Cantilan, Caruascal, Dapa,

Dinagat, General Luna, Gigaquit, Hinafuan, Lanuza,
Lianga, Lingig Loreto, Mainit, Numancia, Placer, Suigao
(the capital of the prooince), Tago, and Tandag.

Tlis prouince also contains the follozoing municipal
districts: Bahi, Borhoanan, Cabangahan, Coleto, Libas,
Macopa, Pamaypayan, Pili, San Lsidro, San Miguel,
Sib ahay, S oi ano, T agb ay ani, Union, and' Xaoier.

3. On November 6, 1918, pursuant to Section 68 of RA

2711, then. Governor-General Francis Burton Harrison of the

Philippine lslands issued Executive Order No. 41, which states:

Whereas many of the inhabitants of the former
nrunicipali$ of Tago haoe petitioned 'that the same be

separated from tlte present municipali$ of Tandag, Prouince
,f Suigao, and reorganized into an independent
municipality;

Now, therefore, pursuant to tlu prouisions of section
sixty-eight of the said Administratiae Cnde, are hereby
increased to ten by separating the former municipality "fTago fro* tlu present municipalig ,f Tandag, and
reorganizing the same into an independent municipali$.

The nrunicipality of Tandag shall consist of its present
tenitory less the tenitory contprised in tlv former
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municipality of Tago, Tlrc nrunicipality of Tago shall consist
of the territory coruprised in tlu former municipali$ of Tago.

The organization herein made shall take effect on

I anttary first, nine teen hundre d and nineteen.

FRANCIS B URTON HARR]sON,
Gwernor-General.

Copy of Executive Order No. 41 is made Annex - uC' to form

part hereof.

4. The territory of Tago described under E.O. No. 41 was

further subdivided into three (3) other municipalities, namely:

Municipality of Cagwait by virtue of E.O. No. 559 (June 20,

1953), Municipality of San Miguel by virtue of R.A. No. 3191

(June 16, 1962) and Bayabas by virtue of E.O. No.407.

b. Municipal Map of Tago (duly certilied by tfte Land
Management Burea u) and otfier sources.'

Geographically, Tago is located in the central part of the

province of Surigao del Sur facing the Pacific Ocean. lt lies

between 126 degrees 12 minutes longitude and 9 degrees Z

minutes north latitude. ,H&?ug$O in the north by the Capital

Town of Tandag, on theeedhwest Municipality of Bayabas and

on the south by the Municipalities of Cagwait and Marihatag.

The estimated land area consists of 34g.52'sq. kms. which is

about 7.55 percent of the total provincial area.

Under the circumstances, however, the final computation of

the aggregate territorial area of Tago is still pending for

consideration/finalization at the Land Management Bureau, RO

Xlll, Butuan City. This is due to the fact that the unclasslfied

public forest belonging to Tago was not included in the

computation earlier submitted including as well the subject

matter of this petition.

hmpt
C:t,tol

a

F'



For this purpose, petitioner submits the following maps

indicative of its territorial area, viz.:

1. Municipal Base Map of Tago (as Annex "D");

2. Municipal Base Map of Tandag (as Annex "E");

3. Provincial Map of Surigao del Sur (as Annex "F'r);

4. Geo-Hazard Map of CENRO-Tandag (as Annex "G");

5. Other Maps (as Annex "H")

d. Technical Description af the Boundarjes of LGU-Tago (vis-
d-vrs LGU-Tandag):

Technical description of the boundaries of LGU-Tago vis-i-

vis LGU-Tandag is not available considering the existence of

boundary conflict. Record of the LMB RO Xlll, Butuan City,

particularly Tandag Cadastre (GAD 392-D) and PLS-70 could

ably help in locating on the ground the boundary line

separating the two municipalities.

c- Wrilten certification of the Provincial AssessorlMunicipal
Assessor (as to territorial jurisdiction over the dispuhd
area according to records in custody):

The Municipal Assessor of Tago an.d duly attested by the

Provincial Assessor of Surigao del Sur certifies to the effect

that some landholdings found within the territory in dispute

have been declared and realty taxes thereto were assessed

and paid in the treasury of Tago. The subject landholding were

inventoried and previous tax declarations were traced and

established to have been originally registered in the roll of real

properties located in Sitio Cambating, Barangay Victoria of

Tago.

Copy of lhe Certification is made Annex "t'

accompanying inventorylhistory of Tax Declarations

marked Annex "J" to "J -.=L'to form part hereof.

and

are
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d. Written declaratians or sworn sfatements of tlte people
residing in the dr'spufed area:

1. Reckoned from the officials acts done by previous officials

of the contending municipalities and the province of

Surigao, the boundary between Tago and Tandag has been

described in the following documents, viz.;

a. Joint Resolution No. 4, series of 1919, adopted on

January 11, 1919 by the Municipal Councils of Tago and

Tandag, which resolution in part states, to quote:

"lTlhat the fixed bounda,ry line diaiding the

municipalities of Tandag and Tago shall be, as already fixed
and established, the eristing road, situated at tlu any
boundaries of Tanctag and Tago, uthich leads to Cambating
moufltain, and that all utaters that falls from tlu top of main
mountain to tle side of Tandag are hereby understood to hwe

fallen zoithin the territaial area of the muniapalitV of
Tandag, and those that falls in tla side of Tago are also Lwreby

understood to haae fallen urith the territoial area of the

nrunicipality of Tago:"

b. ln 1963, or, thereabout, then Provincial Governor

Recaredo B. Castillo presided over a session of the

Provincial Board, which august body categorically

confirmed and recognize the same boundary line fixed

and established in Joint Resolution No. 4, s. 1919, as

'[t]he existing road, situated at the very boundaries of

Tandag and Tago, which leads to Cambating mountain",

after a thorough investigation and ocular inspection

conducted right in the area in conflict, upon complaint

filed by then Municipal Council of Tandag;

c. The matters above-mentioned were in fact embodied in

Resolution No. 241 adopted by the Sangguniang

Bayan of Tago (SB-Tago) on January 5, 1981, copy of

which is made Annex "K" of this position paper.

d. Resolution No. 2-81 of SB-Tago was responded to by

Resolution No. 88{1 of the Sangguniang Bayan of
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Tandag (SB-Tandag) which was passed on February

16, 1981, copy of which is marked Annex "L", for

reference purposes.

2. Historical accounts and sworn statements of prominent

personalities and actual inhabitants in the disputed territory:

a. The residents of Barangay Victoria, especially the

Catholics which built a Chapel therein, attest, by way of

letter-petition, that the disputed territory traditionalty

belongs to Srtio Cambating which is part of Victoria,

Tago.

Copy of the Petition is made Annex "M" to form part

hereof.

b. Engr. Trazon B. Guda, G.E. executes a sworn statement

to the effect that during the survey of PLS-710 the

boundary observed between Tago and Tandag was the

same exrsfrng road referred to in Joint Resolution No. 4,

s. 1919 and technical delineation of the boundary line

could not be done under PLS-710 due to vehement

resistance of the officials and resident of Tandag. A year

later, Tandag Cadastre (CAD 392-D) established on the

ground the Municipal Boundary Monuments (MBM)

separating Tago and Tandag consistent with the

description outlined in Joint Resolution No. 4, s. 1919.

Copy of the Affidavit of Engr. Trazon B. Guda is made

Annex "N" of this position paper.

c. Mr. Ciriaco P. Portillo, former Deputy Provincial

Assessor of Surigao, Municipal Assessor and Treasurer

of Tago, likewise sworn to the fact that after WWll real

properties located within the territory in dispute were

declared and realty taxes thereto assessed and paid in

8
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Copy of the Affidavit of Ciriaco P. Portillo is made Annex

"O" hereof.

e. Other refevant documents or infarmation:

The matter of acceptance and actual recognition of the

existence of the boundary line between Tandag and Tago is

best shown in the Base Map of Tandag (see Annex 'E'). The

said map was prepared and officially submitted by LGU-

Tandag to the SP as part of its Comprehensive Land Use Plan

(CLUP). tn said Base Map the municipal boundary observed by

Tandag is the MBMs established in CAD 392-D which are

drawn right in the same existing road referred to in Joint

Resolution No. 4, s. 1919.

Even the National Mapping and Resource lnformation

Authority (NAMRIA) in its mapping project with the Provincial

Government of Surigao del Sur cited in the Final Report that

based on the Base Maps submitted by Tandag and Tago there

appears no conflict shown except for the south border

wherein Tandag claims its border up the junction of the road.

More, the existing buildings of Surigao del Sur Polytechnic

State College (SSPSC), which stands right in the heart of the

disputed territory was constructed by virtue of the Building

Permit issued by the municipality of Tago. Copy of the Building

Permit and supporting documents are appended hereto as

Annex "P" and "P- 1" to "P-{_", to form part hereof.

ln fine, petitioner, however, reserve the right to submit additional

documents which are relevant and material to their position over

the issues involved in the disputed territory.

CERiIlFIED MACHTNE COFY
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r.
lV. Reasons and Justifications

Petitioner seeks for the settlement of the instant boundary

considering the lapse of time that passed since the issuance of E.O. 41,

s. 1918. lt can be recalled as of January 11, 1919 the Municipal Councils

of Tandag and Tago jointly met and enacted Joint Resolution No. 4, s.

1919, precisely to delineate on the ground the boundary line separating

Tandag and Tago

No matter how the officials of Tandag would deny it, the fact

remains that the factual justification of said Joint Resolution No. 4 is still

sound and applicable nowadays. The 'existing road" that connects from

the National Highway to Cambating mountain range is still there. Even the

MBMs of CAD 392-D are consistent to the specifications made in said

joint resolution.

The claim of Tandag to extend the boundary up to the junction of

Victoria and Tago is misplaced. The national road and the junction

already existed at the time the joint session of the municipal councils in

1919. No reference was made to that effect thereby belying any truth to

their claim.

V. Ripeness af the Conflict fior Resolution

The existing improvements and economic activities undertaken by

the growing population in the disputed territory are beyond cavil.

ln Mariano v. Comelec the Court aptly ruled that 'lndeed,

unresolved boundary disputes have sown costly conflicts in the exercise

of governmental powers and prejudiced the people's welfiare.'

Even the right to suffrage becomes a subjective decision of the

voters themselves where to vote, instead of being 'territorial based"

subject to residency requirement under the Omnibus Election Code, as

amended. Of course, police power and law enforcement functions/duties

of the LGU is co-extensive to the territorial limits. But, because of the

confusion caused by the unresolved conflict, the law becomes illusory.

10
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The same is true in terms of revenue and tax duties, social services and

all other services it is always tentative thereby jeopardizing the

effectiveness of LGU and the rights of its citizenry.

This conflict is, therefore, ripe and ready for resolution by the

Honorable Sangguniang Panlalawigan.

Vl. Readiness to Enter into Amicable Settlement

Petitioner is more than willing to discuss with respondent to arrive

at and enter into an amicable settlement for the expeditious resolution of

this century-old boundary conflict.

Vll. Relief Sought

ln the light of the foregoing premises, petitioner prays for a
DECISION in its favor and against the respondent, declaring that the

territory in. dispute belongs to and is part of the territory of the Municipality

of Tago, province of Surigao del Sur.

Petitioner further prays for other relief as the law or equity may

require under the circumstances.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED.

Tago, Surigao del Sur, 14 Februarv 2005.

HERMENEGILDO P. PIMENTEL, JR.
Municipal Mayor/

Authorized Representative of the Petitioner
Local Government Unit of Tago

Province of Surigao del Sur

Pmklarl5rrEr1jrDut
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REPUBLTC OF THE PHTLTPPTNES)
PROVTNCE OF SURTGAO DEL SUR) S.S.
MUNTCIPALTTYOFTANDAG)

says

SUBSCRIBED AND SWO

VERIFICATION & CERTIFICATION
OF NON-FORUM SHOPPING

l, HERMENEGILDO P. PIMENTEL, JR., UNDER oATH, deposes and

l. That I am the Municipal lt/layor and duly authorizgd
rep-re-sgngtive of LGU-tago per Sn Resolution uo 4.f
s. 2005, the petitioner in the instant case;

2. That I caused the preparation and filing of the foregoing
position paper;

3. That I have read and knows the contents thereof and that
the allegations therein are true of my own knowledge and
based on authentic records;

4. And I FURTHER CERTIFY:

(a) That I have not heretofore commenced any action or
proceedings involving the same issues in the
Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals, or any tribunal
or agency;

(b) That to the best of my knowledge, no such action or
proceedings is pending in the Supreme Court, the
Court of Appeals, or any tribunal or agency;

(c) That if I should thereafter learn that a similar action or
proceeding has been filed or is pending before the
Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals, o[ any other
tribunal or agency, I undertake to report that fact
within five (5) days therefrom to this Honorable Court.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, I sign my [affie this FtB i 4 20m
in the Municipality of Tandag,

H EGILDO MENTEL, JR.
Affiant

this rfs 1 ,i mffi
in Tandag, Surigao del Sur, Philippin

GERARDO M. MAGLIN
Notary Public

Until December 31, 2006
PTR No. 0788432 - Jan. 03, 2005
IBP No. 512925 -Jan.03,2005

Tandag, Surigao del Sur
Roll No. 36928 - 4.27 .95

Doc. No. t!] ' Page No. 17 ; Book No. >$ ; Series of 2005
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e,:'i'1.:-1!r' l,:...1. lli-rilrrr,.-; ,'...:: I *fi''.'.-',-:i.:- '., -'. 1'l'..'
'iu_- 

-)1.'u,;r:i,,rli:- ,lr: 1,'i lli:1]:. ii il,-,.'i '-i1-!..1,,1.,,',. i,

1:lri r:tr,ot'tr,; 'tuc' -l e j-nrlu
i i. ,' t' . Cttr i: : r g.] rr iiUt_. e1-
._:.; i,..i:i.:r. _ I ,'/

cet.l

fr{rtrlDnul' -}-.r t::'.:,ls:1.:'.cir:ir nI purtts ,:teslglllr.1.,, por'' l-us interracltdul, l.r creu fluir
r::srrl uIplltltilo :lrl;r1,il-r .;i. expv,i'i 3t L,u :r por 1a tlltJuos L)ir )-ir o1:inion 4ry est,ry
Cotice jo c,t:: cu),,o uLI ticir: i:,.lrlto -"i r;e rri ic .1 l)i 11t) corliortnjlr's€ VLlu:;trc LLxcc.l snci-
L:iI:t\)- - Por e:l- utilr.l:lcn. rtlu r:'..tnfl--13rl tc r:1ui],:1:l vx;)rLuLCrtv, su il,rdt.rcu urlr i,1urni,,",r*
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rl+i:ulllliv:r ll l:is c;:i:'ict"tcei-r 1u i -1i., ;1.;r111.,.1' ,.1g1 rl):'ll' 1I /icf rir.r ert cu1/,.,.[i ,:rril l.rrl
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:'.'lrlt i:r-i."+r-n(li-l: ,:,:'; :"'ii'it'.i:il- " l'.'1t,.:"i:1i.. 'lr: l1 jl'ri'r'ii1tLti3. lf ct)It I1,1 i,)],:'Yr.ci..rr ,l.t
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tsn corno sus habitantes }a han prctcndido.rt

Y comforrnc Su Exccllcncisino o1 Hey I (
dictamon, ha tcnido a bicn rcs€Iver dc icucr
pgno.tr Y dis

Y dispucsto un cunplimrinnto por dicha Euporior la autorldad en d.ccritode 27 de Jufio cl ultimo ppdo, tcn6;a e1 6;usto d.e trasladarla a V.E. VucstrsEscellencisino pare. su conocimiento y efcctos que pi?ooetlan Dlos quo se ben-
diga a vuestro ExcelLcncisimo a/ Manila 2j d.e ngori. de 189f.

I

P.O.

L CENTERRO

Excelloncisino sr. oovcrnor Padro obispo de las rslus de Mindanao

1 88,

Rolativo cI Orden /Iprobando Ia traslacion deI pucblo de Tago aI
dc Lsguna

Entcndoncia Gonartl
de Haclcnda de Filipinas 1 881 Exccllcncisimo Scnfior

Junio 1l- 188]

Er. o. tprpbalrd,o rn trr:.stncicu-. ta Doroction gene'ral dc Admlnlstra-
rier r\ebio de ra6o a1 do Lesuna :::l ::filr:::ri"i:"ri:t:iil:1". '

Excellencisimo Sef,or. - Pcrr cI Hinistcrio de Ultuu l.lar, con fecha
1l dc Junio ultirno y bajo eI no. 158, ha sido consnicada al Excellonci-
sinno Sef,er Gobernedor gencral la Rcal Orden csi6utentcs:

rrExcellencisitno So6or: iilerrl$.hIal,l eiri clstie t{l.nlstcrio eI expediente en
copia eobrc traslacion dc1 pueblo, de tago eL sitis dinourlnaCo l,Laguna)
deL distrito dc Surigatr cn cs&$ fsl-as, 9uc so sirvio Vuastro Excellonci-
simo remitdr rre on carta oftcial nunorao 1OO de 5 ae Uayo ultimo; Jr o6n-
sultado oI ConsoJo Cc Fiti.pinas, este ha scrvid,ti informar en les oiguien-
tes terminos:

rrExcellcncisimo Seflor: En.;gran tcmporal proCuJe en los primcros dlac
Co Diciernbre dc 1881,Ia tnundacion dol fiuablo do tago, dlstrito do Suri-
gao cn Flliplnas, pardiondoso todas las scmcnteras, plantaciones y anirra-
Ies drmestlcos y de::rur'rbandoso varias casaa. Con aste rnotivo cbservonCtlse
que eI torreno en qua csta fundado, dicho pucble bntre cI mar y un roo va
stcsbandEse por Las corricntes y ofrcce 2O1Br cada dia nnalror peligro do
nucvas inuudaciones, fue c,cncobtda por el-.Gobernador do1 Dlstrito Ia idea
de su traslaclon a punto m$s seguro y conyeniento. trdoa que acoJida por JL",

los habitantcs produJe una espoiicion pidienite quo se los autorizase para
trasladarsc a un punto inmediato conocido con cl nuubrc dc,Laguna, donde
con espaelo bastanta 2O2* para el establoclmiento del pueblo y Ios culti-
voa necessrios pudlcnan ostar a salvo de nucvas inundacioRes. - Creyendo
eI Gobernador mas convenientc a los intcresos goncralesr Quo Sn vez de
hacc'r1so la traslacion al- punto iarnoriiato por aquollos voainos, si viri-
ficase enmiendose aI pucblo dc tandag, do la misma parroquia hizo indica-
cion rLo este extrcmo uI pcdir informos sobro Ia prctcnslon 2028' dc los v
vccinos dc tago al Revcrendo Cura Parroco y aI Reverends Padrc Supcrior
do las Llisiones dol distrito. EI primcro contesto quc Ia traslacion era
noccsaria y cl- sitio cligido por loe cxponcntes a propostto, slendo on
opinion el quc sc acordasc de conformided por quo Ia uniorr con tandag
ofresera grnndes dificultades quo vcnceu porque rcdundilria cn perjuiclo
de los recurricntos y por otras crrusas quc no cree dc1 caso oxponer. E]

a_



2O1t Reverendo Padrc Superior informa tambien en
Laguna diciendor euo oste sitio es o1 mc j

ion
caso
t 0lll-
a

& no scr (a[ade) quc razoncs dc rnayor enti
Bulsaran al- oobi erno a J.as simpllfioacj-on
parroquisralloyendoso cn eI hecho de Ia dis t rric iisi! de este que todos rieplo-ramos, Io que calobraria cn cstremo pues o lri entonccs Ia multiplicidadtde pucblos en los diversns p&rloquis.s dc cstc dlstrito redunda siompre engrsvc perjuicio de l-a rol_igion de3. ii'stedo, .y do todos los intercs nateria-2O4* les, intolactunles y nnoral cs do 2o*'1os individuos do los ptreblos.

205'

AI rcnnitir eI cxpedientc e1 Gobornador d.o Su,rigao al- do !,lindanao pro-
;rono la traslacion inncdiato de tago aJ- punto designado por aqueJles vecibos
aflqdiondo que crcc sorga conveniente a1 Ererio , oi bior,- eepiritual y mater-ia1 de los naturalcs Ia union dc aquol puotr1-o a1 de Tanda6 lue ticno dicz(Cebecerlas) cunndo el primcro consta sol-o de ocho, q,ro sola J-os soparon
dos loguas de buen oamino y que aoi podria formarse eon un sulo puoblo Ia
parropuiar con Sron bonoficio pare. 1-a Adrninistracion porquc dcsgracloda-
monte aquelLos nsturoLos rcsisten ootas unlones por antagonlsmo Locn1cs,
y por eu tendoncie a bivir aisl-adrs y Iojos eu Lo posiblo, de 2o!* Ia vi-
gllancia de la Administr&cion.

El Gobcrnedor d,c Hindanao prelpone al rernitir eI cxpcdionte e Ia Diroc-
cion de Adminlstracion; que se aecoda a 1o pretendido por los habitantes de
tago r y a]" Gobernador Gcneral del Archipielago do Acuerdo eon ,,iicho Diroc-
cionr Jr con o1 Conscjo ds Adnninistracicn asi 1o acordor.

2O5B' Al oxanninar eI expcdiente, cI no6ociado respetivo de Ia Dircccion do
Administracion y fomento de oste Hininterio, paroce inclinarso a Ie idea
de quo la Traslacion d.c tago se hepa a tanda6 por considerar de profercnto
atcnclon las razones cn quo se funds eI Gobcrncdor de Suri6ao autsr do ostc

2O5' ponsarnionto, apoyad.as on cierto modo por cI Superior do 2O6+ Ias misionos; -ty en tal concepto hace notar que eI parroeo no espeeifica las rausnes quo Ie en-'
ducen a crcor que tal treslacion ofroceria grand.es difficultados y quo eI
Gobornador dc Mindanao con }a Direccion do Adninistracion Iocel y ol Conscjo
prescindon dc aquell:r iden Ilmitandosc e proponer ]a traslacion al punto

2068* disignado por los 2068* intcrcsadosg Jr cree luc seria oportuno ampliar cI
'oxpcdicnte o por 1,r menos oir Ia opinior,r de este OonscJo con cu;ro ultimo
punto a teniris a blen conformarso Vucstro Excelleneislmorr. =

Por el examdR de cuanto qucda expuosto sc doduoe una idea loablo de
2O7* parto de1 Gobcrn:rdor dcl distrito dc Surigao al pretender 207' que una vez

que los vecinos dc ta6o se yon obligado a qbandoira.r el punto tionde est&n
ostablocidos para constituirse on otro que ofresca mas seguridad y nas dia
fensR a lus corrientcs dc 1as rguas dcl mar y do1 rier en cuyas orillas
vivcnr.elegicran e1 pucbl.o de tandag qrae bicn situado y pertenccicnto a Ia

aO?!* mlsna parroguia t{ilil,s, rtetr:rrrnos bestantos para 1a pobJ.acion 2o?B* ectual de
ambos desomejante urrion resultarior tr&s meJor ofcctiva cn 1a Admtnlstra-
cion ospiritual y mertori.al dc Ia parroquia y con la formacion de un Oentro
may@r de poblacion podrian tocarse boncficio paru eI conmun dc oqucllos
habitentoE porquc sicndo mes importente el puoUto ma.Jrores scrian sus cle-

2o8' nle::tos da 2o8r dc prosperidad- Pero no clebe olvldarse quc sc trata de un
pueblo organisndo o indcpandicntc de todo decechoi quo ticnc naturalmcnte

. epeSo a sus ho6nr y que si por Ict fuorza de ls.s circumsts.ncias 1o truslada
a otro punto, quicre conserv4r su independoncin y olige para Ia traslacion cn

sitio reconocido por todes cemo bueno lr€rra e} caso, con estes cireulrstan-
2O8B' cias ha de rcsistcr su union a un puebio mayor cn vecindarlo y mas aun

cuands ese pucblo dista dos lcguas, quc aun cuando de bucn camino siempre
rcprcscnten una d.istancia cxtraordinaria.puu,a Ia traslacion y aun para oI
oultivo do aqucllos terrcnos de Ta6o que ha.y:rn sido distruidos por Ia inu

2O9* decion y cuyos 2O!' llevad.oros quieran scguir explotando.rr -
En tal concepto tcniendo en eonsidcracion eI cctracter $i tcndsncia de

razs. indigcna en Filipinasi quc si convisne aocliflo&r ostc csractcrr procu
ranclo Ia aglomerecion on un solo pueblo clc los distintos quc conponcn una
parroquin plra 1r: me jor AdrninistreCiuii ospir.itual y matcrisrl; es tambien
inpert*nte eI procur&r quc helli Conde haye. tcmenos &propiados para cstat
lecim*etrto da pobl:cioncs se ccnstituyan estos eviti..ndo 3si 1a daspoblaoie
de grandcs eomarcas, a Ia par quc sc ofresca alimentc a Ia cxplotacion de

terronos cn cultos Jr susceptiblcs do ri.cas pr:--^^i na -,:r" rr'l t_imo. oue eI 210* gllencio d.o

'oduceioncs; tcnicndo sn eonsi
1 Gobernador tlo Mindanao comt
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211*
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eonro dc lcrs oficinas Contralcs dol ConseJe de Adrninistracion y aun del
nisno Gobcrnador Goncrnl aI- ocuparse de este asu.nto, rcspccts do ls. xno-
cion de1 Gobernrtdcrr do Surigao obcdcce sin dudar:rnto todo al oronocirtion-
to adqulrido sobre cl terreno, dcl carerotor dol indio, sus instintos e
incllneciones Jr -l- convonciniento do que aI ob1ignr a los morarioros de
tngo :l trasladarse :r tand.a6 podrla resultar contraproducente, puosto que
acuellos en uso dc sus dorechos que no pucden negarselos, trasladarian su
vocinded al]t ttondo las fucrs, rnos a6radablc sin mas que oumplir faciles
prceeptos legalesl cl Couoojo cree pucde 211r Vucstro ExcelLEncisimo sor-
virsc aprobar la rcsolution consultad por e1 Gobcrnador Gencral de FiI1'
pinas acorCs.ndo ls traslacion del- pucblo de tago desde eI sitio on quc
esta implentado al dc Laguna, tq1 norno sus habite.ntes lo han pretendido.
v

Y conforma Su Hnjestad cI Rey (g.E.z.) con o1 preinscrto dictamen'
ha tenide a blen rcsolvcr dc s,cuords 212'Io traslaclo a a Vuostro Excel-
lcncisims pera su conocinisnto y fines opertunos.

Dios guardo a Vuostro Exccllencisino nuchos aflos. Manila 29 dc A8osto
de r88].

Flrmado pero n@ pucde locrso

Exooo Soi Cont:rdor Gencral de 0ucnta

NOIE: Xcrox copies obtnincd fronn the t{:rtlonal Archivos in Spenish hand-
writi.ngs, noticulously trnnscribod for oasy t*urding and translatlon
into thc En6gIish Lan64rago by Mr. Jubcrto P. l.{ontencgror Ex-serninerian
of the Ordo Sancti Au6ustinil forncr Spanish Instructor Bukidnon Stato
collego Extc'rnalstudics (tunaoe) DrtG bfficor of rago 19?2-85' 1992'96
Ex-OfC Mayor of Tnnclag Jan. t5-FeU. 21 1!88 now an LGOO V Retireo as

of Nov. 5, 2Oo4 - an Agriculturist by Educational Qualif,
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.****Jk-.$'**-Source: Ercccicn d,e pucblos - Surigeo 185, _ fggZ n* I

Part If Pagco 199 - Z1Z
1 99'

r 88:

Re5;rr rl.lug ' uhc""Order ( Decree )

of Tego to the one of Laguna.
Appuoving the Trnnsfer of the I'oyn

200*

Gcnoral Infornntion about
the Lands in the Philippincs

( orric ia1 sca.L )

ne 1! - 188,

Regerding the Order Approvin6
the Trc,nsfer of tho Toun of
Tngo to the orro at Leguna

2008'

1 88, Your Exoo DCJ t r

Thc' Director Genoraf of Civ1l Administra-
tisn with d.ate 2] of the cctual (month) says
in his directive which follows:

rrYour Excc1lcncy, Sir: E3t thc Ministry of
Overseas, with data last 15 of June ancl under
Ito. 4rB hae been communlcated to Hls Bxcellon-
cy thc Govcrnor Gcncral thc following Roytl
0rder:

201 '

2018.

202.

20281

*ttYour ExcelLoncy, Sir: Rcceivect itt this
Ministry the document cepy crbout the tnansfor
of the town of Tago to thc site called (Laguna)
of thc District of Suri6ao of that Isltrnd whtch
Yotrr Excclloncy pronrptad you to send a in sn
off icial lcttor No. 100 dated 5 of l;q,:l l'layl "
ard upon eonsulting the Council ,of thc Philip3
pines, the latter respondod in the folIowin6
terms:

Your Ercellenco, Slr:

A very boC uoathor during the first days (week) ef Dcaernbcr of 1B8r
proCuced the inundation ouer the toun of Ta6o, dietr:ict of Surigro in thc
Philippincs dostroying a1-I the secdlings, plarrtations and domcstic,rnimals
anC y.rshing au&y sevoral proporties. With this eituation, it could be sLsorved
that tho lana uton which lfrii sald^town has bccn estoblishod is situated
bstween thc sec and a river, its goln1; to be undermined b..r'the watgr our!-
ronts and erposas itself evory clay*to thc maJor danger of neu overflood-
in6, thus it yas eoncelved an idoa by thc Govcrnor of the Distriot, to trans-
fc:r to a plaoe muoh safer and conveniont site.

An idoa which was a6rood,/acceptcd by the inhabitants rasultcdi to their
petitl-on requesting that they be cruthorized themsclvcs to transfer, te an
edJaconb sito known us La65una, whcrc there is enough sp$ce for thc ostab-
Iishmcnt'of the town and the nocoss:rry improvcmcntB wherc they aro safe
from thc rccurrin6 fLood.

fho Govornor, boliovin6y thnt it would be more convenient to ttre 6onct"a1
intcrcst thst instead of doing the transfer trir the adlaccnt site to those
inhabitants, ho verified. himsol amending to unito to tho town fo Tandag' of
the sc.rno Parish he nrnd.e this extneme decision aftcr: havin6 askcd inforn:tnts
about the cl.ulns of those rcsidents of Tago as relayed to the Reverend.
Parish Pricst and to the Revcrend Fathcr Supc::ior of tho Mlssions of thc
District. Tho formcr (Parish Pricst) answered. thnt thc trnnsfer nas neoos-
sary to thc sitc chosen by the petitioncr, being his own opinion he eleci-
dod to confirrn, bccsuse the union with Tancia6.1 offors 6reat dlfficultics to
co!]quer, bocause constent ovcrfleodi:r6 cluEe dameges and for other causcs
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oth

kaprn2o1' vhich he rioo,*,nont bsI-icvc to exprain of thc caso

The Reveccnd Fathcr Suporior infornns also itrans fer to La5yuna, saying that this sito is the best and mosfor the prcsont cesc, not to be (he adds tha main reason of greator inport)and intercst nore gcneral in scope
]Org' 6radual oinntrrlification of Towns 2O,38

tliat would impel the Govcrnor to the

the d.cstructiorr of the 1ettcr (town)
' in that' parishr helping; in the act
whioh we elL dcploro, the one whichis based on the crtrcme, rro11 to my understanding the nnr}tip y of townsin the various psrishes of this district redsund.s nlways in pre Judiceof the religion of the statc and. to all of material, intclle and moral2o4i interests 2o4 * of thu- individurl-Is of the towns,

Upon sonding the dossier, the Govornsr of Surl6rcrdr aE voll ps of llinri-
darl:to' pnoposcd thc lmrnediate transfer of Ter6o to the sj.te desijfnated bV
those inhabitants, adding thnt he believes it yould bo advantagEous to thc
National Trcusury, as wcIl as spirituaL and matorial tho rrnlon of that town
to thnt of Tandag which hns Ten (Calecerias) nh$rr. &t, first osnsist of
only Eight, vhich is oeparated only for frro League (1 league = ] nnilos)yet
connects'd by woll, paved r6ad, ancl thus lt could form itself lnto cine tewn
to a one parlsh, uith 6.re&t bonofit for the ACministralion bocause unfor:
tunately thoee natives ot)poso this union (tago with Tandag) dr,ie lto local
antagonism/::d.valry and dui to thcir inclination to Iive isolate.l and far
as much as possible fren the vigllant.oyo ef the Adninistration.

TheGovernor of Mindanao pro]roses upon sending the d.ossier to the
Dircctor of Ad.ninistration, vhich he agrees to tho peti,tlcn by the inhabit-
tants of Tago, and to the Golgonor Gcneral of thc Archipolage, in unison
uith the said directive and uith the Council of Administrationr ttre same
it concunrad.-

Upon cxemining tho d.ossi-er., thc Departmontts rcspcctive Directers of
Administrationr slril upon thc insinuation of this Ministry, seemb inclined
himself to the idea o1' whi.ch the transfer of tago to Tandag should be donr
upon conaidering of the prefcrential nttention tho reasons upon which the
Governor ef Suriges has bascd, author of this thinking assisted in certain
Ccgroe Ly the Superior 2O5+ of the Missions &nd sueh-ooncept, bas to tako
note thnt the Parish Priost doas not specit'y the rtrasons that vould inCuce
hj-m to bel-ieve that such traasfer nould offcr 6reat d.iffieultios and that
the Golernor of Hindanao with the Director of Locul Administratiorr and tho
Csuncll' sotting crside that idea and limitin6 themsolves to resolvo the
transfen to the place designntt,"d by tho intercsted pertiesr; and bolleveo
it vould be oppertune to arnplify the dossier 6r at loast to hear the opin-
ion of this Council vith vhoso finslity as well as to approvc/consur, lour
Excelloney..

207'.

207B'

For upon oxarnining as to how mu.ch remrr.ins to be explninetl , ho ricduccs
an idea laurlable on the pert of thc Gorcrnor of thg Distriot sf Surip;no upon
proclairnin6 2Ol' thst onc'o and for all the inhabitanl:e sf T;rgo,ysuld bc
obligeC themsel-ves to abandon the place where they' are cstalalished in order
to conetttute on the othcr (p1nco) which offers ,bre socurity and much
defendod frem the currents of the waters-ci t*e.:,1i\ra anri of thai river upon
uhose banks they are 1lving, they uould shoose the tourn of fnndag which
i.lelL sltuatsd and bclon5gin6 to tho se.me pnrish, which has adoqrrato enou8h
land *rea for the actual P6l1itcion of both# 2Of3r of eimilar dnion would
rosuLt to a more moral and spiritual effcctj.vr administration of tho
parish and wj-th the fornation of a bi66cr ContRnI,::, Poblacio:r. Theycould
neap common bencflts for thosc inhcbitents beeeuso the bigger the toun,
tho more thero yilI be thc clements of prosperity. 208*

2O8' Rut one mrrst not for,get rll-tas hc
depcndont .toyn of al-l its rights; tha
to their horne and thnt 1f by tho for
to enothor pleco, roquiros ts con$ervtransfer a eitc knoun by ovcrybody as2O8Bi curnst&nc6s+naturolly it has to rrosist

is dee11n6 uith an organiaed and in-
t it has nuturally an attaclrment to
ca ,8f thc cirounotanoo tho transfer
o its independcnoo &nd chsoscs for
Bo6C f6r the caEo, vith those oir-
its union to a torrn bigger in its

liciI
lgreap

etuaL

205'
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2108.

211'

z'.t2*

vicinity and muoh evLl'n monc whcn that tovn distanecs for Tns loafuos, (1-loague = ) niles) vhich evon then oonnceted. by good-ro;; ;;;." arwayerepresc'nt e,n extraordinery distanec for thc trranofcr and nvsn for tlc
FYI:l""t]on. of thosu lands of Tag,rr urhich might havo bcorr destroyed tryrr'oou a.nd vhose fuuno:rg vould likc to keep on uorking :n (terrronoo)."

fn such concept, tehln6 int,e correiCeratlons thc charactcr and the
inclination of tho-incligensus r,;res in thc Fhilipptrrosi uhieh if it ieconvcniEnt to modify this char:actcr of precurtn|- the 6lustering into w:r,.i
only ono town of thc distnieto whish yould comprisc onc parJ-sh for thebetter adrninistrltion tof cf spiritual:rnd matoni:rl neods;:lt is al uoirnportnnt' for the proeurcncnt therc where thcro ure langs a;rpriopr:iato
flor thc ostabl j.shmcrrt of p,abletions tha construct.ion of those, avoidlng
thus thc disentegration of big distriets likeyiso yhleh offer!5 itsolf
stinulue to the cultivati'on of lends still unCevolopod ansl suseoptiblo
to rieh prcduetionsg taking into eorrsidoration, finally, that ths silonce"
of the Govcrnon of Ftinclu.neo a.s vell gs of thc Ctntru.l Offices of thtr Coun-
cil ttf ACministnation aad evon of the vcry Eame Govornor General upon tak-
ing eo8niz&nce sf this eo.ser vith reepest to thc noation cf the Gove::rno:r sf
Suri65ao, hc foLlows untlsubtedlyrp bcfore alL else upon hj.s knwledge ooqui-
re d about thc lcrnd, about thc ehu,recter ,rf the nattvee., thoir inetinet
and inelinntir:ns and+ u.pon his beliof of whioh to requira tho inhabitante
of Tago to transfer to Tandag eould r-.csult to be countcrrproduetlve, sinoc
those (inhabitants) in tha exerciso of thclr rlghts, they cannot bo {onioC
themaolvos r they tnd6hl; transfer thalrr noighlorhood thero yhore tho ferther
they are tho micro a$rartablo vith'rut rnush te conrply sasyr legal rules; tho
Council belioves, Yotrr Excollonoyr+that you serve yoursalf to app:'ovo the
Roeolution as oonsultecl hy the Gsvcpnsrr Genoral of the Philippinios rcrolv-
ing thc transfcr of the to,,vn of fago fronr thc sits upon rrhieh it] tras in
placed t,c the site ef Leg;une1 such as uhat'i.t,s inhabitnnts have [ctitioneC.

ed srCer ho
Ercellcnoe
anofer ) .

In
t,r

May God graard your Exccllency for rnan3r nore ycnr6. Hanila 29th of
August, 188]

(sGD) ILIEGTBLE

or.FICIAt sEiL

( scn) rLLEGrRr,lt

HIS EXCEI,LENCE SSI{OR COI{TADOB OENERAL DE CIIENI'A

NO'Its The llanuscript in Spanish Part f from Page 184. to 199*trgnslatlons
are sirnilar. to Part 2 from page 1gt* to g12r. thc forner is vcry hard
to deciphcr such handvritin6l; tho ls.ttor quito improvcd ponrnenohip,
thst6 only thc dif forcnce, the sernc- contcxt, the sme words usel, thc
slmc molnin6. Poro n,u hay nacla que docir sobre loo fines dc. loE
torrcnoc aI d.c Tago ningun a} dc fandni4, pues no hay cuenta parar 1os

And llis Hejcaty, the Ki;rg ( g.E.Z) confirms with his insert
hns hel{ ae rrcll to ress}ve undnimously* the t:rhnemtttin6l to you
for your infonmation,/krrowlodgo and timety cnd (on the iasuo of

l. indo:roe
la Corte !

!ago, Iro se oucnta en

ERTO P. },lON

CEfiTIFIED MAC}IINE COPY

qr*M#f
fatlaa*ftrBtgapan ng

Capitol

Date:

ontne las municipalidaaeu de

Traduotor
HO
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Republic of the Philippines
PROVINCE OF SI'RIGAO DEL ST-IR

I'ANDAG

Office of the Provinciql Assessor

CER'I'IF'ICATION

TO WHOM IT NLA.Y CONCERNT

I'HIS IS TO CERI'IFY rhat per official records of this office, the herein
attached CertifiEd Xerox copy of Tax Dsclarations was previously dcclared in the
Municipalify of Tago, Surigao del Sur, and was subsequently transfened in the
Mruricipality of Tandag sarne province, by virnre of the approved Survey of
CAD392-D, Tanrlag Cadastre.

lsrued this 14th day of February, ZAA5 ai Tandag Surigao clel Sur, upou
the request of the lvlunicqral Assessor, Tago, Stuigao riel Sur', for whatevel'
purposo it may s6ft,o.

A.

Cert. !-ee:
EXEMPI-ED.

*

lr

I

br

D*.
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NAT{IBATOAi\ SA TANAITI:

v

2

mi, mgo residente ug lumolu pyo so Borongoy V L- o, Iogo,
del Sur, hingkod no ong ponuigon, mogosulti ug mogopomotuod

mosunod:

mi mgo miembro so Romono Kotoliko ngo simbohon dinhi so
rongoy Victorio, Togo, Surigoo del Sur;

no ngo ponohon komi nogo soulog so omong boloon ngo
iso so omong kopilyo/simbohon so Victorio, Togo, Surigoo del Sur,

o konhi guingonlon ug Sityo Comboting;

ng omong Kopilyo nCImugno pogko topos niodtong iko duhong
ubot so kolibuton niining moo gihopong lugor so Sitio Comboting
go koron guingonlon no ug Borongoy Victorio, Togo, Surigoo del

\E-
l,

AT ng omong Kopilyo nohimong Simbohon niodtong tuig 1952
noogi so inisyotibo ni konhi Kopiton del Boryo so Victorio, Susonte
oreso, kining lugor ngo nohimutongon so simbohon konunoy

sokop so Lungsod so Togo isip Sitio Comboting ngo koron
uingonlon no ug Borongcy Victorio, Togo, Surigoo del Sur;

( o qng guitorokon so moong simbohon gikon so pogko mugno
ongtud koron mqo ro ngo lugor, diln ong noosoy ngo yuto
riponog-iyohon konhi ni Simproso Mortinez, kini nohimutong so tu-

bohin so dolon so Notionol Highwoy polngon so Borongoy
ornut;

6 ongtud koron kining Kotoliko ngo Simbohon sq Victorio. Togo,
SuriEoo del Sur sokop so Porokyo so Lungsod sq Togo;

Koming mgo sokop o miembro so Romono Kotoliko moo ong
nogdumolo, nogpolombo ug nogpo improve so simbohon dinhi so
itio Comboting ngo tcoron guingonlon no ug Borongoy Victorio,
og:o, Surigoo del Sur.

ngolo
guig pogpomotuod omo kining pogo permohon so omong
ning iko 16 ngo odlow so Enero, tuig 2005 so Victorio, Togo,
del Sur.Suri

lon Permo
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REPUBLTC oF THE Pru-nnmes )
Pr.ovw(e or Suruceo oer- Sun) S.S
MuNrcpellrY oF TeNoec )

- ---v-r-__ryr':.:,:;.d;.,J

qoprr

AFI.'IDAVIT

I,. ENGR. TRAZON GUDA 1, BORIA, 80 years, Filipino, widower, with
residence and postal address located at Laurente St., Purisima, Tago, Surigao del Sur,

LTNDER oATr{, hereby depose and state:

l. That I started to work with the Bunnau oF LANDS under the Department of
Natural stenographer/t1,pist and rose fiom the ranks to obtain

neering, as a working student, to eventually retire as

Environrnent and Natural Resources Officer (CENRO) of Tandag in
r 989

the

alt of

That in 1964, L was assigned as District Land Offfcer in Bislig Sub-Oftice
the rnunicipalities of Lianga, Barobo, Tagbina, Hinatuan, Bislig and Lingig,
province of Surigao del Sur.

That while 1 was working with Bureau I got married to Gloria Montero, a
residenp of Tago, Surigao del Sur, where we established our own residence.

i

14. That sonetime in 1960, i find it necessary to initiate a petition with the

Bureau of Lands to conduct a Iand survey in the municipality of Tago that formerly
comprised the present municipalities of San Miguel, Bayabas and Cagwait.

S That with my personal representation we were able to convince Director
Zoilo Castillo of the Bureau of Lands to undertake Public Land Survey (PLS) 710 in
the municipality of Tago sometime in1962.

6. That I was then the Assistant Chief of Party of Survey Party No. l5-C of
the Rureau of Lands in Tago, Surigao del Sur.

7. That as chief of sunrey parqy I was involved in establishrng primary and
secondary control nraps/boundaries of the project prior to the actual subdivision
surveys per lot clai.mants.

, S. fhu, in establishing the pnmary amd secondary control maps for the actual
subdivision surveys per lot claimants we were able to observe that the traditional
boundary separating the trvo (2) municipalities of Tandag and Tago was an existing
road cbnnected to the national highway that led to the general direction of Carnbating
mountain range located in the viclnity of Barimgays Rosario (of Tandag) and Victoria
(of Tago).

9. That for a number of times attempted our survey' party tried to establish
rnuniclpal boundary markers made of round tirnber along the foot trail but during
nighttime the residents of Rosario and probably with the consent of the offrcials of
Tanda[ would remove the markers and transfer it somewhere near the junction of
national road in the vicinity of Barangay Victoria.

tO. Ttrat every time we erect MB markers during the day the residents of
Rosario would transfer at nighttime.

A.

hlpoa
Sste:

1



h... I i

1 l. That the controversy lasted tbr three (3) months and because of the .

unresolved cont'lict the survey party was prompted to leave behind the area in conflict
to give rvay to Tandag Cadastre (CAD. 392-D), to settle the controversy which was

underway in the municipality of Tandag.

i2. That indeed under Cad. 392-D the municipal boundary monunents
(MBM) consistent to our observations were established but just the same the leaders

of Tandag questioned it.

il3. That based on my personal knorvledge and inlbrmation I hereby attest to
the factlthat the area in dispute belongs to the municipality of Tago.

WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
f,D in Tandag, Surigao del Sur, Philippines.

B.G
Affiant

iSUBSCRIBED
f[B f 4 ?fiiY,

exhibited his PRC I.D. No

AND SWORN to betbre me this
in Tandag, Sungao del Sur, Philippines. Atfiant

at

CERTITIED MACHINE COPY
GERARDO M.

Notary Prlblic
Unril December 31,2006

P'I'R No..0788-13? -Jan- 03,2005
IBP No. 512925 -Jari.03,2005

'l'ar-rdag Surigao del Sur
itoll No. 36928 - 4.27.95

Tangapan ng Panlalar@t

l)crc. No. fil:pugrNo. 17 ,Book N<>. Sl , S.'o.* of 2005

&..,lsotq
ROSETYI$A. FABIOSA

Adminr str6tive Ofticer V

1

WITNESS
t + i"nnn
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Adela

. That on May 1, 1946 I was appointed as Deputy Provincial Assessor
of the of Surigao and I was later appointed as Municipal Assessor
and icipal Treasurer of Tago.

of taxes.

That I have personal knowledge of the fact that the parcels of
agricu lands located in Srlio Cambating of Barangay Victoria have been
decla for taxation purposes and all taxes thereto vyere paid in the treasury
ofT

oF THE PHurentruesi
oF SuRrGAo DEL SunlS.S.

orTRuono )

AFFIDAVIT

, CIRIACO PORTILLO y PRADO, 84 years, Filipino, manied, with
and postal address located at Parela St., Purisima, Tago, Surigao

UNDER oATH, hereby depose and state:

That these properties include those that are situated near the
of Barangay Rosario which is now considered as the subject of the

bound ry dispute between the municipalities of Tandag and Tago.

That as a native of Tago, I know for a fact that the real properties of
the nent personalities, such as: lreneo Montero, Dr. Honesimo Ruiz,

tsalala
Montesclaros, Francisco Acevedo, Sr., Eustaquia Sison, Doroteo

Ereberto Paurnia, Luis Acevedo, Femando Acevedo, Juan Acevedo,
Serra Ty, Crispin Bandoy and several other persons, all of whom

and paid their realty taxes in the municipality of Tago.

That based on the old records of the Provincial Assessor it is very
clear the properties found within the tenitorial area disputed by Tago and
T were part and parcel of the territory of Tago.

8. That the records of the Assessor was revised only after the
lan applied for title under Tandag Cadastre (CAD 392-D) through a

show
proceedings whereby the applicants are made to execute tending to
the land is within Tandag.

9. That of my own personal knowledge and information I hereby attest
fact that the area described as the area in dispute belongs to the

I

I

t!"1to
ml lity of Tago.

That charge of the assessments of
the properties and their tax liabilities throughout the municipality of Tago
which covers the Bayabas, San Miguel and Cagwait.

That in the course of my routinary functions, I was personally
in the determination of the kind of land, area, productivity and

, and value of real properties to anive at the conect assessment



T
No.

WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
in Tandag, Surigao del Sur, Philippines.

Affiant

AND
i

I :il

to beforeme-this irtu ii ZritJI in
Surigao del Sur, Philippines. Atfiant exhibited his ldentification Card

issued at on

GERARDO M.
Notary Public

Unu.l December 31,2006
IlTlt No. 0788432 -Jan. 03,2005
IBP No. 512925 -]an.03, ?005

'fanclag, Surigao del Sur
Roll No. 36928 - 4.27.95

Doc. No. 8i>: Pagc No. \-1 , Book No. XXI ; S".i", oF2005.

2

IN WITNESS
f,iii;r 1 4 i:ltiil
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Republic of the Phitippines

Prouince oI $ufigao dcl $ul
Tonggopon ng Songguniong Ponlolowigon
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IN THE MATTER OF
SETTLEMENT OF
MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY
DISPUTE BETWEEN THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF TAGO
AND TANDAG, THIS
PROVINCE,

MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO,
Petitioner,

CASE No.

d

4
CL.
d.
i,
15

d4

r
t,

E TE:

E'(:

Tir'ril
'iAh{LrAg SU

?-_':tt
d!. t. ., *

-versus-

IVIU NICIPALITY OF TANDAG,
Respondent.

POSITION PAPER

RESPONDENT, Municipality of Tandag, represented by the undersigned

Mayor, to the Honorable Members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of the

Province of Surigao del Sur, most respectfully submit this position paper, and in

support thereot states:

a. P.relimi nary Statement

The Local Gevernment Code of 1991 is the law goveming

settlement of boundary disputes.l Prior thereto, the law that

governs the same was Sec. 2167 of the Revised Administrative

Code of 1917, which states, "Municipal boundary dispufes. - How

seff/ed. - Dispufes as to jurisdiction of municipal governmenfs oyer

p/aces or barios shal/ be decided by the provincial boards of the

,
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provinces in which such municipalities are situated, after an

investigation at which the municipalities concemed shall be duly

heard. From the decision of the provincial board appeal may be

taken by the municipality aggrieved to the Secretary of the lnterior

[now the Office of the Executive SecretaryJ, whose decision shall

be final. Where the places or banios rn dispute are claimed by

municipalities slfuafed in different provinces, the provincial boards

of the provinces concemed shall come to an agieemenf if possrble,

but, in the event of their failing to agree, an appeal shall be had to

the Secretary of lnterior [Executive SecretaryJ, whose decl'sion shal/

be final." 
t

ln Pelaez v. Auditor General,z the Supreme Court has ruled

that the power of provincial boards to settle boundary disputes is "of

an administrative nature - involving, as it does, the adoption of

means and ways to carry into effect the law creating said

municipalities." lt is a power "to fix common boundary, in order to

avoid or settle conflicts of iurisdiction between adjoining

municipalities." lt is thus limited to implementing the law creating a

municipality. As such, it is obvious that any alteration of boundaries

that is not in accordance with the law creating a municipality is not

the carrying into effect of that law but its amendment.

Like petitioner, respondent also hope for the settlement or

for an early settlement of the issue in order to ease out the friction

that is undeniably existing because of the instant case filed by the

petitioner.

3ffi"rt^
2 ,

I
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According to Black's Law Dictionary,3 a dispute is defined as

a conflict of claims or rights, while boundar.v is defined as every

separation, natural or artificial, which marks the confines or line of

subdivision of two contiguous properties. Taken together, it is the

position of herein respondent that a boundary dispute exist when

there is an issue on the separation, natural or artificial, on the

confines or line of subdivision between two municipalities.

Superfrcially, petitioner seemed to have a legitimate cause of

action as she is claiming a portion rof the tenitorial area of the

respondent municipality because coincidentally, as per

implementing rules, a boundary dispute exist when a portion or the

whole of the territorial area of an LGU is claimed by two or more

LGU's.a

Thus, in her position paper, petitioner averred that there is a

boundary dispute between the two municipalities by claiming a

portion of the territorial area of the respondent. Petitioner supported

her claim by hrstonbal accounts of reliable sources duly supported

by tegat and technicat bases. Taking a contrary view, herein

respondent believes that there is no boundary dispute between the

two municipalities as will be proven hereunder. What is actually

happening is an encroachment of claim by the petitioner over the

territorial area actually belonging to the respondent.

b. Histoflcal Baqkoro.unds

' sixth Edition
4 Art. 15, Rule III of the Rules and Regulations Implementing RA 7i60
5 politico-religious hisrory of the province I

J

MACHINE COPY

hprn
FABIOSA
fficerV

t



ln 1609, the conquistadors who anived in Tandag

constructed an inequilaterally-formed rstonefort (a military garrison

actually) to strengthen their conquest of the locals. This caused the

Northeastern portion of Mindanao to be raised to the status of a

province. This "distrito' was called "Provincia de Caraga' with

Tandag as the capital.

Tandag was chosen as the capital because of her strategic

location (away from where the Moslems were'concentrated). But

the prime reason really was because of the stonefort, which was

primarily intended for native rebels and also as protection from

Moro invasions. lt also served to chdck the passage of Moros as

they proceeded to Visayas and plundered the Christian settlernents

there.

ln 1754, the fort of Tandag was reduced into ashes by Moro

attacks. Tandag fort fell to the invaders because it had no naval

squadrons that could resist the enemy while at sea. At the same

time, Jesuits were suppressed worldwide in 1768. By 1797, only

two Recoletos were left in the entire Caraga province. Some of the

Recoletos had to fill up the vacated positions manned by the

Jesuits.

By virtue of the Royal Decree of June 30, 1859, Mindanao

had six districts and was consolidated a year after to constitute the

first politico-military government for the entire island.

At the turn of the 20h century, the'provincia de Caraga'was

no longer called as such but was changed to "provincia de Surigao"

4
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On June 19, 1960, by virtue of RA 2786, Surigao was

divided into two: Surigao del Norte and Surigao del Sur. Likewise,

Agusan became Agusan del Norte and Agusan del Sur upon

signing of RA  glg.What was catteJ as "provincia de Caraga' of

1609 was finally subdivided into five provinces with Butuan and

Surigao as their prime cities

c. Facts

a. The approval of Boundary & lndex Map of Tandag

Cadastre, Cad. 392-D, Case 4, Parcel 1, situated in the Municipality

of Tandag, Province of Surigao del Sur, lsland of Mindanao on

November 6, 1967;6
I

b. The approval of Tago Public Land Subdivision, Pls-710 on

October 30, 1972;

c. The conversion of Bukidnon State College Extension

Center in the Municipality of Tandag, Province of Surigao del Sur,

into a Polytechnic College to be known as the Surigao del Sur

polytechnic college.T As stated in Section of RA 7377, 'The Surigao

del Sur Polytechnic College shall have its main campus and seat of

administration in the Municipality of ,Tandag, Province of Surigao

del Sud'. Later on, the school was renamed 'Surigao del Sur State

College' under RA 7509.8 Then, finally, under RA 8628e "Surigao

6 this area was surveyed &om December 1965-Junc Lg67 n accordance with the provision of Act2259, as

amended, otherwise known as the "Cadastral Act"
7 F.Al3l7, approved on April 10, 1992
t 

approved on lvIay 18, 1992
e 

approved on April 20, 1998

5
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del Sur State College" was converted into a chartered college to be

known as the "Surigao del Sur Polytechnic State Coltege

(SSPSC)'. Notably, in all the afore-cited laws, reference was made

to the Municipality of Tandag as the location of the school;

d. Some properties that were declared for taxation purposes

within Case 4, Parcel 1 of Tandag Cadastre, approved on

November 6, 1967, have as its location, although erroneously, the

Municipality of Tago. But, in accordarfce with the approved Tandag

Cadastre they are dearly located within the territorial area of the

Municipality of Tandag;

e. Under the Administrative Code of 1917 the Municipality of

Tago was already listed as among the municipalities of the

undivided Province of Surigao. Although the petitioner cannot cite a

law or statute creating the municipality;

f. On November 6, 1918, pursuant to Sec. 68 of RA 2711,
I

Municipality of Tago was separated from the Municipality of Tandag

as an independent municipality. Atthough, again, there is no law or

statute to that effect;

d. lssues

a. whether or not there is an existing boundary dispute

between the petitioner and the respondent?

b. granting et gratia argumenti that there is an existing
t

boundary dispute, is it the petitioner Municipality of Tago or the

6
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respondent Municipality of Tandag that has a better right over the

disputed property? 
I

e. Discussion

there is no boundarv disoute

As elsewhere stated, there is a boundary dispute when there

exist an issue on the separation, natural or artificial, on the confines

or line of subdivision between the municipafities of Tago and

Tandag.

ln the case at bar, herein ,"sptnd"nt posits that there is no

issue on the confines or line of subdivision between the two

municipalities. The boundary subdividing the two municipalities, as

shown in the approved Boundary & lndex Map of Tandag Cadastre,

Cad. 392-D, Case 4, Parcel 1, situated in the Municipality of

Tandag, Province of Surigao del Sur, lsland of Mindanao on

November 6, 1967, clearly indicates that the s.ame is the existing

national road, delineated on the ground by MBM's 2-A, 3-A and 4-

A.

I

The existing boundary as mentioned in the preceding

paragraph is also supported and confirmed by the approved Tago

Public Land Subdivision, Pls-710, which shows that the boundary

between the two municipalities is the existing national road. The

approval of Tago Public Subdivision is a clear indication that the

boundary is the existing nationalroad.

7
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As shown in the two duly approved maps, there is no

overlapping of description in the Municipal Boundary Monuments

(MBM's). The respective land area of petitioner and respondent is

clearly identified. The line that separates them is not in dispute and

can easily be determined by evidence aliunde. The said maps were

approved long before on November 6, 1967 and October 30, 1972,

respectively, and their authenticity and reliability are not disputed.

To say that there exist a boundary dipute is simply preposterous.

ln the case of "Kilgannon v. Jenkinson (1883) 51 Mich. 240,

16 N.W. 390, the court, dismissing a bill to quiet title, said: "The

fundamental dispute is about the correct position of the line

between lots 3 and 7. The cnse is not one where a complainant in

possession of a specific piece of land, and a defendant out of

possession, but claiming some right or title, are contending as to

which one has the'better right to that same parcel; but it is a case

where the titles are not opposed, and the basis and existence of all

right and claim depend simply upon where the original line runs.

When that is once settled, there can remain no semblance of claim

or cloud to be passed on.

the area. claimed bv the petitioner is
clearlv within the territorial.area of the-r-

Based on historical events, Tandag had been existing as a

political subdivision even before the arrival of the conquistadotes in

1609. lt was already existing even before the first Philippine

Government was established. On the other hand, by petitioner's

account, petitioner Municipality of Tago was created much later. As

8
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acknowledged by the petitioner Municipality of Tago in their position

paper, Tago is part of the Municipality of Tandag prior to its

separation from Tandag. fnJ fact of creation is however dubious,

as petitioner failed to state any specific law or statute creating Tago

as a Municipality.

ln the case of Municipality of lGpalong v. Felix Moya1o for

boundary dipute filed by Municipality of Santo Tomas against the

Municipality of Kapalong, the Supreme Court ruled that as held in

Pelaez case, the President has no power to create a municipality,

thus, since Municipality of Santo Tomas has no legal personality, it

carr not be a party to any givil action, and as such, respondent

Judge should have dismissed the case as furthar proceedings

would be pointless.

a. according to aoproved maos.

ln accordance with the approved maps, Tandag Cadatstre

and Tago Public Land Subdivision, the boundary between the two

municipalities has been clearly delineated. lt does not . need an

expert to determine from the said approved maps where the

boundary between the two 
rmunicipalities 

is located because the

same is clearly indicated in the maps.

b. sqorn statements of persons of known
competence and probitv

No less than the former Governor of the Province of Surigao

del Sur, Ex-Governor Felicidad T. P an affidavit
MACHINE COFryCERMFIED

&rp
A. TABIOSA

OffrcerV
'o G.R. Na.L41322. September 29,1988
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saying that the boundary between Tago and Tandag is the existing

national road between Brgy. Victdria and Surigao del Sur

Polytechnic State College. Her sister, Mrs. Carmencita T.

Montesclaros, also executed an affidavit saying that the boundary

between Tago and Tandag is the existing national road. More

atfidavits will be submitted later to the Office of the Sangguniang

Panlalawigan to prove that the boundary is the existing national

road

c. COMELEC's record

Per COMELEC's record, majority, if not all, of the person

residing within the area clalmed by the petitioner are registered as

voters in the Municipality of Tandag.

d. Municipal Assessods records

While herein respondent acknowledges the fact that some of

the properties within the area claimed by the petitioner were

declared for taxation purposes with the latter municipality, it does

not however follow that the said properties are located within the

Municipality of Tago as what is controlling are the approved maps,

Tandag Cadastre and Tago Public Land Subdivision. The

declaration for taxation purposes with the petitioner municipality

I
were only by mistake.

WHEREFORE, it. is most respectfully prayed that a DECISION be

rendered DISMISSING the petition for lack of personality on the part of the

petitioner or DIMISS the same for lack of merit.

10



Tandag, Surigao del Sur. March 29, 2005

PIMENTEL
Mayor

Tandag, del Sur

Copy furnished:

HERMINIGILDO P. PIMENTEL, JR.
Municipal Mayor
Office of the Mayor t
Tago, Surigao del Sur

I

l
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REPUBLTC OF THE PHIL|PPINES)
PROVINCE OF SURIGAO. DEL SUR) s.s.
MUNTCTPALTTY OF TANDAG )

VERIFICATION

l, ALEXANDER T. PIMENTEL, after being sworn to an oath, depose and
state:

That I am duly elected Municipal Mayor, respondent in the
above-entitled case; that I have caused the preparation of the
foregoing position paper; that I have read all the contents and
allegations thereof; that the allegations therein are true and correct
of my own personal knowledgb;

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 29h day of
March 2005 at Tandag, Surigao del Sur.

ALEXAN PIMENTEL

SUBSCRIBED AND S\A/ORN me this 29h day of March 2005 at
Tandag, Surigao del Sur.

+rTy, I- [-, As-lza
l'{.tTf,q ;; r;n,i.Jf

ufi,rit n6l c niu 2$06

.i (J (- t! r.F . --_.
PilftF [r] f ]
t-:f:{rF [Vr

if!.';i:{ r.rt-

1,'*L
Sy

P T H {8, t}"i i: .t:i!, - t. 4 . 0S
ir"Fiirqtr, :r:liJG,e\O DEL Sti,!

r+t
1.^ 6

!m8!rpan

E COPYCERTIFIED MACHIf{

A. FABIOSA
OffierV
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CERTIFIED MACH INE COPY

rABlosl
OfllcerV

REPUBLTC OF THE PHtLIPPtNES)
PROVINCE OF SURIGAO DEL SUR) s.s
MUNIC|PAL|TY OF TANDAG )

I

AFFIDAVIT

l, FELICIDAD T. PIMENTEL, of tegal age, Filipino, widow and a resident
of Tandag, Surigao del Sur, after having been duly sworn to in accordance with
law, depose and say:

1. That I am the surviving spouse of the late Vicente L.
Pimentel, Sr.

2. That my husband during his lifetime was elected as
Governor of the undivided Province of Surigao and also elected as
the first Congressman of the Province of Surigao del Sur;

3. That I am Vice-Governor of the Province of Surigao del
Sur for thirteen (13) years;

4. That also, I was appointed Governor of the Province of
Surigao del Sur; t

5. That because of my extensive involvement in politics, I

know for a fact that the actual boundary between the Municipality of
Tandag and the Municipality of Tago is the existing national road
between Brgy. Adela Serra Ty (Victoria) and Surigao del Sur
Polytechnic State C0llege;

6. That I execute this affidavit for whatever legal purpose this
may serve.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 23'd day of
March 2005 at Tandag, Surigao del Sur.

=$.fu9ru#{,.F L

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 23'd day of March 2005 at
Tandag, Surigao del Sur. I

at?Y. L. AI'IAlrgerJL N(,
DAfrE N/)
r{nuF. Nn Frr

rri*rEs oF athE

ITIOTAR Ptlr.'t tf
UNTIL CIECtr trFo Jlr 20Fr.
P TF tto. 979860t - t. 4 - o
TAtrlDAG, SURIGAo DEL Su,
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REPUBLTC OF THE PHtLIPPINES)
PROVINCE OF'SUnlcAO DEL SUR) s.s.
MUN|C|PAL|TY OF TANDAG )

I

AFFIDAVIT

l, CARMENCITA T. MONTESCISROS, of legal age, Filipino, widow and a
resident of Tandag, Surigao del Sur, after having been duly swom to in
accordance with law, depose and say:

1. That my mother, Adela Serra Ty, was the former Governor
of the Province of Surigao before it was subdivided into two
provinces of Surigao del Sur and Surigao del Norte;

2. That my late husband and I were residents before of
Tago, Surigao del Sur;

3. That we owned several properties located in the
municipalities of Tandag and Tago;

4. That some of our properties are even located near or
within the area claimed by the Municipality of Tago;

5. That as such, , ,l'r aware that the actual boundary
between the Municipality of Tandag and the Municipality of Tago is
the existing national road between Brgy. Adela Sena Ty (Mctoria)
and Surigao del Sur Polytechnic State College;

6. That I execute this affidavit for whatever legal purpose this
may serve

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 28h day of
March 2005 at Tandag, Surigao del Sur.

..i -,+., -*-tUA*n ^"..**L I mz,Y,^k-a*,(Lu^->
CARMENCITA T. MONTESCLAROS

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 28h day of March 2005 at
Tandag, Surigao del Sur.

tOC. NO.
BAGE NO
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.t(l
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ANilEX I
FORTU}I }IARVASA & SALAZAR

Republic of the Philippines
Province of Surigoo del Sur

MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO
-o0o-

@ftim sf tl,e Snrgfiuniun$ tr$nfun

@
ExcERpr FRoM 'rHE MTNUTES oF Tr-rE z"o REcuLAR sEssroN('.") or tnr sANGGUNTANG

BAYAN OF TAGO, SURIGAO DEL SUR HELD ON JANUARY 13, 2075 AT THE SANGGUNIANG
BAYAN SESSION HALL.

ffiE HON. ALEJANDRO S. BAUTISTA, JR.

Municipal Vice Mayor / Presiding Officer

ITEGULI\IT 58 MEMBERS:

Hon

Hon

Hon

Hon

Hon
Hon

Hon

Hon

Noel L. Gualvez

Aloysius R. Espinoza

Wilfredo M. Yu

Eugene E. Corro
Reynaldo G. Selades

Clint Ernest P. Lagman

Leo L. Pagaran

Fe M. Laurente

- SB Member
- SB Member
- SB Member
- SB Member
- SB Member
- SB Member
- SB Member
- SB Member

EX-OFFICIO MEMBER:

Hon. Geronirno D. Pimentel - President, Liga ng ntga Barangay

Hffi"{ftT NONE

RESOLUTION NO. PB-OO9

Series of 2015

"RE5OLUTION EARI!ESI'LY REQUESI'II\G'I'HE HONORAtsLE MEIVIBERS OF THE SANGGUNIANG

PANLALAWIGAN TO SETTLE THE IIVIPENDING IS5UE ON BOUNDARY DISPUTE BETWEEN THE

MUNICIPI\LITY OF TAGO AND CI'TY OF TANDAG LODGED BEFORE THE SANGGUNIANG

PANLALAWIGAN IN THE YEAR 2OO4 AND REQUESTING FURTHER TO EXPEDITE ITS TINAL

SETTLEMENI.."

Authored by: Honorable Noel L. Guctlvez

Honorable Aloysius R. EsPinozo

Honoroble Wilt'redo M. Yu

Honoroble Eugene E. Corro

Honoroble ReYnaldo G. Selodes

Honoroble Clint Ernest P' Laqntan

Honorable Leo L. Pagoran
Honoroble Fe M. Ldurente
Honoroble Geroninto D. Pimentel

-l

v



(Poge 2 of Resolution No. PB-009-2015)

WHEREAS, the territorial bourrdary of the Murricipality of Tago, a political subdivision of
Surigao delSur has been insistently claimed by the Municipality of Tandag, now City of Tandag;

WHEREAS, this prompted the former Sangguniang Bayan to pass Resolution No. 161- on
October 12, 2004 requesting the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur to settle the
raging boundary dispute between the Municipalities of Tago and Tandag;

WHEREAS, initial hearings were initiated by the SP Committee on Boundary Disputes
which even resulted to a joint Resolution No.01, concurred and adopted jointly by both
Sanggunian Bayan ofTago and Tandag, this province on July 75,2005;

WHEREAS, in that joint resolutiorr by both Sanggunians, the Sanggunian Panlalawigan is

cognizant and has tal<en custody of the case to settle the issue as a collegial body on the basis of
documented exhibits;

WHEREAS, no action until now has been tal<en afterthe lapse of manyyears;

WHEREAS, this Sanggunian earnestly request the Honorable Members of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan to settle tlre issue not only as precedent-setting gesture but a legacy

as well;

NOW T1-IEREFORE; upon motion of l{onorable Clint Ernest P. Lagman,

duly seconded by all Mernbers present,

BE tT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved, by the Sangguniang Bayan , to earnestly
request the Honorable Members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan to settle the irnpending issue

on boundary dispute between the IVlunicipality of Tago and City of Tandag lodged before the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan in the year 2004 and requesting further to expedite its final
settlement.

BE lT FINALLY RESOLVED, to forward a copy of this resolution to the Honorable
Members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan thru its Presiding Officer, the Honorable Vice

Governor Manuel O. Alameda, 5r., of Surigao del Sur, fclr their information and immediate
consideration and the Honorable Mayor Rogelio M. Pimentel, for his information and

appropriate action.

APPROVED/ADOPTED UNANIIVIOUSLY, January 13, 2015

FIED COTTRECT:

ZE

Sec ry to the Sanggunian

CABRERA-CASTRO

ATTESTED AND CIRTIFIED
TO BE DULY ADOPTED:

AL DRO S. BAUTISTA, JR.

Muni ipal Vice Mayor / Presiding Officer



Republika ng pitipinas
LALAWIGAN NG SURIGAO DEL SUR

TANDAG CITY

- Vice Governor
(Presiding Officer)

Regular Sanggu n ian g pnnlalarvigan Mem bers

Distriet II

Tanggapan ng, Sangguniang panlalarvigan
(Oflice of the provincial Courcil)

;.u+* i

At,l}{EX I
}IARVASA & SALAZAR

''b*.

't
0rl
ttrr€:
?\,

D
go.;i: 11

EXCBRPT TROM THB MINUTBS Otr' THB 77Ih RBGULAR SESSION OF THE I7'NISANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN OF SURIGAO DEL sUR HELD AT THDSAGGI]NIANG PANLALAWIGAN SBSSION HALL, LBGISLATIVE BUILDINGCAPITOL HILLS, CIry OF BISLIG, PROVINCE OF SURIGAO DBL SUR ONFEBRUARY r0,201s

PRESENT:

Hon. Manuel O. Alanreda, Sr
C

$,Lr-..,*
e'4#
'rlAYOR

.ly:=_

.n
District I

Hon. Eleanor D. Monro
Hon. Mariano IL Atacador, Sr.
Hon. Teresita P. Donasco
Hon, Glenn P. Plaza

I"lon. Donell V
Horr. Mary Grace
Hon. Tito A.

- Member, Sangguniang Panlalawigan
-do-

ABSBNT:

Hon. Conrad C. Cejoco
Hon. Henrich M. Pimentel

Ex - Officio Mcmbcrs:

Hon. Vicente H. PimentelIII - President, Provincial Chapter
of the Liga ng mga Barangay

-Presidenl, Philippine Councilors'
League, Surigao del Sur Chapter

Hon. Clristopher J. Pinrentel

On Sick Lcnvc:

Hon. Emmanuel B. Nazareno - Member, Sangguniang Panlalawigan

RBSOLUTION NO. 717.15
(Series of 2015)

REQUBSTING THE SANGGUNIANG PANLTINGSOD OF TIIE CITY OF TANDAG
AIID THE SANGGUIANG BAYAN OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO, ALL OF
THIS PROVINCE, TO TURNISH THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN THBIR
RESPECTTVE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS RBLATIVE TO THE BOUNDARY
DISPUTB BETWEBN THE MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO, SURIGAO DEL SUR AND
THB CITY OF TANDAG, 'THIS PROVINCE IN AID OF LEGISLATION

SPONSORS:

HON. MANUEL O. ALAMBDA, SR., HON. TITO A. CAF{BDO III, HON. IVIARIANO R.
ATACADOR, SR, HON. HON. ELtrANOR D. MOMO, HON. TBRBSITA P.

DONASCO,I{ON. CONRAD C. CBJOCO AND HON. EMMANUBL B. NAZARBNO
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t

RESOLUTION NO. 777-15
(Series of 201 5)

- page two -

WHERBAS. the l-lonorable Vice Mayor of the Municipality of Tago, Surigao del Sur in
his letter dated January 21,2015, forwarded to the August Body Resolution No. PB-009 of the
Sangguniang Bayan of Tago dated January 13, 2015 entitled "Resolution Earnestly Requesting
the Honorable Menrbers of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan to Settle the lmpending Issue on
Boundary Dispute Between the Municipality of Tago and City of Tandag Lodged Before the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan in the Year 2004 and Requesting Further to Expedite its Final
Settlement";

WHDRBAS, during the Committee Meeting of the Conrrnittee on Boundary Settlement
to which the matter was referred to, it was unanimously agreed that the Sangguniang
Panlatawigau be furnished copies of thc docunrents relative to the Boundary Dispute of the
Municipatity of Tago and the City of Tandag, all of this province for their information and in aid
of legislation;

WHBRBAS, in view of the foregoing and on motion of Hon. Tito A. Caf,edo III and
unanimously seconded by all Sangguniang Panlalawigan Members Present;

NOW THBREFORtr

BB IT RESOLVED by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur to request the

Sanggurriang Panlungsod of the City of Tandag and the Sangguniang Bayan of the Municipality
of Tago, All of this Province, to firrnish the Sangguniang Panlalawigm thgir Respective

Supporting Docunrents relative to the boundary dispute between :the Municipaliti of the

Uunicipatity of Tago. Surigao del Sur and the City of Tandag, this province iir aid of lelislation.

RESOLVED FINALLY: To furnish copies of this resolution to the Sangguniang

Panglungsod of Tandag City thru [ton. Ruel D. Momo, City Vice Mayor/Presiding Offrcer and

the 
-Sangguniang 

Bayan of tlre Municipality of Tago thru Hon. Alejandro S. Bautista, Jr.,

Municipal Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer, alt of this Province for their infomration, guidance

and appropriate actiorr.

ADOpTDD this lgtr'day of February z}ls,at the City of Bislig, Province of Surigao del

Sur by unanimous votes of all Sangguniang Panlalawigan Members Prcsent'

i\

n
I HEREBY CERTIFY to the correctness of the foregoing Resolution.

N{O U

SecrytarV to the g Panlalawigatl

ATTESTED AND CERTIITIED
TO BB DULY ADOPTED:

iVTANU

ing Officer)

SR.

rotl
v

EED/ru(20 I 5 fcbruary I 0SR)

)
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Republic of the Philippines
PROVINCE OF SURIGAO DEL SUR

Tandag City

rat{offlptil ilo srr{ff0ul{Ilil0 pnmilImmil
(Office of the Provincial Council)

ANllEX
FORITJ}I NARVASA & SALAZAR

K

0

REPORT
COMMITTEE ON BOUIYDARY SETTLEMENT

DECEMBERt2,2023

RECALENDARED FOR ANOTHER COMMITTEE MEDTING:

Boundary dispute between Tandag City and Tago, Surigao del Sur

RECOMMENDATION:

After a careful and thorough review of the case, it was recornmended that the written
decision of the Committee on the matter will be calendared in Second Reading.

HON. HON. CEJOCO

HON. J. SAYAWAN, SR.

Member

?

HON. SR.

HON. D. MOMO HON. AMADO M. LAYNO, JR.
SP MemberSP Member

HON. P.

HON. VALERTO T. MONTESCLAROS' JR
SP Mernber

HON. RAUL IC SALAZAR
SP Member

HON. JOHN PAUL C. PIMENTEL
SP Member

SP

HON.

AscG(report-l 2- I 2'23)

JOY M. GUNO EUFY R. SANCHEZ
SP Member

SP

CERTIFIED MACITINE GOPr

RCSE

0ate:

Panlalawijm

FABIOSA
OfllcerVAdmin

Trqgapan ng

2nd Floor, Legislative Building

Capitol Hills, Telaje, Tandag CitY

HON

Email Add: tspruurros!,r(ryith-sq-ssul
Contact Number: (086) 214-5832



Republic of the Phrlippines
PROYINCB OF SURIGAO DEL STIR

Tandag City

Ililff0lptil il0 stil0otilnilo ptilIluumil
(Office of the Provincial Council)

REPORT
COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARY SETTLEMENT

DECEMBER12,2023

RECALENDARED FOR ANOTHER COMMITTEE MEETING:

Boundary dispute between Tandag City and Tago, Surigao del Sur

RECOMMENDATION:

After a careful and thorough review of the case, it wim recommended that the written
decision of the Comrnittee on the matter will be calendared in Second Reading.

HON HON. CEJOCO

HON J. SAYAWAN, SR.

Member

?

HON

HON. RUEL D. MOMO HON. AMADO M. LAYNO' JR'

SP Member
SP Member

@

P. ,DO EON. RAUL IC SALAZAR
SP MemberHON.

SP

HON. JOHN PAUL C' PIMENTEL
SP Member

JOY M. GUNO
EUFY R. SANCEEZ

EON.
SP

ASCG(rePort-l 2- 12-23)

CERNFIED MACH'ITE

kagaprn

ROSE

Panhhrigan
o$

FABIOSA
,Officsr V

t",1[iiiffi:[5::[BHff"'

EON.

ETfil*i.i;jrffiJ#ti5}ir*"

HON. VALERTO T. MONTESCLAROS' B'
SP Member

SP Member
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Ll'ii' U! l/rrrrltu
OFFICE OF THE CI'IY MAYOT.

Date 'u'u

Republika ng Pilipinas
LALAWTGAN NG SIiRIGAO DEL SI"IR

TANDAG CITY

I{ARVA$A & SALAZAR

[$[ffi[m Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Panlalawigan
(Offrce of the Provincial Council)

Alameda, Sr - Vice Governor
(Presiding Otlicer)

lar Sangguniang Panlalawigan Members: R
District II

trXCERPT FROM THE LTINI.ITES OF TTIE 76TH REGT]I,AR SESSION OF THF 2OTII
SANGGIJNIANG PANLALAWIGAN OF STIRIGAO DEL SUR HELD AT THE
SANGGI,]NIANG PANI.,ALAWIGAN SESSION HALL, LEGISLATIVE BTIII,DII{G,
CAPITOL HILLS, TELAJE, TANDAG CITY, pROVIti(:E OF SURIGAO DEL StrR ON
JANI"IARY 30,2024

PRESENI':

PGO.SURIGAO

lrlt
ECEI

t'*rq'
vdv
-Wt' $uH

Hon. Amado M. Lavno, Jr.
Hon. Antonio C. Azarcon
Hon. Valerio T. Montesclaros. Jr
Hon. Jose Dumagan Jr.

Sl0N.rUff ovt R PRHTIO XAilI

Hon. Conrad C. Cejoc$0rrrrr $: 8t{o orner'''r+tllrrrq:tor'

Hon. Margarita G. Garav
Hon. Gines Ricky J. Sa

trt-
.-- a-.i _.

TTIrnYTO IIHon. Anthony Joseph P. Cla

Hon. Raul K. Salazar
p^r{tufiGs0r

HT{OAG C tn
R

OAIE
EC V EBf,x - Officio lt{embers:

Hon. Jimmy l. Guinsod

Hon. Melanie Joy M. Guno
0\ lt{.

i.(
R F

- lndigenous Peoples
Representative, Surigao del Sur

s Chapter of'the
y sa Pilipinas , . i

President, Provincial
ng mga Baranga

0e , .. .,|

ril.tYOk

ABSENT:
; i' [ra7l-:

On Special Privilege Lealc: -

\,
rhnI

t!'''.j',")

Hon. John Paul C. Pimentel ot.. .. dent, Philippi
League, Surigao del SurChapter

Hon. YuriArt Eufy R. Sanchez - President, Panlalarvigang Pederasyon
ng mga Sangguniang Kabataan

RIS0LUTION NO. t5s7-24
(Scries of ZO:IT-

AI}OPTING THE DECISIOIT{ OF THE COilTMITTEf, ON BOTINDAR}' AND
SIT'TLEMENT OF TIIE 2OTH SANGGT]]\IANG PANLALAWIGAN, THIS PROVTNCI,
IN 'THf MATTER OF SETTLESIEN'T OF ilII]NICIPAL BOTJNDARY DISPT}'IE
BEI'WEEI\ THE MIINICTPALITY OF TAGO AND CITY OFTANDAG

SPONSORS:

HON. ANTONIO C. AZARCON, EON. CONRAD C. CEJOCO,
HOI\i. JOS[, DUMAG,{N. JR, HON. GINES RICKY J. SAYAWAIT,
sR., HON. MANUEL O. ALAIIIEDA, SR., HON. Rl.rEL D. IVIOMO,
[ION. AMADO M. LA}-NO, JR", HON. ANTHONY JOSEPH P.
CAftEDo, HoN. RAt}L Ii SALAzA& TION. VALERIO T.
}TONTESCLAROS, JR., HON. JOHN PAUL (:. PIMEN'TEL,
HOIIT. MELAI{IE JOY M. Gt]NO AND HON. ART EUFY R.

SANCHEZ

o

OF IHE



RLSOLTTTION NO. t557-2.1
(Scries ol'2024)

- page tw*o -

WHEREAS, there is a pending boundary dispute betu'een the City of Tandag and the
Municipality of.Tago. all of this Province;

IYHEREAS, under Section I l8 (c) of Republic Act 7160 othenvise known as the Local
Government Code of the Philippines. the jurisdictional responsibility for the settlement of
boundary disputes involving municipalities or component cities of different provinces shall tre
jointly refened for settlement to the Sanggunians olthe Provinces concerned;

WI{EREAS, the Municipalilv of Tago fited a Petition before the 1-anggapan ng
Sangguniang Panlalau'igan, this Province against the Municipality of Tandag, norv 'l-andag Cit-y
for the settlement of the Municipl Boundary between said Local Government Units (LGl"ls) in
consonancc rvith Section I l8 of the Local Government Code of l99l which involves a parcel of
land rvith a total area of approximatel,v 309,153 hecwes:

WHERI,AS. the Cornmittee on Boundary Settlement of the 20'h Sangguniang
Panlalawigan invited both municipalities for a Committee Meeting and both Local Government
Units (LGUs) were informed that an amicable settlement would be the best solution. Both parties
manifested that they are *illing to enter into a Compromise Agreement. For this reason- the
Committee visited both LGUs separately to get hold of their proposals in order firr it to be

consolidated tbr the finalization of the said Amicable Settlement. However. Hon. Betty ti.
Pimentel, Municipal Mayor, Municipality of Tago changed their position and infonncd the
Committee that the latter is not willing to enter into a Compromise Agreement u'ith the City o1-

Tandag. A Certification of No Amrcable Settlement was then issued to both parties by thc
Cornmittee;

WIIEREAS, on the other hand, the Ciry- of Tandag supported their clainr with an approved
Cadastral and Public Land Survey issued by the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) which shoss that Tandag exercised acts of dominion over the 309,153

hectares. On November 6, 1967, the Boundary and Index Map of Tandag Cadastre. Cad. 392-D.

Case 4, Parcel I was approved. The same Boundary and lndex Map indicated that the boundan
dividing the municipalities of 1'andag and Tago is the existing national road, delineated on the

ground MBM's 2-A,3-A and 4-A:

WHEREAS, in the aforementioned dispute, the burden of proof lies with the Municipalitl'
ol I ago since it is an undisputed act that Tago originates frorn 'fandag. lt is a basic rule of law that
he rvho alleges must prove what is alleged in congruence with Nikko Hotel Manila Carden v.

Reyes. Hence, it is incumbent upon the Municipaliqv of Tago to adduce preponderant of evidence

to prove that the disputed 309,153 hectares is rvithin its territorial jurisdiction. Notwithstanding,
Tago did not provide preponderant of evidence to resolve the c.ontrovers-v" in their tavor. l{ence.

the 309. 1530 hectares land described in the Boundary and Index Map of 'fandag Cadastre. Cad.

392-D. Case 4, Parcel I is part of Barangay Rosario, Tandag City:

WHEREAS. during the 76th Regular Session of the 20th Sangguniang Panlalarvigan on
February 6. 2024, Hon. Antonio C. Azarcon, Member Sangguniang Panlalawigan and Chairman.
Committee on Boundary Settlernent manit'ested that it is imperative to adopt the Decision of the
Committee on Boundary and Settlement of the 20th Sangguniang Panlalaw'igan, thrs Province
in the matter ol seulement of municipal boundary dispute betrveen the Municipality of Tago and
Citv of Tandag rvhich ruled in favor of the Ciry of Tandag:

WHEREAS, on motion of Hon. Antonio C. Azarcon and unanimously seconded by all thc
Sangguniang Panlalani gan Members present;

NOW THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED by the Sangguniang Panlalaw'igan of Surigao del Sur to adopt the
Decision of the Committee on Boundarv and Settlement of the 20th Sangguniang Panlalarvi
this Province in the matter of settlernent of municipal boundary
of-l'ago and City of Tandag.

h:rt



oEEli lepuel'uorsrla6-tZ-4SSI'ON'S1U/l'lDn
At

(racg;g furprsld)
tou:anog aotfi /

us.v(rr/ur;Y'/rNvhr

:(I'lrdooY A"Itl(I 3B Or
(I SITIIUTf, O\iY OTISIJ.IY

uesr,fiu1uu6 EurrunB8uus or{l
I

3as
'o'f 'lI 3

uorlnlosa1 Suro8erog eqlJo ssaulrerrof, aqt ol AJIIUXf, ,1SIUIH I

'luasard srequahl uu8lneluluu6 Euurun8Sue5 11ego stloA snot[rueun (q rng

1ap ouErrngJo arur^ord '8epuu1Jo d1lJ aql lp ;----------------i6i',i:unue1.1o dup qrgf slry 11gIdO11V

'acueprnS pup uortuulroJur rraql.ro1 '8upuu1Jo,(llf, *llJo llu'rarlgo 8urprsar67ro,l,u61
erln .$lJ 'oruol "O rouBalg 'uoH nrq] posEunlue6 EuerunEfue5 aql ol puu rodu6J

laluaurrd ') auuuxo1 'uoH ol pue o8elJo.tlledlrlun!! arllJo lle'r?3UJ0 Surprsar6lo,(e61 acr6
;udtrtun;n; 'laluir.urd 'lnl r{olrrraH 'uol{ ruql posEunlue6 EuurunSSuuS aql ol pue ro,{u61 1udrcrun61
'laluauld E [lrag 'uoH ol uorlnloscu slqlJo sardoc qslurnJ o.l. .A-I'IvNld oiIA-IOsIu

(eZ0ZJo sauag)

ffif 'oN Norrir-rosau

1

- aarql afred -

ir
EIFEI

il q
a



(e-,\ .)tri l'1,r,,. ;,r':,,t,1;rtrr.' llrrrl,lirrrl. ( ;rliit,rl l lillr. l,'l;r1t.. l:ur,l:r.i ('in (o') ,.,'r,',i<:,i,.ur-,r\;:lr,',, (,,ri) -Q ,, ,,,., -j! I ,.r i.,

NOTICE OF PROMULGATION

@

HON. ROXANNE C. PIMENTEL
City Mrryor

HON. ELEANOR D. MOMO
City Vicr: Mayor

HON. JOHN PAUL C. PIMENTEL
HON. NAARIA IOURDES KI{ARIN C. MOMO
HON. ALVIN C. TY, JR.
TION. ROSARIO NINFA G. DUMAGAN II
TION. ANDREI A. ANDRESAN
HON. GAY GERALDINE G. TAN
HON. PHILIP GEORGE S. AZARCON
HON. AI, P. GELI
HON. ALBERT D. PEREZ
HON. REBECCA N. AVILA
HON. CHARISSE VALENTINE P. PINEDA
HON. RHANIETTE S. TAN
HON. RAMEL T. MONTERO
Sanggr rnia.ng Panlungsod Members
Tandail City, Surigao del Sur

HON. BETTY E. PIMENTEL
Municipal Mayor

HON. HENRICH M. PIMEN"EL
Municipal Vice Mayor

HON. IRA MINEirTE C. PIMENTEL
HON. JESSA P. MATE-TECSON
HON. VIRGINIA P. GOMEZ
TION. JOPIE L, CAHATIAN
HON. MARIBEL R. ESPINOZA
HON. EVELYN S. BAUTISTA
HON. WILFREDO M. YU
HON. MARIBEL P. GUALVE,Z
FION. EMMANUEL P" ISIANG
HOI{. JENEBERT L. GACO
HON. VINCE DYLAN E. CURADA
Sangguniang Bayan Members
Tago, Surigao del Sur

Sirs/Mesdames:

I)lease be informed that the Decision/Resolution of the Sangguniang
Panlalirwigan of Surigao del Sur on the boundary dispute between the
Municipality of Tago and the City of Tandag will be promulgated on March 5,
29124 at g:OO o'clock in the morning at the SP Session Hail, Legislative
Building, Capitol Hills, Telaje, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur.

I.'ebruary 21,'2024, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

II, J.D.
Secre to the SP
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Republika ng Pilipinas
LALAWIGAN NG SURIGAO DEL SUR

TANDAG CITY
Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Panlalawigan

(Office of the Provincial Council)

AH}lEX
FORTU}I NARVASA & SALAZAR

IIiIG S-<\iy (.i(-: L, N r.r\ lv(i +
Fr f,!frU IV

N

I

@ IN TI.IE MATTER OF
SETTLEMENT OF
MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY
DISPUTE BETWEEN THE
MUMCIPALITIES OF TAGO
AND TANDAG (now City of
Tandag), TF{IS PROVINCE HF

O TANIJA(J CI'I\', SU tiA(.r suit I

EY.

itMi:

X

MUMCIPALITY OF TAGO,
Petitioner

-versus-

MUMCIPALITY OF TANDAG
now the CITY OF TANDAG,

Respondent.

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION

PETITIONER, the MUMCIPALITY OF TAGO, duly
represented by its Municipal Mayor, BETTY E. PIMENTEL, unto
the Honorable Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur,
most respectfully files this Motion for Reconsideration, by
averring as follows:

PURPOSE

Petitioner seeks reconsideration of the Resolution No. 1557-
24 dated January 30, 2024, which adopts the Resolution from
December 12, 2023, by the Committee on Boundary and
Settlement of the 20th Sangguniang Panlalawigan, declaring
309.1530 hectares of land as part of Barangay Rosario, Tandag City,
the dispositive portion of which reads:

CE)
a
Jt!
o
o
o
a
f

-a

OI.^:-91!!" !Tretary to the Sangguniang pantalawigan

lr l lfil lil lllil lt I il 1 ilililt ilillffi illtilililillllifl
TSPSDS-2024-3263

Telcphone No.: (086) - 21 15832
E- Mail: tspsurigaosur@yahoo.com

tspsurigaodelsur@gmail com
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xxx

"WHEREFORE in view of the foregoing the 309.1530
hectares land described in the Boundaty and Index Mup
of Tandag Cadastre, Cad 392-D Case 4, Parcel 1 is part of
Barangay Rosario, Tandag City.

SO ORDERED,"
xxx

TIMELINESS

On March 5, 2024, the Petitioner received the text of the
Resolution by the Committee on Boundary Settlement, which
provided the substance of Resolution No. 1557-24.

Counting therefrom, the Respondent has fifteen (15) days
upon receipt witl'rin which to file a Motion for Reconsideration or
until March 20, 2024. Clearly, the instant Motion for
Reconsideration is being filed on time.

GROUNDS

With all due respect, the Petitioner moves for the
reconsideration of the said Resolution, based on the following
grounds:

The resolution drastically overlooked Resolution No. 88-
81 of the Sangguniang Bayan of Tandag dated February 16,
1981, which substantially admits the originally agreed
boundaries between Tago and Tandag.

II.

The pieces of euidence presented by Tago including the
sworn statements from residents of Barangay Victoria and
surveyor Engr. Trazon B. Guda, among others, clearly
support Tago's boundary claims consistent with historical
and physical landmarks.

m.

IVOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION
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Certification by the Municipal and Prouincial Assessors
confirms landholdings within the disputed tenitoty have
historically been declared and taxed under Tago's
juris dicti ory cono bora ting Ta go's ownership.

IV

Ihe presence of relatives of Sangguniang Panlalawigan
members with some members of the Sangguniang
Panglungsod of Tandag, raised concems of impartiality,
signifying a uiolation of ethical standards exprcted from
public officials.

CERTIFTED MACHINE CO

DISCUSSION A FABIOSA
rOflicer Vhrrt PonHrwfirn

The resolution drastically
overlooked Resolution No. 88-81
of the Sangguniang Bayan of
Tandag dated February 16, 1981,
which substantially admits the
originally agreed boundaries
between Tago and Tandag

The resolution subject of reconsideration examines two
Sangguniang Bayan resolutions: first, the Resolution No. 58-80 of
tlre Sangguniang Bayan of Tandag in 1980, and second, the
Resolution No. 2-81 dated January 5, 1981,, of the Sangguniang
Bayan of Tago. While it may be true that the tenor of the latter
resolution is a response to the earlier resolution adopted by the
former, however, the resolution subject of reconsideration failed to
weigh on the substance of another resolution, Resolution No. 88-
81 dated dated February 1,6, 1981,, by the Sangguniang Bayan of
Tandag, which exposes several admissions. Said Resolution No.
88-81 was attached in the Position Paper of the Petitioner as Annex
"L". More particularly, Resolution No. 88-81 provides:

XXX XXX XXX

"WIJEREAS by natural stroke of good luck, Tandag was
made the capital town of the province of Surigao del Sur,

IVOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION
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thus, being the capital town, it became therefore the

[unintelligible] window of the province, and as such it
should be the concerned of all citizens to make it .{ree

from any bad image or from being maligned like having
boundary conflict. It is for this reasog that although the
original boundary between Tandag and Tago is
kilometer 6 to Cambating Mountain, the municipality of
Tandag settles down to the highway crossing; claiming
jurisdiction only on the side of Tandag for there is no
better boundary than a permanent landmark which is
the highway crossing between Tandag and Tago;

xxx
WHEREAS thet'e was actually no boundary dispute
before between those municipalities considering that
such municipality respected the boundary between them.
The true boundary existed from Kilometer 6 passing
Victoria [unintelligible] to Cambating and mountain
ranges. This is so because of the agreement between the
municipalities of Tandag and Tago in joint session of
both Councils xxx"

xxx xxx xxx

Based from the foregoing, it can be surmised that Tandag
acknowledged that the reference of "Kilometer 6 passing Victoria
to Cambating and mountain ranges" as the original boundary. But
Tandag simply moved its boundury to Highway Crossing for the
reason that there is no better boundary than a permanent
landmark which is the highway crossing between Tandag and
Tago. It should be noted that Tago consistently claims that the
boundary is Kilometer 6 to Cambating Mountain, as even
admitted by Tandag. Contrary to the claim of Tandag, the
Cambating Mountain as the natural boundary is also recognized
by law to be a source of boundary. Tandag carurot just, on its own
whims and caprices, settle a boundary simply because it is a so-
called "better boundary" being a "permanent landmark",
jeopardizing its adjacent municipality of Tago which, both parties
clearly admit, that there is an existence of "Kilometer 6 passing
Victoria to Cambating and mountain ranges" as the true boundary
Even the Kilometer 6 to the Cambating mountain and ranges is a
widely accepted boundar/, under jurisprudence, as it delineated
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Tago and Tandag. The case Municipality of Sogod v. Judge
Rosal,l as even mentioned in the Resolution provides:

"Thus, under present laws, the function of the provincial
board to fix the municipal boundaries are hicJ now
strictly limited to the factual determination of the
boundary lines between municipalities, to be specified
by natural boundaries or by metes and bounds in
accordance with tlte laws creating said municipalities."

The Petitioner humbly submits that Resolution No. 88-81 of
the Sangguniang Bayan of Tandag dated February 16, 1981,, is

critical as it represents an explicit acknowledgment from the city
of Tandag regarding the originally agreed-upon boundaries with
Tago. This resolution, as an official act and declaration of the
municipal government of Tandag, carries weight as evidence of
historical and mutually recognized territorial lines.

Assuming arguendo that following the Critical Date Doctine,
the critical date fixed is the year 1980, still, the Resolution
overlooked in indicating the value of Resolution No. 88-81, which
was adopted in 1981, but basing from the very substance of the
resolution, it would show a strong evidence in supporting the
claim of Tago rather than Tandag.

To reiterate, Resolution No. 88-81 not only substantiates the
municipality of Tago's claims regarding the originally agreed
boundaries but also carries significant historical, legal, and
evidential value that was unfortunately disregarded in the
resolution under contention. This oversight warrants the
reconsideration of the boundary dispute resolution, with proper
weight given to the direct admissions and mutually recognized
agreements documented by both municipalities.

Y

The pieces of euidence presented
by Tago including the swom
statements from residents o{
Barangay Victoria and sunreyor
Eng. Trazon B. Guda, among
others, clearly support Tago's
boundary claims consistent with
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historical and physical landmarks.

Further, Tago humbly submits that the testimonies from the
community members of Barangay Victoria are crucial for some
reasons. Residents of Barangay Victoria have provided sworn
testimonies affirming that the disputed territory, particularly the
area around Sitio Cambating, has traditionally been recognized as

part of Tago. These testimonies offer firsthand accounts and
collective memory supporting Tago's claim, demonstrating a

community consensus on the boundary's historical placement. The
fact that the residents, especially the Catholics who built a Chapel
therein, recognize the territory as part of Victoria, Tago, lends
significant weight to the argument that the community's
understanding and acceptance of the boundary align with Tago's
claims.

Engr. Trazon B. Guda, a licensed Geodetic Engineer,
provided a professional assessment of the boundury line based on
a survey. His sworn statement highlighted that in 1,960, during the
survey conducted under PLS-710, the observed boundary between
Tago and Tandag was consistent with the historical delineation
referenced in Joint Resolution No. 4, s.1919. This sworn statement,
although executed in 2005, is critical as it not only corroborates the
historical claims made by Tago but also provides a technical
validation of the boundary's location which dates back prior to the
critical date fixed by in the resolution which is the year 1980.

Moreover, Ciriaco Portillo, native of the municipality of
Tago, and then Deputy Provincial Assessor of the province of
Surigao del Sur, and then Municipal Assessor of Tago, through a

sworn statement, recalled having personal knowledge of the fact
that the parcels of agricultural lands located in Sitio Cambating of
Barangay Victoria have been declared for taxation purposes and
all taxes thereto were paid in the treasury of Tago.

Certification by the Municipal and
Prouincial Assessors confirms
landholdings within the disputed
tenitory have historically been
declared and taxed under Tago's
jurisdictiory corroborating Tago's
ownership.

TVOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION
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The certifications and several tax declarations by the
assessors are legal evidence showing the fact that landholdings
within the disputed territory have historically been declared for
tax purposes and taxed under Tago's jurisdiction. This establishes
a longstanding recognition of Tago's authority over the area by
both the landowners and the governing bodies.

This practice reflects an acknowledgment of Tago's
jurisdiction, which extends back over even before the critical date.
These declarations were not borne out by mistake, as what the
Respondent claims, but by the consistent assertion of Tago of its
claims over the disputed land.

Zhe presence of relatives of
Sanggtniang Panlalawigan
members with some members of
the Sangguniang Panglungsod of
Tandag, raised concerns of
impartiality, signifiing a uiolation
of ethical standards expected from
public officials.

The presence of relatives of Sangguniang Panlalawigan
members in positions of influence within the council of Ciry of
Tandag creates a clear conflict of interest.

For instance, Hon. Antonio Aazarcon, Chairman of the
Committee of Boundary Settlement, is the father of Hon. Philip
George S. Azarcor:., a Sangguniang Panlungsod Member of
Tandag. Hon. Jose Dumagan, Jr., member of the Committee of
Boundary Settlement, is the brother of Hon. Rosario Ninfa G.
Dumagan II, a Sangguni*g Panlungsod Member of Tandag. And
Hon. Ruel D. Momo, Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del
Sur Member, is the brother-in-law of Hon. Maria Lourdes Kharin
C. Momo, a Sangguniang Panlungsod Member of Tandag.

This situation is problematic as it could bias the proceedings
and decisions towards one of the parties, undermining the fairness
and objectivity required in resolving such disputes.

Public officials are held to high ethical standards, including
the duty to act impartially and avoid situations that could lead to
conflicts of interest. The Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards
for Public Officials and Employees (Republic Act No. 6713) in the
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Philippines mandates that public officials shall at all times uphold
public interest over personal interest. When members of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan fail to inhibit themselves from
proceedings where their impartiality might be compromised due
to familial ties, it raises concerns of a violation of these ethical
standards.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, considering the above-stated grounds, the
Petitioner respectfully requests that the Honorable Sangguniang
Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur reconvene to re-evaluate the
previously overlooked and misinterpreted pieces of evidence, and
ultimately reconsider its resolution. Petitioner firmly believes that
a careful reassessment will rightfully recognize the jurisdiction of
the Municipality of Tago over the disputed boundaries.

Other reliefs just and equitable under the circumstances are
likewise prayed for

Respectfully submitted.

Tago, Surigao del Sur. 20 March 2024.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT UMT OF TAGO
Movant

As Re

Municipal Mayor

VERMICATION

L BETTY E. PIMENTEL, of legal age, Filipino citizen, a
resident of Tago, Surigao del Sur, after having duly sworn to in
accordance with law, hereby depose and say, THAT:
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1. I am the duly-elected Municipal Mayor of Tago, Petitioner in
the above-entitled case;

2. I have caused the preparation and filing of the foregoing
Motion for Reconsideration;

3. I have read and known the contents of this pleading, and that
(a) the allegations contained here are true and correct based
on my personal knowledge or based on authentic documents;
(b) the pleading is not filed to harass, cause unnecessary
delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation; and (c) the
factual allegations herein have evidentiary support after
reasonable opportunity for discovery.

IN WITNESS \ IHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
20tr' day of March,2024, in Tago, del Sur, PhiliPPmes.

t
Affiant

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me, this 20tr' day of
March, 2024, in Tago, Surigao del Sur, personally appeared BETTY
E. PIMENTEL who is personally known to me, and to me known
to be the same person who presented the foregoing instrument
and signed the instrument in my presence, and who took an oath
before me as to such instrument.

Witness my hand and seal on the
aforementioned.

and place

Doc. No. 184

Page No. 38
Book No.I
Series of 2024.

Copy Furnished:

HON. ROXANNE PIMENTEL
City Mayor
Tandag City, Surigao del Sur
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ANIIEX
FORIUT{ IIARVASA & SALAZAR

Itcpublika ng Pilipinas
I,AI,AWI(;AN NG SURIGAO DF.l. S11R

TANDAC CITY

'l'anggapa n ng Sangguniang Panlalaw igan
(()tlicc ol' the Provincial ( ouncil )

tix('}:Rp't'FROM THIi, N{tNt|T'ES Or'-IHE 37rtt f,f,StrLAR S!]SSION 0t'',l'Hr'20r'rr
SANGGI.iNIANG I'ANLAI,AWI(;AN O[ SI.JRIGA0 t}IiL SI"iR HT]LD A'T 'I'HE

SAN(;GI]NIANG PANLAI,AWI(;AN SESSION HALL. CAPII'OL OT 'I'HE SOUTH.
KAIIAYAG. BISLIG CI'TY. PROVINCE OI'SURIGAO DT:,I, SL]R ()N APRIL TI.2O2{

PIIISENT:

Ilon. \lanuelO. ,,\lameda. Sr - Vice (iovernor
( Presiding ()llic

CEfiNTIE[,

Rtgu la r Sangguniang Panlalawigan lllcm bcrs

District I l)istrict ll

o

ljon. Ruel D. Momo
Hon. Arnado IU. [.a-v-no, Jr.

l-lorr. Valerio T. Montssclaros, .lr

Hon. Conrud ('. Ctjoco
Hon. I\largarita C. Garav
Hon. (iines Ricky'J. Sal'arvan. Sr
Hon. Anthonv Joseph P. Canedo
Hon. Raul K. Salarrar

F.r * ()fficio i\'lembcm:

llon. Jimml'l. Guinsod

On Oflicial Business:

I'lon. i\'lelanie Joy I\,1. (iuno

ABSI]NT:

Spccial Privilege Leave:

[.{on. Antonio C. Azarcon

!'rcation Leave:

llon. John PaulC. Ilirnentcl

Sick Leave:

- lndigenous Peoplcs \'landatory
Representativc. Surigao del Sur

- Prcsidcnt, Provincial Chapter ol'thc
[,iga rrg mga l]arangfly sa Pilipinas

- Menrber. Sangguniang llanlalarvigan

- Prcsidunt. ['hilippinc ('ouncilors'
l,eaguc, Surigao del Sur ('hapter

llon. l'uri .'\n Euli R. Sarrchcz - President. ['anlalawigang l'ederasvotl
ns nrga Sauggurriang Kahataan

Rr,"sol-t i'noN N0. l85t -2{
(Scries oll0l-l)

I)I:\}'I!(G 'TI{E IIIOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 0F TIIE },IT:NICIPAI,IT\' 0F
TAGO ON THE DECISIOT* Of T[If COI\t]llTTEIi O]" BOt NDT\RY ,\\l)
SI|T'I'I,I1}IENT OF TIIE 20III \A\(;(;I.]NIANG PANI,AI,AWI(;.\N, T'IIIS PROVII'iCT,
IN T}IE }IATTER OF ST.:T'TI,I,$IENT OF MTINICIPAI, I}0["INDAR}' DISPT;Tr,
BT.'TWT][N THE I}ITINI(]IPAI,ITY 0F TACO ANI) (:IT\' OFTANDA(;

At,r'lloR:

.IOSE Dt,NIAGAN. JR.



CER'I ir'tr i", ivirt.,tllfilE SPV

Rr"sOLtInoN No. l85l-2{
tScries o{'1014)

- page t\\ () -

SI'0NSORS:

IION. ANTONIO (]..\ZAR("'ON, }ION. CONRAD C. CE.IOCO.
lI()N. JIIIIMY l. (;tllNS()l), II()N. GINES RI('KY .1. S;\YArrVAN, SR.,
IION. RUEL D. MOMO, IION. AMADO }I. I,AYNO. .IR.,
IIoN. MARGARITA G. (;ARAY, IION. ANTIIONY JOSEPTI I'. CAfrEI}O,
ITON. RAUL K. SAI,AZAR, IION. VAI.ERIO T. MONTESCI,AR0S. .IR..

AND }ION. \,TIRI ART ETjFY R. SAN(-IIF.7

WIIEREAS. this r\ugust llodl' adopted Resolution No. 1557-14 datetl ljcbruary' 6. ]0ll
cntitlcd ",,\dopting the Decision ol'the Contmittce on Boundary. and Stlttlr.'rnent of the l0th
Siurgguniang Panlalawigan. this Provirrce in the Matter of Settlcrncrrt of \'tunicipal Boundary
Disputc llctrveen the Municipality ol'-['auo und ('it1'oI'Iandag" rvhich ruled in l'avor of the Cirl'
ol'l'andagl

!{EREAS. a lVkrtion lbr llcconsitleratiorr dated lr{arclr ]0. 102.1 liorn the lr{unicipalit.r
ol"l'ago rvas received by this August l]otlv seeking reconsid$ration citirrg nurncrous srounds:

WI{EREAS. tirstl;". I(ssolutittrr No. 1557-:4 dated lrr'bru:rrv 6. l0l4 drasticallr
overlookcd Rcsolution No. tt8-81 ol'the Sangguniang Bavan ol'"|'andag date,d F'cbruarl 16. l98l
u,lrich suhstantialll' admits the originallv agreed boundaries betrvccrt I ago and '[andag. 'l'hc

('omrnittcc contended that therc is no actual proof that therc cxist a.loint Resolution No.88-ltl
and thc llunicipality"olTago failcd to prcsent a cop)' ol'said Joint-Rcsolution:

WHEREAS, secondly'. thc pieces ol- evidence presented [r1 lago including the stvorn

statcments lrom residents ol'llirrangal- Victoria and sun'r'yor l:ingr. 'l'razon B. Guda, among olhcrs.
clearly sllpport Tago's boundary clairns consistent *'ith historical and physit:al landmarks. 'l'his

r\ugust Body averred that in every controversy, rvhen the parties prcscrlt thcir tcstinronies of'thcir
rvitnesses in favor ol'their causc, thc opposing party will prescnt cvidencc thlt the'lestimortv'ol'
thcir witncsses holds morc rvatcr than the opposing party. 'l'his i\ugust lhxll' did not gave ntuch
u,eight on the testimonies of'hoth n itncssc,s trut on the result ot'the sur\ svs. A lso. the expertisc ()l'

tingr. Guda \ras nol esurblislred. ll uas alleged that in 1963. thcn Prn'incial (lor enror Ricarido l|.
Llastillo presided ovEr a sessiun ol'the Pnrvincial Baard rvhercirt thet' categoricalll.'corttirnrcd and

recogniz.cd the same boundarl'lirrc that rvas tjxed and established in thc Joint Resolutiun.'ltt
support the alorementioned allegution. based on the Best ['.r'idence Rule- ['aso carrnot present the

rnirtutcs ol'tltc said session and tht' I{csolutiott itselt:

WHEREAS. thirdl,v'. thc ('snilicatiorr b1 the Ntunicipal ancl Provincial Asscssors cturtirrns
larrdholdings rvithin the disputed arcas and terxed under'lago's.iurisdictiorr cornrboraling'l'ago's
pu'ncrship.'l'ax declarations and lcstinronies ot'landou'ners submitted hy hoth parties were lle\r'r
considcred [recause it is a biascd docunrent considering lhat it is issuctl hv the rcspectile [-(itis:

Wllf,REAS, lastlv. tlrc prescnce of relatives of Sangguniang l'anlalarvigln ivlembers u itlr
some members of the Saneguniang, Parrlungsod ol' Tandag raistd cr)nccnrs ot' inrpartialitr
signifi'ing a violation of ethical stantlards expected fiorn Public ()lllcials. I'his i\ugust llodl
cxprcssed that their persortal alfiliations docs not define thcir integritl' lnd it docs rrot limit thcir
u isdonr in dcciding the said casc and that thel' clecided the clse inrpartiallv hased trn thc. suhstancc
o{'the plcadings. Furthermorc, tltc ('odc ol'lithical Standards slatcs that putrlic ot}'icials arc hcld
high ethical standands including thc dun to act inrpartiall-v and avoid situations that could leatl lrr
conllict ol'interest. There was no conflict of interest in this case as all ol'the lvlcmbers olthe lU't'
Sangeuttiang Panlalarvigan rvas not soleh ek-cted b1'the pcoplc ot"l'andag or an\ I.(iU b,r tlrcl
rvr're all cltosen and electerl try'tlre pcople ol'thc Firsr I)istrictlSecontl I)istrict ol'thc Provincc ol'
SuriErao del Sur. l'heir allcgiancc is trr thc pcople of Surigao del Sur arrd not to a singlc nrcrnhtr ol'
thc tatnill,;

A"
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WIIERIIAS. ultimateh, ;rll thc cited srounds b1' 
-l'agt'r 

arL. ven insullcierrt to overtunr the
J)egi5ilrtr ol'ths 20tt' Sangguttiatrs l)anlalau'igan. ltence. during thc (lonunittec \{cctins trl' the
Committe."'on Boundarl' Scttlement on April 2. 201.1. thc Comnrittee rer'ornmencls to dcnl' tlrc
IVlotion fbr Reconsidcrration of the i\4unicipalitv ol"l'ago on the Decision of thc (lunrnitter' rrrr

Boundary and Scttlcrncnt ol'thc l0tt' Sangguniarrs Panlalawigan. this Pnrvince in thc rtrattcr ol'
settlcment ol [.{unicipal Rourrdarl' l)isputc betrveen the \'lunicipalitl' of 1'ago and Citl' of 'l'arrdag;

\YIIEREAS. in vicn'ol'thc lirrcsoinu, and on nlotion of llon. Josc- [)umasan..lr. ilnd
jointtl seconded b1'llon. Amado \'1. [-a1'no. Jr. and l-lon. Jinrnrr" l. Guinsod:

\o\\^iltERI..F0RE

BE I'f RIISOLV!,D h.t tlrc Sangguniang Panlalauigan of Surigao del Sur to dcnv tltc
lvlolion tilr Rcconsidcratiorr of thc i\,tunicipalitl o['Iago on the Dc'cision ol'tltc (-()rnmitlcc ()n

lloundary and Settlcmcnt ol'thc 20'r' Sangguniang Panlalawigan. this Province in tlrc rnatter ol'
settlemcnt ol'Municipal Boundary Disputc hetwecn thc N,lunicipality of -[ago 

ancl Citl' ol'.I'andag.

RESOLVUD tINALLY:'lb turnish copies of this Resolution to l-lon. tlctll H. Pinrcntcl.
Nlunicipal lVlayor and to thc Sangguniang Panlungsod tltnr I'lon. l-lenrich M. Pintentel. IVlurricipal
Vice May'or/Prcsiding Ollrcer, all ol'tlrc lvtunicipalitl'of 'fago and to llon. Roxannc ('. Pirrrentcl
Mayor and to thc Sansquniang Panlungsod thnr Hon. ['.leanor D. Momo. ('itr Vicc
lr;la-vor/l)residing {.)t]iccr. all ol'thc ('itv ol'l'andag. lbr thcir information and guidancc.

ADOP'l'ED this tl'r'da1 of April. 1024 ar the City of Bislig. Provincc olsurigao tlcl Sur
b1' unanimous votcs ol-all Sangguniang Parrlalawigan Members prescnt.

I IIIR[]BY CtlR'tlF']'to ths corrcctness of the tbregoing Resolution

E R I'ER[Z II,.I. D

the Sanggun iang Panlalaw igarr

o
Scc

IATT[-STI1 D AND (- IiR'l' I ['l [:l)'l-0 Bl- Dt!L!' ;\lX)P'l'liD:

Yra no.s, \0 llt5r-rr (.{pr r,lolr}

MAN ,,A li^l.o*rro, sR.
/ \'[ctri,rr crnrrr

rPr{siAing ( )tliccr}

:
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IN THE MATTER OF

SETTLEMENT OF

MUMCIPAL BOUNDARY
DISPUTE BET\MEEN THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF TAGO
AND TANDAG (now CitY of
Tandag), THIS PROVINCE

MUMCIPALITY OF TAGO,
Pe ti ti oner-APP ell a n t,

-versus-

X

MTINICIPALITY OF TANDAG
now the CITY OF TANDAG,

Respondent-
Appellee.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

PETITIONER-APPELLANT, the MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO,
duly represented by its Municipal Mayor, BETTY E. PIMENTEL,
unto the Honorable Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur,
most respectfuliy files Notice of Appeal and avers that:

1. Petitioner-Appeallant most respectfully gives notice that
it is appealing the Resolution (Resolution No. 1557-24
Series of 2024 of the Honorable Office of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur dated 30

January 2024 to the Regional Trial Court, pursuant to
Section \19 of R.A. 71,60, otherwise known as the Local
Government Code of the Philippines, which provides:

. Tanggapan ng Sangguniang panlalawigan

ll Ililt ilt ililil lt I il IilIIililtflttillllillllililtlt ilt
TSPSDS_2024-3432

$ Telephone No.: (086) - 21 1 - 5832o E-Mail: tspsurigaosur@yahoo.com
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o
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B. Attached herewith is/are the Official Receipt (s) issued by
the Clerk of Court as proof of payment of the appeal fees;

9. The Petitioner-Appellant wishes to advance the following
main points, which it plans to argue in more detail in its
Memorandum:

a) It is undisputed that Tago was once part of Tandag.
However, Tago has reacquired its status as a separate
municipality, as evidenced by a transcript of a decree
issued by the Direccion General de Administracion
Civil cle las Islas Filipinasd.ate,C 29 August 1883;

b) On 10 March 1917, when The Revised Administrative
Code of 1.917 (Act No. 2711) was enacted, Tago was
already listed among the municipalities under the
Province of Surigao;

c) On 6 November 19L8, pursuant to Section 68 of Act
No. 2777, then Governor-General Francis Burton
Harrison of the Philippines issued Executive Order
No. 41, which provides in part:

XXX

The municipality of Tandag shall
consist of its present tenitory less the
territory comprised in the former
municipality of Tago. The
municipality of Tago shall consist of
the tenitoty comprised in the fotuter
municipality of Tago.

xxx

d) Along with tl're above-mentioned official acts/law
of the Philippine government, Tago has maps
indicating its boundary with Tandag;

e) More importantly, Tago is consistent with its
claim on the disputed area as even the
landholdings found within the territory in
dispute have been declared and realty taxes
thereto were assessed and paid in the Treasury of
Tago. The subject landholdings were inventoried
and and previous tax declarations were traced

Notice of Appeal
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and inventoried to have been originally registered
in the roll of real properties located in Sitio
Cambating, Barangay Victoria of Tago, such
registations even date back prior to the critical
date of 1980 set by the Honorable Sangguni*g
Panlalawigan, and even more prior than the
Cadastral Survey for Tandag allegedly in7967;

0 It is humbly submitted, however, that the critical
date should not be 1980, but any date or year
prior to 7967. The Respondent-Appellee used as

basis in its claim of the disputed territory a

Boundary and Index Mup of Tandag Cadastre,
Cad. 392-D, Case 4, Parcel 7, approved on 16

December 7967. But there is an annotation on the
map referring to the 309.1530 hectares claimed by
Tandag, that it is "claimed by the Municipality of
Tago".In short, even this map has a note stating
that the Municipality of Tago also claims the
same land;

g) Based on jurisprudence, a critical date means that
point in time when the dispute has crystallized.
The critical date acquires much significance in
that acts performed by the parties after the critical
date to bolster their respective claims are
accorded little to no probative value unless they
are normal continuation of prior acts and not
undertaken merely to improve their legal position;

h) Applying the above-mentioned principle, even
the 1967 map presented by Tandag makes an

. annotation thereon that the 309.1530 hectares of
land is likewise claimed by the Municipality of
Tago. As such, it becomes obvious that the
boundary dispute between Tago and Tandag has
already been crystallized even prior to 7967. So it
would more logical to set the critical date to a

date prior to 7967. As such, the 1967 map of
Tandag must be accorded little to no probative
value;

i) Moreover, while it may be true that R.A. No. 7377,
R.A. No. 7509, R.A. No. 8628, and R.A. No. 9998
refer to Tandag as the location of the school (now

Notice of Appeal
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Section 719. Appeal, - Within the time and
manner prescribed by the Rules of Court,
any party may elevate the decision of the
sanggunian concerned to the proper
Regional Trial Court having jurisdiction
over the area in dispute. The Regional Trial
Court shall decide the appeal within one (1)

year from the filing thereof. Pending final
resolution of the disputed area prior to the
dispute shall be maintained and continued
for all legal purposes.

2. The full text of Resolution No. 7557-24, Series of 7024, was
received by Petitioner-Appeallant on 5 Mardn2024;

3. Counting therefrom, it had fifteen (15) days upon receipt
within which to file its Motion for Reconsideration or
until 20 March 2A24, which the Petitioner-Appellant filed
on said date;

4. Resolution No. 1,857-24 (Series of 202$, dated 8 April
2024, denied Petitioner-Appellant's Motion for
Reconsideration. The Honorabie Office of the
sangguni*g Panlalawigan issued this Resolution, a copy
of which Petitioner-Appellant received on 16 April 2az4;

5. Counting therefrom, it has a period of fifteen (15) days
upon receipt of Resolution No. 1851-24 (series of z0z4)
within which to file its Notice of Appeal or until 1 May
2024;

6. Considering that the fifteenth day falls on a Regular Holiday
(Labor Duy), the lasr d.ay of the filing of the Notice of Appeal
is on the following day, z Muy zoz4. Clearly, the instant
Notice of Appeal is being filed on time;

7. The parties in this appeal are the petitioner Municipality of
Tugo as Appellant and the Respondent Municipality (now
City) of Tandag as Appeilee;

Notice of Appeal
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North Eastern Mindanao State University or
NEMSU), the mentions of Tandag are mere
descriptions of the location of the school. These
laws do not actually define the precise borders
between Tandag and Tago;

j) Similar with these claims of Tandag, there in fact
exists R.A. No. 8139, which mentions in Section 2,

that "the school shall be situated within the eight
hectare campus of the Surigao del Sur Polytechnic
College in Barangay Governor Adella Sena of
Tago Surigao del SIrr," and this Barangay
Governor Adella Serra that is mentioned is
known to the public as Barangay Victoria of Tago;

k) Besides, despite the claims of Tandag that what is
now NEMSU is part of Tandag, it is worthy to.
note that applications for building permit and
other clearances in the creation of Surigao del Sur
Polytechnic College, were made before the Local
Government Unit of Tago and not Tandag;

1) Verily, the Petitioner-Appellant humbly submits
that its pieces of evidence preponderate in terms
of probative than the claims presented by Tandag;

m) Resolution No. 88-81 of the Sangguniang Bayan of
Tandag dated 16 February 1981, which the court
may take judicial notice, substantially admits the
originally agreed -boundaries between Tago and
Tandag as that of "Kilometer 6 passing Victoria to
Cambating and mountain ranges" and not the

, Highway Crossing according to Tandag;

n) Further, Joint Resolution No. 4, series of 1919, of
Tago and Tandag, recognized the same boundary
Iine as "the existing road, situated at the very
boundaries of Tandag and Tago;"

o) The pieces of evidence presented by Tago,
including the statements from residents of
Barangay Victoria who lived contemporaneously
in Victoria, and the affidavit of surveyor Engr.
Trazon B. Gucta, among others, clearly support

->
\-,ra

\-<c
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Tago's boundary claims consistent with historical
and physical landmarks;

p) Certification by the Municipal and Provinciai
Assessors confirms Iandholdings within the
disputed teritory have historically been declared
and taxed under Tago's jurisdiction,
corroborating Tago's ownership;

q) The above-mentioned arguments and evidence
ultimately fav.or Tago. Tandag's cadastral survey
and the laws mentioning Tandag as the location
of NEMSU were not contemporaneous with the
creation of Tandag. Applying the case of
Municipality of Isabel, Leyte vs. Municipality of
Merida, Leytd, those acts that are not
contemporaneous with the creation of Tandag
should be given little weight as against the
statements of the residents, official documents,
and official acts which were contemporaneous
with the creation of Tago.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully prayed that this Notice of
Appeal be given due course.

other relief and remedies as are just and equitable, are
likewise prayed for.

Respectfully submitted.

Tago, Surigao del Sur. ZMay 2024.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT TINIT OF TAGO
Petitioner-Appellant

As

'ir.
.i

Notice of Appeai'

1G.R. No. 2t6ogl
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VERIFICATION

I, BETTY E. PIMENTEL, of legal a9e, Filipino citizen, a

resident of Tago, Surigao del Sur, after having duly sworn to in
accordance with law, hereby depose and say, THAT:

l. I am the duly-eiected Municipal Mayor of Tago, Petitioner-
Appellant in the above-entitled case;

2. I have caused the preparation and filing of the foregoing
Notice of Appeal;

3. I have read and known the contents of this pleading, and that
(a) the allegations contained here are true and correct based
on my personal knowledge or based on authentic documents;
(b) the pleading is not filed to harass, cause unnecessary
delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation; and (c) the
factual allegations herein have evidentiary support after
reasonable opportunity for discovery.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I harze hereunto set my hand this
2nd day of May, 2024, in Tago, Suri del Sur, Philippines.

Affiant

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me, this 2nd day of
Muy, 2a24, in Tago, surigao del sur, personally appeared BETTy E.
PIMENTEL who is personally known to me, and to me known to
be the same person who presented the foregoing instrument and
signed the instrument in my presence, and who took an oath
before me as to such instrum.ent.

Witness my hand
aforementioned.

and seal on and place

Du'. No. lK j.rl
Parte No. r
aiu* Nu.it t CITY 0i] 'r'Afit AU
Series of 202|.OFFICE OF TllE CITY MAYOR,

CopYFurt"*HHfrfl,m$m}
Darcto{<I,'vqrin,"Ef
By:--Korarirr-:

#"

HON. ROXANNE PIMENTEL
City Mayor
Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

OFFICE OF THE CLERC OF COURT
Regiorrnl Trial Court
Tar-rdrrg City, Surigao ctel Sur

isui:i3s
i,iflCor *, i.liLi.}-35-Z$t?

tlnlit E i::r::,:"1 3,1. ti}[4
ll i.r. i'i'.1.? I
'i l:;i*g1gg'; {202e[S:P f8r" $S-,

Ffi{ Na" qiIT ir$*3*0tf.s?"!?W?A
'u+)P. fr *or.rFtian r* V! I-8* {+,i;$ ir i[_
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Republic of the Philippines
PROI.:II{CE OF SURIGAO DEL SUR

Tandag City

ril{GfrrPril t0 sr0ffiilnilfi Prtuurmril
(Oftlce of the Provincial Council)

FORIT'II }IARVASA & SALAZAR

In rhe matter of Settlement of
Municipal Bouudary Dispute
Betrreen the Municipatities of Tago
and Tandag (aow City of Tandag),
This Province

MTIMCIPALITY OF TAGO,
Petitioner-Appellant

-versus-

MUMCIPALITY OF' TAITDAG
now the CITY OF TANDAG,

Respondent-Appellee

It
i
7
!

MAYOft S 0FFr[E
RE, ED

,a
f lI.(E:
NATE'

r PY.

OFFICE OF TltI Ci'f"!, MAVCi:r^
il;1,'g; oF'tP',?4.,
'i:rne: 4',Warpy'-&llrl. ,/.

frt:'

sitr

ORDER

This Committee deems it appropriate to grve due course to the Notice of Appeal filed by
the Municipalrty of Tago (received on 2 May 2024) without prejudice on the part of the appellee
to file their appropriate pleadings.

Lrt the records of this case be forwarded to the Regional Trial Court tluu the Office of the
Clerk of Court, Tandag City, Sudgao del Sur.

Done this 6fr day of }{ay 2024. Sangguniang Panlalawigan Session Hall, znd Floor,
Legislative Building, Capitol Hills, Telaje, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur.

For the Committee Dispute:

HON.
Chairman,
Member

.>.li i

i-t
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ANilEX R
FORIT'II }IARYASA & SALAZAR

Republika ng Pilipinas
I,ALAWIGAN NC ST.TRIGAO DEL SUR

TANDAC CITY

Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Panlalawigan
(Othce of the Provincial Council)

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 9OI'}I REGULAR SESSION OF THE 201'}I

SAFIGGIINIANG PANLALAWIGAN OF SURIGAO DEL SIJR HELD AT THE
SANGGUNIANG PANLALA\ryIGAN SESSION HALL, LECISLATIVE BUILDING,
CAPITOL HILLS, TELAJE, TANDAG CITY, PROVINCE OF SURTGAO DtrL SUR ON
MAY 1,2024

PRESENT:

Hon. Gines Ricky J. Sayawan. Sr. - Member. Sangguniang Panlalawigan
('lemporary Presiding 0 ft]cer)

Regular Sangguniang Panlalawigan lVlemberc:

District I District Il
Hon. Ruel D. Momo
Hon. Amado M. Lay,no, Jr.

Hon. Antonio C. Azlrcon
Hon. Valerio T. Motrtesclaros, Jr.

Hon. Jose DumaganJr.

Hon. Jimrny l. Grftsod

l-lon. Melanie Joy M. Cuno

llon. YuriArt Euli IL Sanchez

oN offilcIAL BUSIIIESS:

Hon. Manuel O. Alameda, Sr

ABSENT:

On Vacation l-*rve:

Hon. Conad C. Cejoco

On Special kivilege Leave:

Hon. Jdu Paul C. Pimentel

HON.
HON.

I-lon. Margarita G. Garay
Hon. Anthony Joseph P. Cafredo
Hon. RaulK. Salazar

Ex - Officio Members:

@

- Indigenous Peoples Mandatory
Representative, Surigao del Sur

- President, Provincial Chapter of the
Liga ng mga Barangay sa Pitipinas

- President, Panlalawigang Pederasyon
ng mga

- Vice C

- Member, Sangguniang Panlalarvigan

- President, Philippine Counci lors'
League, Surigao del Sur Chapter

Rf,SOLUTION NO. 1934.24
(Series of 2A24)

GIVING DUE COURSE TO THE NOTICE OF APPEAL OF THE I}IITNICIPAI,ITY OF
TAGO, THIS PROVTNCE WITHOUT PREJTIDICE ON THE PART OF THE APPEI,I,EE
TO FILE T}IEIR APPROPRIATE PLEADINGS

SPONSORS:

ANTONIO C. AZIARCON, HON. JOSE DUMAGAN' JR.'
JIMMY I. GUINSOD, HON. AMADO M. LAYNO, JR. ANI)

HON. AN'I'HONY JOSEPH P. CAfiEDO



RESOLU'IION NO. 1934-24 - page two -
(Series af 2024)

WHEREAS. the Municipality of Tago tiled a Notice of Appeal dated May 2,7A24.|t
could be recalled that this August Body adopted Resolution No. 1557-24 dated February 6,2024
entitled "Adopting the Decision of the Committee on Boundary and Settlement of the 20th
Sangguniang Panlalawigan. this Province in the Matter of Settlement of Municipal Boundary
Dispute Between the Municipality of Tago and City of Tandag".

WHEREAS, a Motion fbr Reconsideration dated March 20,2024 llom the Municipality
of lago was received by this August Body seeking reconsideration citing numerous grounds.
However, this August Body denied said Motion for Reconsideration as embodied in Resolution
No. l85l-24 dated April S, 2024. Said Resolution was duly received by the Municipality of Tago
on April 16,2024;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section I 1,9 of the Local Government Code on Appeal, states

thu "Within the tirne and manner prescribed by the Rules of Court, any party may elevate the

decision of the sanggunian concerned tcr the proper Regional Trial Coult having jurisdiction over
the area in dispute. The Regional Trial Court shall decide the appeal within one (1) year from thcr

filing rhereof. Pending final resolution of the disputed area prior to the dispute shall be maintained
and continued for all legal purposes".

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Tago filed the Notice of Appeal within the prescribed
lS-day period as provided lbr under the Rules of Court;

WHEREAS, during the Committee Meeting of the Committee on Boundary Settlement on
May 6, 2024. the Committee recommends to give due course to the Notice of Appeal of the

lVlunicipality of Tago. this Province without prejudice on the part of the City of Tandag to file their
appropriate pleadings befbre the Regional Trial Court. This is to protect the right of both parties

rather than curtailthem should be given preference;

WHEREAS, in view of the foregoing, and on motion of Hon. Antonio C- Azarcon and
duly seconded by Hon. Jose l)umagan, Jr.;

NO}Y THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan ol'Surigao del Sur to give due
course to theNotice of Appeal ofthe Municipality ofTago, this Province without preiudice on the
part of the appellee to file their appropriate pleadings.

RESOLVED FINALLY:'[o furnish copies of this Resolution to Hon. Betty E. Pinrentel,
Municipal Mayor and to the Sangguniang Panlungsod thru Hon. Henrich M. Pimentel, Municipal
Vice Mayor/Presiding Oflicer, all of the Municipality of Tago and to Hon. Roxanne C. Pirnentcl
Mayor and to the Sangguniang Panlungsod thrtr Hon. Eleanor D. Momo, City Vice
Mayor/Presiding Officer. all of the City of Tandag" for their information and guidance.

ADOPTED this 7s day of May, 2024 at the Cify of 'Iandag, Province of Surigao del Sur
by unanimous votes of all Sangguniang Panlalawigan lvlembers present.

I HEREBY CERT$Y to the correctncss of the foregoing Resolution.

II, J.D.
Secretary the Sangguniang Panlalawigan

oATTESTED AND CERTIFIED
TO BE DULY ADOPTED:

GINES WAN, SIL

MActtme coPYCERTIFIED

s,
MtLc {eirtn g-uue-cou rse I

(Temporary Presiding Officer)
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IN THE MATTER OF SETTLEMENT
OF MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY
DISPUTE BETWEEN THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF TAGO AND
TANDAG (NOW CrTY OF TANDAG),
THIS PROYINCE

MUNICIPALITY OF TAGO,
Petitioner-Appellant,

CIVIL CASE NO. 2041-24

DIA
,: l:
DATE

TIME

rr" !l
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MUNICIPALITY OF TANDAG NOW
THE CITY OF TANDAG,

ReEondent-Appellce,

NOTICE OF APPEALED CASE

GREETINGS:

You are hereby notified that this Couit has issued an Order dated Februaqy 05,

?026, directing both parties to file their memorandum in r.iew of their failure to reach an

amicable setdement.

Pursuant to Section 7 of Rule 40 of the Rules of Court, it shall be the dury of the
appellant within fifteen (15) days from receipt of this notice to submit a memorandum
which shall briefly discuss the errors imputed to the lorver court, a copy of which shall be
furnished by him to the adverse p^ry. Wit}in fifteen (15) days from receipt of appellant's
memorandum, the appellees may file their memorandum.

Failure of the appellant to file a memorandum shall be ground tbr dismissal of the
appeal.

Cantilan for Tandag City, Febn:try 05,2026

of Com 14 oJRTC, Br. 41, Cantilan

KTC, Br. 40, TandagCiry
COPY FLII<N-ISHED:

ATTY. DANIEL L DIAZ
Coan*l Jbr tla Petitio ner-Appellmt
Diaz Law OhEce
Purok Sandiy", Victoria,
Tago, Sungao del Sur

ATTY. JANISSA P. DELTCONA
Tailag GE l4al aficer
T'andag Gty H.all, Airpon Road,
Barangpy Aurasian, Tandag City

t_
r
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Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRTAL COURT

11th ]udicial Region, Branch 4L

Cantilan, Surigao del Sur

IN TFM MATTER OF
SETTLEMENT OF
MUMCIPAL BOUNDARY
DISPU]E BETWEEN TFIE
MUMCIPAUTIES OF TAGO
AND TANDAG (now City of
Tandag), THIS PROVINCE
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Letter/F

Posted

of in

MUMCIPAUTYOF TAGO,
Pe ti ti on e r-A pp e I I a n t,

-versus-

MUMCIPAUTY OF TANDAG
now the CITY OF TANDAG,

Respondent-
Appellee.

MEMORANDUM

COMES NOW, the MUMCIPALITY OF TAGO, through the
undersigned counsel, and unto this Honorable Court, most
respectfully submits this Memorandumand avers as follows:

I. TIMEUNESS

1. This Memorandum is filed pursuant to the February 5, 2026
Order of the Honorable Court wherein appellant is given 15

days from receipt of the notice to submit a Memorandum.
FIence, counting from February L8, 2A26, when the notice was
received, appellant has up to March 5, 2A26 to submit this
memorandum. Accordingly, this Memorandum is timely filed.

Memorandum
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II. PREFATORY STA]EMENT

?. This appeal seeks the reversal of Resolution No. 7557-24
(dated January 30, ?:AZq issued by the Sangguni*g
Panlalawigan (SP) of Surigao del Sur. The SP gravely erred
in ruling that the disputed territory belongs to Tandag City
based on a Cadastral Map approved in 1967, while
deliberately disregarding the Respondent's own admission
in 1981 that the " original boundary'' was indeed located at
Kilometer 6, Cambating Mountain-the very position held
by Tago;

3. By arbitrarily fixing the "critical date" of the dispute at 1980,

the SP conveniently validated Tandag's self-serving maps
from the 1960s while excluding Tago's historical evidence.
This Memorandum imputes serious reversible errors in the
findings of facts and conclusions of law committed by the
SP;

III. STATEMENT OF FACTS

4. The Municipality of Tago was officially separated from the
Municipality of Tandag on January 1,, 7979, pursuant to
Executive Order No. 41. Recognizing the need to define
their shared jurisdiction, the Municipal Councils of both
Tago and Tandag convened ten days later, on January 11,

7919, and adopted Joint Resolution No. 4. This
contemporaneous agreement established the boundary at
the "existing road... which leads to Cambating mountain,a
decreeing that all waters falling toward the Tago side
belong to the Petitioner;

5. For decades, Tago exercised peaceful iurisdiction based on
this 1919 landmark. However, on December 76, 7967, the
Director of Lands approved the Boundary and Index Map of
Tandag Cadastre (Cad-392-D). This map - the very
d.ocument now relied upon by Resporrdent-explicitly
acknowledged the ongoing controversv by bearing a formal
arurotation on the 309-hectare area: "claimed by the
Municipality of Tagoa. This annotation proves that a

l Annex 'K' of Position Paper of Tago ,' Resolution No. 2-87 (1951) by Togo, and Annex 'L' of Position
Paper of Tago, Resolution No. 88-81 (79871 by Tondog

2 Resolutian of the Committee on Boundory Settlement, Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur,
ln the Matter of Settlement of Municipal Boundary Dispute Between the Municipalities of Tago and
Tandag, dated December 12, 2023, at p.21

Memuandum
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dispute had crystallized at least thirteen years prior to the
1980 "critical date" arbitrarily set by the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan;

6. On February 16, 7981, the Sangguniang Bayan of Tandag
passed Resolution No. 88-81", which stands as a clear
admission against interest. In this resolution, Tandag
admitted that while the "original boundary... is kilometer 6
to Camhating l9{ountaitz," it unilaterally chose to "settle
down" to the highway crossing simply because it Lrelieved
the highway was a "better boundarya:

7, This historical admission was further reinforced during the
2005 proceedings before the Sangguniang Panlalawigan. In
its June 20, 2005 Addendum to Position Paper, Tandag did
not challenge the 1919 Joint Resolution as hearsay; instead,
it interpreted the resolution's substance, arguing that the
19'19 agreement was " founded on presumptiod". By

engaging with the merits of the 1919 agreemetrt in its 2005

pleadings, Tandag judicially admitted the document's
existence and historical relevance;

IV. ASSIGNMENT OF ERRORS

A,
THE HONORABLE SP GRAVELY ERRED IN

DISREGARDING RESOLUTION NO. 88-81, FAILING TO
BIND THE RESPONDENT TO TTS OWN ADMISSION

AGAINST INTEREST THAT THE ORIGINAL
BOUNDARY IS KILOMETER 6 TO CAMBATING

MOUNTAIN.

B.

THE HONORABLE SP COMMITTED A REVERSIBLE
ERROR IN CONCLUDING THAT THE "EXISTING

ROAD" IN THE 1919 AGREEMENT WAS THE POST-
WAR NATIONAL HIGHWAY, AND IN INCORRECTLY

RULINC THAT TAGO'S CLAIM FOR HISTORIC
ENFORCEMENT VIOLATES THE 7973 CONSTITUTION

C.

3 Annex '[' of Position Paper of Tago , Resolution No. 88-87 (1951) by Tondog
1atp.6

Memorandum
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THE HONORABLE SP GRAVELY ERRED IN
CHARACTERIZING THE 1,919IOrNT RESOLUTION AS

"FIEARSAY:' IGNORING T}IAT TANDAG IS
ESTOPPED FROM RAISING THIS DEFENSE AFTER

EXPLICITLY ACKNOWLEDGING THE DOCUMENT'S
EXISTENCE IN ITS 2OO5 POSITION PAPERS.

D.
THE ASSAILED RESOLUTION SUFFERS FROIVI A
FATAL DEFECT IN DUE PROCESS BY ISSUING A
BLANKET DISMISSAL OF TAGO'S VOLUMINOUS

DOCUMENTARY AND TESTIMONIAL EVIDENCE -
INCLUDING SWORN AFFIDAVITS OF PUBLIC

OFFICIAI-S - WITHOUT SPECIFIC EVALUATION OR
REBUTTAL.

E.

THE HONORABLE SP GRAVELY ERRED IN
ARBITRARILY FIXING TI-M "CRITICAL DATE" AT 1980,

THEREBY VALIDATING TANDAG'S 1967 CADASTRAL
MAP DESPITE THE MAP BEARING AN ANNOTATION
("CLAIMED BY TAGO") THAT PROVES THE DISPUTE

CRYSTALLIZED PRIOR TO 7967.

F.

THE HONORABLE SP GRAVELY ERRED IN RULING
THAT TANDAG'S EVIDENCE PREPONDERATES,

MISAPPLYING }URISPRUDENCE ON CADASTRAL
MAPS AND GIVING UNDUE WEIGHT TO GENERAL

STATUTES OVER TAGO'S PROOF OF ACTUAL,
CONTEMPORANEOUS ]URISDICTION AND SPECIFIC

LEGTSLATTVE RECOGNTTTON (R.A. 813e).

V. ARGUMENTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Tandag/s Resolution No.
88AI is an admission that
binds the Rupondent-
Appelle

8. The Honorable SP erred in disregarding Resolution No. 88-
81, passed b"v the Sangguniang Bayan of Tandag on
February 16, 1981. Assuming arguendo, we hypothetically

Memorandum
Municipality of Togo
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accept 1980 as the "critical date," the doctrine only excludes
self-serving acts performed to improve a party's legal
position. It does not exclude admissions against interest;

9. [n Resolution No. 88-81s, Tandag explicitly admitted that
" the original boundaryr between Tandag and Tago is
kilometer 6 to Cambating Mountain' but that it unilaterally
" settles down to the higltway crossittgi' because it is a
" bettet boundarl/' . Under the Rules of Evidenceb, an
admission by a party regarding a relevant fact is admissible
against them. Tandag cannot use the Critical Date Doctrine
to shield itself from its own confession that the historical
boundary is indeed where Tago claims it to be;

10. It is a voluntary acknowledgment of a fact-that the original
and lawful boundary is at Kilometer 6. Tandag's subsequent
attempt to " settle dowri' at the highway was a unilateral act

of convenience that cannot override the legal boundary
established during the creation of the municipalities.
Having admitted the " original boutday'' rn €u:l official
legislative act, Tandag is iudiciallV barred from claiming a

different border;

B. The 'bxisting road" in 1919

carutot fu the National
Highway

11. The SP ruled in favor of Tandag's assertion that the

boundary is the " Nationat Highway'' (Crossitg)'- Tago

maintains the boundary is the " Existing Road leading to

cambating lulouttair{' as per }oint Resolution No. 4, Series

of 1919;

12. The SPs disnrissal of |oint Resolution No. 4, Series of 1919

as "hearsay" or improbable ignores the historical necessity

of the time. Executive Order No. 41, which separated Tago

from Tandag effective January 7, 1919, contained no

technical deJcription, merely stating Tago consists of its
" former territot/';

5 Annex 'L' of Position PaPer of Tago

5 Rule 130, Section 26. Admission of o porty' - The act'

relevant fact may be given in evidence against hlm or her'
declaration or omission of a partY as to a

Memorandum
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13. lt is legally ancl logically sound to presume that the very
first official act of tl're newlv organizld Municipal Councils
of Tago and Tandag would be to define their jurisdiction.
Meeting ten days later, on fanuary 11, Tglg', to fix the
boundary at the " existing road... to Cambating mountaid,
was not only plausible but procedurally necessary to
enforce E.o. 47. The absence of a physical copy afier a
century does not negate its existence, especiiliy when
corroborated by Tandag's own admission in iqgrT ieferring
to this specific agreement;

14. The SP committed a historical fallacy. Tago asserted in
Resolution No. 2-81 that " the nationar 

-highway 
vras

constructed only after the last wotld war Ir'.It is logically
impossible for the " existing road' mentioned in th; 1919
|oint Resolution to be the National Highway that was
consfructed decades later, that is, the so-called Crossing
Tago;

L5. Tlre " existing road' referred to in 1919 was a trail/road
utilized during the Spanish regime Ieading to Cambating,
not the junction of the national highway constructed by the
Americans or the Philippine Republic later;

15. The Respondent's argument that Tago's claim violates the
1973 Constitution's requirement for a plebiscite is misplaced
Tago is not seeking to alter or substantially change the
boundary, which would indeed require a plebiscite under
Article XI, Section 3 of the 1973 Constitution. Rather, Tago is
seeking the recognition and enforcement of the historical
boundary defined in 1919, which existed prior to the 7973

Constitution;

17. Since the laws creating Tago (E.O. 41) provided no techurical

description, the 1979 agreement serves as the factual
determination of the boundary lines. Restorirrg the

boundary to " Km 5 to Camhatingl' is not an alteration; it is a
correction of Tandag's unilateral encroachment. As held in
Munkipatity of Nueva Era v. Municipality of Marco{,
boundaries must be determined in accordance with the law
creating the municipality. Here, that law is E.O. 41',

7 Annex 'L' of Position Paper of rago, Resolutlon No, 88-81(1981) by Tondag
I G.R. No. 169435, February 27, 2008
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interpreted through
Resolution;

the contemporaneous 7919 Joint

C. Tandag is fom
daiming the 1919 /oint
Rsolution is "Hearsay" as
it was admittd in their
200"5 Position Papr

18. The Honorable sangguniang panlalawigan committecl a
reversible error in dismissing /oint Resolution No. 4 Series
of 1919 as 'hearsay'. A review of the recorrls of this very
case-specifically the Position Papers filed in 2005-reveals
that the Respondent-Appellee has long admitted the
existence of this historical agreement;

19. Records show that this boundary dispute was formatly
brought to the Sangguniang Panlalawiguo as early as 2004,
with Position Papers filed by both parties in early 2005. In
its Addendum to Position Paper filed on |une 20, 2005,
Tandag did not raise the issue of hearsay regarding the 7919

Joint Resolution. On the conlrary, Tandag accepted it and
explicitly addressed and commented on tlre substance of
said resolution;

20. In its 2005 Addendum, Tandag argued under the l'reading
' Comm ett ts/ Discuss i on' regarding the 7919 Joint Resol u tion :

'The joittt resolution of the municipal councils of
Tandag and Tago on /anuary 11, 1919 t{as
founded on presumption that .. Executive Order
No. 41... had already defined and fixed the
boundary separating Tago from Tandag.o

2"1. By attacking the basis or prresumption of the 7919

Resolution, Tandag necessarily admitted its existence. One

carurot argue against the reasoning of a document while
simultaneously claiming said document does not exisU

22. Furthermore, in the same 2005 Addendum, Tandag

contended that the p;6sumption of the h{unicipal Councils

Memorandun
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of Tandag and rago itt tglg that there eyas a tixerJ
boundary... has passed on to everv provinciar, municipal
and Barangay o,fficials... creating a swee?ting confusion|7;

23. In 2005, Tandag's only defense against the 1919 Resolution
was technical in nature. They argued that because the
separation law (8.o. 41) lacked technical descriptions, the
1919 agreement was based on a wrong premise. They never
claimed it was a fabrication or hearsay

24. Simply put, Tandag was arguing that the |oint Resolution
No. 4, Series of 7919 was based on a legal mistake,
necessarily admitting as to its existence. Tandag claimecl
that when the Municipal Councils of Tago and Tandag met
in 1919 to draft the |oint Resolution, they falsely presumed
that the law separating them (Executive Order No. 41) hac{

already legally estatrlished a technical boundary. Because
the 1919 councils acted on this presumption and agreed on a

boundary (the existing road to Cambating Mountain),
Tandag argues that generations of subsequent provincial,
municipal, and barangay officials inherited this mistaken
belief;

25. So, the Respondent cannot now change its theory or during
these prolonged proceedings to claim 'hearsay' when it has

already made judicial admissions in its 2005 pleadings
acknowledging the act of the Municipal Councils in 7979.

Under the Rules of Evidencerr, an admission made by u

party in the course of the proceedings in the same case does

not require proof. The SP gravilv errecl in ignoring these

admissions found in the very records of the case it was

resolving;

D. The Honorable SP gravely
ered in issuing a blanket
dismissal of euidence
without specific rebutbl,
and failed b considet

loatp.E
rr Rule 129,Section 4. )udiciol Admissions - An adrnission, oral or written, made by the partv in the

c6urse of the proceedings in the same case. does not require proof' The admission may be

contradicted onlv by showing that it was made through palpable mistake or that the imputed

Memsandum
Municipality of Togo
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Tandag's admissions in iE
2A05 pleadings

26. The assailed Resolution of the SP suffers from a fatal defect
in due process and appreciation of evidence. hr its ruling,
the SP sweepingly concluded that "tlrc pieces of evidence
submitted b;, the petitioner failed to show $r
preponderance of evidence that the 309.1530 hectares are
located within the territorial jurisdiction of Tago'a2;

27. This sweeping dismissal is legally insufficient. A perusal of
the Resolution reveals that the SP only specifically attacked
Resolution No. 2-81 under the sub-topic of 'Hearsay
Evidence'. It completely failed to mention, evaluate, or
specifically rebut tlre substantial documentary and
testimonial evidence presented by Tago in its Position Paper,
specifically:

I Anrtex t' A" - Copy of the Boundary and Index Map of
Tandag Cadastre, Cad-392-D, Case 4, Parcel 1;

I Arutex "B" - Copy of the Spanish Transcript of a decree

issued by the Direccion General de Administracion
Civil de las Islas Filipinas dated August 29,1883;

I Annex '*1u - English . Translation of the Spanish

Transcripfi

I Annex 'D" - Municipal Base Mup of Tago;

I Arrnex 'g' - Municipal Base MuP of Tandag;

I Annex"F" - Provincial Map of Surigao del Sur;

I Annex ocu -Geo-Hazard Map of CENRO-Tandag;

I Annex"H" - Other Maps;

I Annex ttl" - Written Certification of the Provincial

Assessor and Municipal Assessor regarding the

d.eclaration and payment of realty taxes in Tago;

Lz Resolution ol the Commitfee on Boundory Settlefi,ent, Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur'

ln the Matter of settlement of Municipal Boundary Dispute Between the Mlnicipalities of Tago and

Tandag, dated December 12,2023, at p' 8 
Memorandum
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O Annexes "J" to 'l-54" - Accompanying inventorv and
history of Tax Declarations for properties locaiecl in
Sitio Cambating, Barangay Victoria;

O Annex uLo - Copy of Resolution No. 88-81 passed by
the Sangguniang Bayan of Tandag on February -t"6,1g9l;

O Annex "M" - Copy of the letter-petition of the residents
of Barangay victoria (especially the Catholics who built
a chapel) attesting that the disputed territory belongs ro
Sitio Cambating, Tago;

O Annex "N" - Copy of the Sworn Statement/Affidavit of
Engr. Trazon B, Guda regarding the PL$710 survey
and the resistance encountered from Tandag residents
and officials;

O Annex uou - Copy of the Sworn Statement/ Nfidavit of
Mr. Ciriaco P. Portillo, former Deputy Provincial
Assessor and Municipal Assessor/Treasurer of Tago;

O Annexes uY' and uP-lo to oP4u - Copies of the
Building Permits and supporting documents issued by
the Municipality of Tago for the construction of
buildings of the Surigao del Sur Polytechnic State
College (SSPSC);

28. By bunching these distinct and competent pieces of
evidence into a general statement of 'failure to show,' the SP

effectively denied the Petitioner the right to have its
evidence weighed. The Resolution is silent on why the
sworn affidavits of a Geodetic Engineer (Guda) and a

Provincial Assessor (Portillo) were disregarded;

29. Furthermore, while the SP casuallv mentioned the Tax

Declarations (Annexes "1" artd ul" to "I'54" ) and Building
Perrnits (Annexes uP" to 'P4"), it brushed them aside

without weighing them as concrete, contemPoraneous acts

of Tago's administrative iurisdicbion over the disputed area;

E. The "Critical Date" Docffine:
The 1967 Cadastal MaP is
not profutive

Memorandum
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30. SP's decision rests on the "Critical Date Doctrine," which
states that acts performed aiter a dispute has crystallized
have little probative value. The SP arbitrarily set this date at
1980. This is legally and factually untenable;

31. The 1967 Tandag Cadastral Map itself contains an
arurotation stating "Clahned by the Municipality of Tago.t3"
This is an acknowledgment that a boundary dispute existed
at least as early as 1,967, Therefore, Tandag's 7967 and'1972
surveys cannot be used to prove its own claim, as they were
conducted while the territory was already being actively
contested by Tago;

32.1f the govemment survey itself acknowledged Tago's
adverse claim in 1957, the clispute was already active.
Therefore, the critical date rnust be set pre-7967.
Consequently, the 1967 Cadastral Map and the 7972 PLS-710
survey constitute post-dispute evidence. They are self-
serving documents created by Tandag (or at its behest)
during the pendency of a conflict to improve its legal
position;

33. If the 1957 map bears an annotation that Tago was claiming
the land, there was already a dispute at the time the map
was created. Therefore, the "critical date" must be set prior
to 7967;

F. Tago's evidence
preponderafus over
Tandag's technical claims

34. The Honorable SP committed a grave error in weighing the

evidence by dismissing Tago's substantial proof of

iurisdiction while unduly elevating Tandag's technical maPS

and general statutes. A careful evaluation reveals that
Tago's historical, documentary, and contemporaneous

evidence heavily preponderates over Tandag's claims;

rt Resolution of the Committee on Eoundory Settlement, Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del

Sur, tn the Matter of Settlement of Municipal Boundary Dispute Between the Municipalities of Tago

and Tandag, dated December 12, 2023, at p. 21 
Memorandu^
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35. The SP's reliance on Sangalang v. Maguihanla is misplaced
because Tandag's Cadastral Map is disputed and flawed.
The SP dismissed Tago's voluminous tax declarations by
citing the case, ruling that cadastral maps prevail over tax
declarations. However, this jurisprudential rule only applies
when the cadastral map in question is undisputed and
presumed correct. In the case at bar, the validiry of the 1967
Tandag Cadastral Map (Cad. 392-D) is the heart of the
controversy;

36. A contested document cannot be used as the sole basis to
settle the dispute it acknowledges. The 1967 map itself bears
the explicit annotation regarding the 309.1530-hectare erea:
" cJaimed by the hlunicipality of Tago'i'

37. Furthermore, Tago challenges the integrity of the technical
descriptions in these 1960s surveys precisely because they
were the product of physical manipulation. Engr. Trazon B.

Guda, a geodetic engineer directly involved in the PLS-710
survey in 1962, attested under oath tlrat the traditional
boundary was the road to Cambating, but the survey
faced"vehement resistance. He attested that whenever lris
team erected boundary markers during the duy, the
residents of Rosario (Tandag) would physically remove and
transfer the markers at nighttime to the junction of the
national road.ls This critical testimony explains exactly why
the technical descriptions in the 7967/1972 maps favored
Tandag-not because the National Highway was the legal
boundary, but because the boundary markers were
physically usurped and manipulated during the survey
period. Therefore, Tago's historical possession and long-
standing tax declarations rnust be given greater weight than
a flawed and disputed technical map;

38. The SP gave undue weight to laws like R.A. No.7377, R.A.

No. 7509, R.A. No. 8628, and R.A. No. 9998, which generally
describe the state college (now NEMSI, as being located in
Tandag. However, these are gelreral administrative statutes,
not boundary laws. Mere descriptive mentions in statutes
cannot override concrete, actual acts of iurisdiction. Tago
proved that it was the local government unit that actually

la G.R. No. 159792, December 23, 2oo9
ts Annex 'N' of Position Paper of Tago, Affidovit of Engr. Trozon 6uda y Boria

Memorandrmr
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.

exercised administrative authoritv over the area during the
construction of the school. The records explicitly show that
the Surigao del Sur Polytechnic State College (SSPSC)

applied for its Building, Sanitary, and Electrical Permits
with the Municipality of Tago, not Tandag. This is a

definitive, contemporaneous act of authority: the national
institution itself recognized and submitted to Tago's
territorial jurisdiction when it sought permission to build its
camPus;

39. In contrast to the general statutes cited by Tandag, Republic
Act No. 8139 (which established the Science High School)
contains a specific, pinpointed legislative finding of fact.
Section 2 of R.A. 8139 expressly locates the school campus
witlrin "Barangay Governor Adela Serra Ty (now Victoria)
of Tago, Surigao del Sur". This specific legislative
recognition of the campus being situated in Tago legally
offsets any general descriptive references to Tandag in other
educational statutes.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, premises considered, Petitioner-Appellant
MUMCIPAUTY OF TAGO respectfully prays that this Honorable

Court:

1. REVERSE and sE"r ASIDE Resolution No. 7557-24 0f the

Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur;

2. UPHOLD the validity of the boundary defined in Joint

Resolution No. 4, Series of 1919, and admitted by Tandag in

Resolution No. 88{1, specifically that the boundary is

located at Kilometer 6 to Cambating Mountain; and

4- DECI-ARE the disputed 309.1530 hectares as Fart of the

territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality of Tago

Other relief ancl remedies as are iust and equitable, are

likewise prayed for.

Respectfully submitted.

Memorandum
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February 27, 20?6. Tago, (for Cantilan) Surigao del Sur,
Philippines.

DTAZLAW OFFICE
(Counsel for the Petitioner)
Purok Sandiya, Victoria, Tago,

Surigao del Sur
Office Tel. No. 086-214-5816
Mobile Phone: A947961503?
E-mail add : d ia zla rt,of f iceo f ta qosd stqrtsmaij. conr

By,

No.
IBP No. 58e339 - 01/ 06 / 2026

PTR No: 2049898- U/A5/2026
Province of Surigao del Sur

MCLE Compliance No. VIII- 0027735

JODELLE CHRIS G. CUANAN
Roll No. 74822
IBP No. 478441, - 71 /21, / 2024
PTR No. 2049900 - 01, /05 / 2026

Province of Surigao del Sur
MCLE EXEMPTION No.- UII-8EP002246

GLOU DIAMOND D. DESTAIO
Roll No. 92823

IBP No. 569126 - 72/22/ 2025

PTR No. 2050295- 07 / 15 / 2426

Province of Surigao del Sur

MCLE EXEMPTION fl/ew lawYer)
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Municipolity of Togo

Page 14 of 15



\ERIFICATION

I, IELIO VAL C. LAURENTE, of legal age, Filipino citizen,
the Municipal Mayor of Tago, Surigao del Sur, after having duly
sworn to in accordance with law, hereby depose and say, THAT:

l. I am the duly-elected Municipal Mayor and the authorized
representative of Tago, Petitioner,Appellant in the above-
entitled case;

2. I have caused the preparation and filing of the foregoing
Memorandum;

3. I have read and known the contents of this pleading, and that
(a) the allegations contained here are true and correct based

on my personal knowledge or based on authentic documents;
(b) the pleading is not filed to harass, cause unnecessary
delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation; and (c) the
fachral allegations l'rerein have evidentiary support after
reasonable opportunity for discovery.

IN WTTNESS

#EB 2 / a)tu
WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

,inTago, Surigao del Sur, Philippines.

IELIO V

ID No. tr?. - ooo o

AND SWORN TO before In€, this
#Pfrnr,P in Tago, Surigao del Sur, PersonallY

appeared IELIO VAL C. LAURENTE, who is personally known to
me, and to me known to be the same person who presented the

foregoing instrument and signed the instrument in my Presence, and

who took an oath before me as to such instrument.

Witness
aforementioned

rbt
il

my hand and seal on the date Place

Municipolity of Tago
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Copy Furnished:

HON. ROXANNE PIMENTEL

Ciry Mayor
Tandag CitY, Surigao del Sur
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Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COI]RT

I th Judicial Region
Branch 40

Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

AN}IEX
FORTUT{ IIARVASA & SALAZAR

i'l L- ' ta
J{ i l-o-tt^a

t;{.

CNIL CASE NO. 204I.24

U
4r^

IN THE MATTER OF SETTLEMENT
OF MI'NICIPAL BOUNDARY
DISPUTE BETWEEN THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF TAGO AND
TANDAG (NOW CITY OF TANDAG),
TITIS PROWNCE

MIJNICIPALITY OF TAGO,
P et i tio ner-App el lu n t,

-versus-

MI,'NICIPALITY OF TANDAG
(NOW CITY OF TANDAG),

Respondent-Appellee

x

MEMORANDUM
(for the Respondent-Appellee City of Tandag)

This appeal presents no trasis to disturh the findings of
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur, which
determined, after the administrative proceedings mandated under
the Local Government Code, that the disputed territory lies within
the jurisdiction of the City of Tandag,

The assailed Resolution rests on ruthoritative cadastral surveys
and official technlcal government records, which constitute the
most reliable evidence of territorial boundaries.

In contrast, Petitioner-Appellant relies primarily on speculative
historical assertions and isolated administrative acts, which
jurisprudence consistent$ holds cannot prevail over official
cadashal determ inations.

Respondent-Appellee, CIT\. OF TANDAG, through thc undcrsigned

counsel, respectfully submits this Memorandum and states that:
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I.
TTMELINESS AI\[D COMPLIAI\ICE

WITH THE COURT'S ORDERS

On January 6,2026, this Houorable Court issued an Order directing the parties
to explore the possibility of an amicable settlement and to file a manit'estation
or report regarding the settlement conference scheduled on January 13, 2026.

In faithful compliance with said directive, Respondent-Appellee subruiued
a ManifestationlReport deted Februery 2, 2026, informing tlre Court that
the settlement conference had been couducted but no agreement was reached
hy the parties.

Notably, Petitioner-Appellant did not submit any report or manifcstation
regerding the settlement conference, despite the directive of this Honorable
Court requiring both parties to do so.

Respondent-Appellee thereafter received the Notice of Appealed Case on
February 18, 2026 directing the parties to submit their respective memoranda.
On February 27, 7026, Respondent-Appellee received via electronic mail a
copy of the Memorandum of Petitioner-Appellant Municipality of Tago.

Underthe rules, Respondent-Appellee has titteen (15) days tiom receipt ol
the Appellant's Memorandurn within which to submit its Memorandtrm.
Counting fifteen (15) days lrom February 27,2}26,Respondent-Appellee has
until March 14, 2026 within which to file the present Mernorandum.

Accordingly, this Memorandum is timely filed

Respondent-Appellee likewise previously complied with the directive of the

Surigao del Sur Sangguniang Panlalawigan Committee on Boundary
Settlement through the filing of a Supplemental Position Paper dated June
zgr}Az3.which fornrs part of the adnrinistrative reccrrd and whose arguments

and evidcntiary submissions are herein reiterated and incorporatcd-

lI.
PRETATORY STATEMENT

This appeal presents a straightforward question: whether the Court should

overturn Resolution No. 1557-24 dated January 30,2024 of the Sangguniang

Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur, which determined-4ased on official
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cadastral suryeys and technical government recordri-thal. the disputcd
309.1530-hectare aree lies within the territorial jurisdiction of the Cify of
Tandag.

At its core, Petitioner-Appellant's tlreory of the boundary rests largely on an
alleged l9l9 Joint Resolution which was never presented in evidence
during the administrative proceedings. In contrast, the assailed Resolution
of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan is anchored on official cadastral surveys and
technical governmentrecords that form part of the State 's public land records.

ln appeals of this nahre, the mle of the reviewing court is not to reweigh the
evidence as &ough the matter were being resolved for the fust time, but
merely to determine whether the Sangguniang Panlalawigan committed
reversible error in its appreciation of the facts or misapplied the goveming
law.

As sonsistartly held by the Supreme Court, factual findings of administrative
bodies acting within the sphere of their competence are accorded great respect
and, when supported by substantial evidence, are generally binding upon the
courts-

In this case, Petitioner-Appellant has failed to demon$trate any reversible
error thatwould justifi setting aside the assailed Re.solution. As shown below,
the goveming law, controlling jurispnrdence, and the evidentiary record all
confirm tlrat the determination of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan is correct
and deserves full affrmation.

III.
ARGUMENTS

Petitioner-Appellant assigRs several atleged errors to the Resolution of the

Sangguniang Panlalawrgiur. None has ment.

This appea[ ultimately turns on three controlling considerations.

First, t[e goveming law and jurisprudence recognize that municipal

boundaries must be determined from legislative intent and authoritative

technical sruveys, not from unilateral municipal acts or speculative

historical claims.

Second,the otlicial cadastral $urveys and techntcal government records

relied upon by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan constitute the most

reliable and au&ontative evidence of the territorial boundary between

MEMORANDIIM for rhe CITY oF TANDAG
Civil Case No. 20a l']4

Page'3'

the parties



Third. Petitioner-Appellant's arguments-including its reliance oll an
al leged h istorical resolution never presented i n evidence, admin i strati ve
acts, and the so-called "critical date dssffins"-are unsupported by
cnmpetent proof and cannot overcome the presumption of corrcctness
accorded to official cadastral sun/eys,

For these reasons, the assailed Resolution is fully supported by law.
jurisprudence, and the evidentiary record. and should be aflirmed.

J,I Municipul resolutions or local acls cannot
d ete rea in e territoriq I bou n dalies,

Territorial boundaries between locat government units must be

detsrmined from rhe law creating the municipality and the legislative
intent underlying such law, not from unilateral acts or re.solutions of
local governments.

ht l|{unicipality of Makali v. MunicipaltO of Tuguig, G.R. No.
235316, December l, 2021, the Supreme Court emphasized that,
"Since the creation of local government units is essentially legislative
in nature, the delimitation in their charters has primacy in the resolution
of boundary disputes. Courts merely give effect to legislative intent and
do not thernselves fix territorial boundaries.'o

Petitioner-Appellant relies on Resolution No. 88-81 as it allegedly
constitutes an admission that the original boundary between Tago and
Tandag lies at Kilometer 6 toward Cambating Mountain.

The argurnent is misplaced.

Municipal legislative resolutioos cannot legally determine
territorial bounderies between local government units. Territorial
limits are matters of public law detennined through legislation,
authoritative government suryeys and tlre statutory dispute-resolution
mechanism provided under the Local Govermnent Code, not through
unilateral municipal resolutions.

Additionally, in Municipality af Jinenetr,v. Bazlr. (G.R. No. 165835.
September I l, 2006). the Court ruled that acts of local officials cannot
modiff the territorial limits of municipalities, which must instead be

determined in accordance with law and competent technical
determination.
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Ultimately, Resolution No. 88-81 cannot operate as a binding
admission regarding the municipal boundary. Even assuming arguendo
that Resolution No. 88-81 contained references to historical boundary
claiurs, such references cannot override otficial cadastral surveys and
technical records evaluated by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan pursuant
to its statutory mandate.

Accordingly, the Sangguniang Panlalawigan correctly declined to treat
Resolution No. 88-81 {rs dispositive evidence in determining the
territorial jurisdiction of the parties.

3.2 The allesed "Cambatinp Road" theorv
reflected tn the ouroorted 1919 foint
Resolution is not suooorted bv comoetenl
evklenge, and therefore has no orobative
value.

Boundary determinations must tre supponed by competent
documentary or technical evidence, not by speculative historical
assertions. It is a fundamental rule that courts may consider only the
evidence contained in the record of the case; matters not supported by
evidence cannot be given probative value. As consistently held by the
Supreme Cotrt, allegations must be supported by proof, and courts
cannot rely on documents whose existence and contents were never
established in evidence.

Thc Suprcme Court in Heirs of Malate v. Gamboa, G.R, No. 170338,
July 22, 20f5 has consistently held that courts may consider only
evidence properly presented on record. Moreover, under the Rules on
Evidence, documentary claims must be supported by competent and
authenticated evidence before they may be relied upon by a tribunal.

Petitioner-Appellant asscrts that the municipal boundary between Tago
and Tandag allegedly follows at "uisting road leading to Cambartng
Mountain" supposedly referenced in the alleged l9l9 Joint
Resolution No. 4, series sf l9t9 between the two rnunicipalities.

However, no copy of such Resolution was ever presented before the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan, nor was any authenticated document or
archivat record submitted to establish the existence. contents, or legal
effect of the alleged boundary description.

This evidentiary deticiency was specifically raised in paragraph 7.4 of
Respondent-Appellee's Supplemental Position Paper subrni tted dunng
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the administrativc proceedings. Notably, Petitioner-Appeilant nevcr
refuted this point nor produced the alleged documrnt, yet continues
to invoke the supposed resolution as a basis for its claim in this appeal.

Thus, Petitioner-Appellant's reliance on the alleged l9l9 resolution
rests on nothing more than an unsupported assertion. Consequently, a
document that was never produced cannot serve as proof of the tacts it
allegedly contains. Without the alleged document itself, there is
simply ao competent evidenre on record from which the claimed
historical boundary can be established.

In addition, as shown in Paragraph 7.3 of the Respondent-Appellee's
Supplemental Position Paper submitted to the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan, when the Public Land Subdivision Survey (PLS-
710) for the Municipaliry of Tago was conducted at its instance in 1962,
the surveyed area extended only up to the National Highway. This
cleally indicates that even Tago recognized the Nstional Highway as

the known dividing line during oflicial survcys,

Finally, Petitioner-Appellant itself alternately describes the supposed
boundary as tlre nexisting rood to Camboting Mountain", "Kilomeler
6", and "a point associated with Camhating Mountain". These

shifting descriptions highlight the absence of any definite technical
boundary capable of verification.

Thus, even assuming arguendo that such a historical reference once

existed, municipal boundaries cannot be detcrmined through vague

descriptions of roads or trails whose tocation rnay change over time-

Accordingly, the Sangguniang Panlalawrgan colrectly declined to give

evidentiary weight to the alleged resolution, as well as rely on the

speculative "Cambating road" theory and instead relied on the Tandag

Cadastral Map (Cad-392-D) and other official technical records in

determining the true municipal boundary.

J.i There was no denial oUae firocess.

Due process ir administrative proceedings requires only that parties be

given an oppormnitY to be heard.

It is well-settled that due process in adrninistrahve proceedings requires

only that a party be given an opportuniry to be heard, whether through

pleadings or submissions. As explained in Ang Tibay v. Coun ol'

industriat Retations (G.R No. L-46496, FebrualT 27, l940l, thc
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essence ol'due process is simply tlre opportunil.y to present one 's srde
before the tribunal authorized to decide the matter.

Peti ti oner-Appel lant al leges that the S angguniang Panlal awi gan issued
a blanket dismissal of its evidence. The allegation is unfounded.

The records show that the parties were afforded the opportunity to
submit their respective pleadings and documentary evidence during the
adminisrative proceedings betbre the Sangguniaurg Panlalawigan. In
fact, in its Order dated June 6, 2023. rhe Sangguniang Panlalawigan
specifically directed the parties to submit additional evidence,
pleadings, ffid other documents to supplement or support their
respective claims.

Respondent-Appellee complied with this directive by submitting
its Supplemental Position Paper dated June 29,2A23, together witlr
supporting docurnentary evidences. Notably, Petitioner-Appellant
failed to submit its Position Paper or additional evidence despite
having been given the opportunity to do ro,

Having been afforded such opportunity but tbiled to fully avail of it,
Petitioner-Appellant cannot now invoke denial of due process to assail

the determination of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan. A party who
declines to utilize the procedural remedies available during the

proceedings cannot later complain that it was dmied the opportunity to

be hcard.

Accordingly, the allegation ol'denial o[due process is without basis.

3.4 Official .sangl,s tlrc
most reliuble evidence of'land boundaries.

Offrcial cadastral surveys prepared by governmenl, authorities en1oy

a presumption of regularity and cotrectness.

Courts have consistently recognized that cadastral suveys constitute

the most reliable technical evidence of land boundaries, precisely

because they are prepared by qualified government surveyors following
standardized geodetic procedures. Moreover, cadastral surveys

prepared and approved by competent govemment authorities enloy the

presrrmption of regularity and correcttess and constinrte authoritative

evidence of territorial boundarics.
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In the present casc. the Tandag cadastre (Cad-392-D) has formed
part of the official technical records of the government since its
approval by the Director of Lands on November 6n lg07.

As lreld in Diredor of Lands u. Court of Appeals (G,R. No. 101858,
July 28, 1997), such surveys cannot be overtumed by mere assertions
of competing claims. Having been relied upon for decades by
government agencies responsible for land administration and taxation,
the cada-stal records in this case deserve substantial respect and should
not be lightly disturbed absent compelling proof of error-

Similarly, in Barangay Sangalang v. Barangay Maguihur (G.R. No.
159792, December 23,2009). the Supreme Court ruled that cadastral
maps prevail over ta:( declarations in determining territoriat
jurisdiction.

In the present case, the Sangguniang Panlalawigan relied on the Tandag
Cadastre (Cad-392-D) duly approved by the Director of Lands on
November 6, 1967, whilc Petitioner-Appellant has presented no
evidence sufficient to overcome the presumption of correctness of this
survey.

The technical $urvcys and $adastral records relied upon by lhe
Sangguniang Pantalawigan therefore remain the most reliable evidence
of ttre tenitorial boundary between the panies.

-f.5 letitioner-Aooellant's reliance on the

"Critical Date " i.s lecallv
untenable.

Petitioner-Appellant invokes 0re so-salled "Critical Date Doctrinc" to

argue that the 1967 Tandag Cadastral Map should be disregarded

because a territorial dispute allegedly existed prior to its preparation.

The argument is misplaced.

The doctrine, primuily applied in international territorial disputes,

merely excludes self-serving acts undertaken by a party after a dispute

has arisen in ordcr to strengthen its legal position. It docs not apply to

official technical surveys conducted by government authorities

pursuant to statutory mandate,
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As prcviously stated, the Tandag cadastre (cad-392-D), approvcd by
the Director of Lands on November 6, 1967, is an otacial cadastral
survey prepared in the regular discharge of governmental functions and
therefore enjoys the presumption of regularity.

This means that Petitioner-Appellant anchors its claim Lhat a tlispute
allegedly existed prior to 1967 to the annotarion appearing in the 1967
cadastral map itself stating "claimed by Manicipality of Togo,'. Thus,
Petitioner-Appellant paradoxically relies on the very cadastral
survey it seeks to discredit in order to establish the supposed
existence of sn earlier dispute.

Accordingly. Petitioner-Appellant caruot invoke the critical date
doctrine to defeat the evidentiary weight of the cadastral survey. on rhe
contrary, the Tandag Cadastre remains the rnost reliable technical
record establishing the territorial boundary between the parties.

3.6 Administrative acls do not determine
ttt u nie'i B a I bo u n daries.

Administrative acts

boundaries.
cannot alter legally established municipal

ln Munieipaltty o1'Jimencz v. Bai, "Ir.. G.R. No. 165835, Septetnbcr
ll, 2006, the Supreme Coun ruled that administrative acts of local
officials cannot modiff territorial limits established by law. Municipal
boundaries are determined by law and official technical records,
not by the unilateral acts of local officials or by the length of time
such acts have been performed. Administrative acts such as the

collection of taxes, issuance of permits, or delivery of local servic.es

may indicate the exercise of authority, but they cannot alter or
determine the legally established territorlal boundary between

local government units.

Petitioner-Appellant in this case, relies on various acts allegedly

demonstrating the long exercise of administrative jurisdiction over the

disputed area, including the issuance of building permits, tax

declarations, and other local governmental functions.

However, sUch acts cannot prevail over official cadasUal surveys and

s tatutory determinatioos of territorial jurisdiction.

Thus, even assuming argUendo that Petitioner-Appcllant had pcrfonned

ceftain administrative acts in ths disputed arca, such acts cannot prevail
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over the authoritative cada:;tral surveys and tEchnical government
records relied upon by the Sangguniang panlalawigan in determining
the true municipal boundary.

Accordingly, these adrninistrative acts do not establish the rnunicipal
boundary. Municipal boundaries cannot be determined by the
fluctuating practice of local administration, but must be anchored on
authoritative technical records and the legal acts that created the
political subdivisions themselves.

1.7 Con go acts
corraborate the te-cbnical records !?!ied
ufgn bv thg Ssnseuniane tonlalswisan

contemporancous governmcntal practice nlay be considered
determining the practical interpretation and implementation of law.

tn

lnAdssu u Ahalos, G.R. No. 16t617, February 15, 2007, [he Court
ruled that the contemporaneous interpretation placed upon a statut€ by
offrcials charged with its enforcement is entitled to considerable weight
in determining its proper application. Similarly, in Asturias Sugar
Cenfial, Inc. u Commissioner of Custttras, G.R. No. L-19337,
September 30, 1969, the Court held that the contemporaneous
construction of a statute by executive officers tasked with its
implernentation is entitled to great respect and should not bc overturned
except for the most compelling reasons.

The administrative recordsl further show that the disputed area has long
been treated as part of the territorial jurisdiction of Tandag in official
government planning and land-use documents. The Comprehensive
Land Use Plan (CLUP) of Tandeg, including the Existing Zoning
Plan (2007-2015) antl the Zoning Map QAn-2030), consistently
classifies portions of the disputed teritory under residential,
institutional, agricultural, and commercial land uses within the planning
jurisdiction of the City of Tandag. Certified copies of these planning
docunents were subrnitted as annexes to the Supplemental Position
Paper fited before the Sangguniang Panlalawigan and uow forrn part of
the records of this case.

This administrative recognition is further corroborated by legislative
records. As reflected in the Senate Journal for Session No. 5f dsted
Januery 29, 2007 (p. 1239), during the deliberations on the cityhood

lRespondcnt-Appellec's Supplemental Position Paper liled with the Sangguniang Panlalawigrn of Surigao del Sur.'

lrirril!r.!irilr ? /,-1 i -)
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ol Tandag t^he land area ol'Tandag was statetl to be zgl,ll square
kilometerr. This official figure necessarily includes the disputed
territory.

The above-cited legislative records relating to the conversion of Tandag
into a city likewise corroborate the territorial extent reflected in the
cadastral records. As reflected in the said Journal, during the
deliberetions on the cityhood of Tandag, the land area of randag
was recorded as 291.73 square kilometers, ls certtfied by the Land
Management Bureau (LMB), The LMB, es the technical euthority
of the State on land suryeys snd cadastral records, provides the
official certification of land areas relied upon by congress in
determining compliance with stanrtory requirements for cityhood.

Thrs legislativs record rellects the contemporaneous recognition by
national authorities of tbe territorial extent of Tandag at the time of its
conversion into a city. The land area certified by the Land Management
Bureau necessarily includes the disputed territory subject of this case.
Such official recognition further reinforces the cadastral records relied
upon by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan and confirms the long-standing
administrative understanding that the disputed area forms pzut of the
territori al jurisdicti on of Tandag-

As regards csrtain boundary and index maps presenterl by Petitioner-
Appellant, Respondent-Appellee has previously objected to the surveys
identified as Case/Barangay Boundary & lndex Map of City of Tandag
vs. Municipality of Tago (Case 28, Pb-13-00028-D), Barangay Rosario
(Case 6, Pb-13-00028-D), and Barangay Victoria (Case 1, Pb-13-
00038-D). These surveys were conducted without the required survey
notificetion under Section 63 of DENR Memorandum Circular No.
2010-13 (Manual on Land Survey Procedures).

Srgniticantly, the said survey maps also lack the signatures of the
respective local chief executives and berengay officials of the

affected local govemment units. indicating that the surveys were not
conlirmed nor recognized by the concerned authorities. For this

reason, these surveys cannot be considered authoritative technical

records capable of prevailing over the officially approved Tandag

Cadasue (Cad-392-D).

These contemporaneous acts therefore reinforce the

surveys and technical governm€nt records upon

Sangguniang Panlalawigan based its determinati on.

cadastral
which the
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J.8 The 1967 cadastral annotation "claimed bv
Tapo" dses not esloblish territorial
iurisdiction and, in fact. confirms the
obiecttvitv of the cadastrol sun ev.

Petitioner-Appellant heavily reties on the annotation in the 1967
Taudag Cadastral Map (Cad-392-D) staring rhat the disputed area was
nclabned by the Manicipality of Tagou.

llowever, such annotation is misplaced.

In cadastral practice, annotations merely record the existence of
competing claims during the survey process; they do nol constitute a
detsrminati on of ownership or jurisdiction.

To be sure, the notation mer:ely records the existence of a claim asserted
by Tago during the cadastral surusy; it does not constitute a
determination that the area actually forms part of Tago's territory.
On the contrary. the fact that the survey recorded the area only as

"claimed by" Tago demonstrates that the claim remained disputed
and unverified at the time of the cadastral survey.

The Supreme Court has consistently recognized that survey plans and
technical descriptions serye to establish tJre true identity and
location of land, precisely to avoid conflicting claims and overlaps.
[n Sparses Yu Hwa Ping u Court oJAppeals, G.R. No. 173120, April
10,2019. the Court explained that a survey plan "sen'es to establish the

true identify of the land and ensure that it does not overlap with
adjoi ning properties."

Consequently. Petitioner-Appellant cannot rely on the notation of a

claim to defeat the very cadastral suney in rvhich the annotation
appears.

IV.
CONCLUSION

The assailed Resolution No. 1557-24 dated January 30. 2024 of the

Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur was issued pursuant to the

authority vested in the provincial legislative body under the Local

Government Code for the settlement of boundary disputes betwecn local

government units. Thc determination reached by the SanggUniang

Fanhlawigan is therefore not merely an administrative opinion, but the result
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ol the statutory mechanism speciticirlly designed by law to resolvs such
territorial disputes.

In the exercise of this authority underSections 118 and ll9 of the Local
Govemment Code, the Sangguniang Panlalawigan carefully evaluated the
documentary submissions and technical records presented by the parties,
including the Tandag Cadastral M"p (Cad-392-D) and other official
govemment surveys, which provide reliatrle and ascertainable descriptions of
territori al boundari es.

Petitioner-Appellant's arguments, by conffast, rely largely on speculative
historical assertions, unauthenticated documents, and isolated administrative
acts, none of which can prevail over authoritative cadastral surveys and
technical govemment records. As denronstrated above, the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan committed no reversible error in its appreciation of the
evidence or application of the law, and its Resolution is firmly supported
by established evidentiary principles and conrolling jurisprudence on
municipal boundary disputes.

Considering that several establishments and real properties are located within
the disputed territory, and that local tnxes and real properry taxes may have
been assessed and collected by the parties during the pendency of this dispute,
it would tikewise be appropriate for this Honorable Court, upon affirnring the
territorial jurisdiction of the Cit,v of Tandag, to clariff that the authority to
impose and collect local taxes, regulatory fees, and real property
taxes within the disputed area properly belongs to the City of Tandag pursuant
to the Local Government Code. Such clarification will prevent uncertainty in
tax administration and ensure the orderly implementation of the Coufi's
ruling"

Ultimately, Petitioner-Appellant's appeal invites tlus Honorable Court
to substitute its judgment for that of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan on maffers

of factual appreciation, notwitlutanding the absence of any showiug tltat the

assailed Resolution was issued with grave abuse of discretion or in violation
of law.

Beyond the present dispute between the parties, the stability of municipal
boundaries is a urattcr of public administration that affects governaDce,

lend rccordso taxrtiono end the orderly delivery of government services.

To disregard the authoritative cadastral surveys would undermine the

reliability of the cadastral system upon which local govemments and the

public depend.

For thcse reasons, tbe assailed Resolution deserves full affirmation.
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PRAYER

WHEREFORE, premises considered, Respondent-Appellee Ciry of Tandag
respectfully prays that this Honorable Court:

l. DISMISS the appeal for lack of merit;

AFFIRM Resolution No. 1557-24 dated January 30.2024 of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur;

DECLARE, that the disputed 309"l53Ghectare area tbrms part of
the tenitorial jurisdiction of the City of Tandag; and,

4. CLARIFY that the authority to impose, assess, and collect local
taxes, regulatory fees, and real property taxes within the disputed
area belongs to the City of Tandag. consistent with the territorial
jurisdiction affirmed by this Honorable Court.

Other reliefs just and equitable under the premises are likewise prayed for.

RESPECTFULLY S UBM ITTE,D.

March 13,2026,Tandag City (for Cantilan), Surigao del Sur, Philippines.

ATTY. JAN
Counselfor

DELICONA
lppellee

Ciry Legal City Hall,
Barangay Awasian. Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

PTR No. 0535234 - 01.05.26/Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

IBP OR No. INV 558953 (CY 2026) - I 1.15.2025/tBP Surigao del Sur

Roll of Attorneys No. 59996

MCLE Conrpliauce No. V[[-0042063 - M.14-2028
Emai I address: rs$ddilg1lst-t' t iil 1111'- r.'r1
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REGIONAL TRIAL
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Judicial Region,

REGISTRY.RECEIPT

CNIL CASE NO,2041-24

-
Posl

Carrtilan, Surigao del Sur

IN TI{E MATTER OF
SEf,TTEMENT OF MUMCIPAL
BOUNDARY DISPUTE
BETWEEN T}IE
MUMCTPALMES OF TAGO
AND TANDAG (now Gty of
Tandag), THIS PROVINCE

..,tL . E...'';.i';r"tfffiii .4.

SUF

IF
li:. [4AY C7 2020

MUMCIPAUTY OFTAGO,
Pe ti ti on er-A ppe I la n t,

-versu5-

MTINICIPAUTY OF TANDAG
now the CITY OF TANDAG,

R es pon de n t-A plte I I ee.

for the

PETffiONER-APPELI^ANT MLIMCIPAUTY OF TAGQ by

and through the undersigned counsel, unto this Honorable Court,
most respectfully files this fulotion for Reconsideration to assail the

Decision promulgated on April 15, 2026, and in support thereol
respectfully avers that:

TIMzuNESS

1. The undersigned counsel received a coPy of the Honorable

Court's Decisionvia elecbonic mail on Api116,2026;

x
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Motion for Reconsideration
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2. Under the Rules of Court, the Petitioner-Appellant has fifteen
(15) days, or until May 1, 2026, to file a Motion for
Rrcansiclerafibn Since May 1, 2026 is a regular legal holiday
(Labor Duy), and the succeeding days fall on a Saturday (May
2) and Sunday (May 3), the filing of this Motion on the next
working day, May 4,2A26, is well within the reglementary
period;

GROUNDS FOR RECONSIDERATION

3. lA/ith all due respect, the Honorable Court's Drcision is

contrary to law, jurisprudence, and the evidence on record,
based on the following assignment of errors:

I.
THE HONORABLE COURT ERRED IN APPLYING THE

"SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE" STANDARD lN
REVIEWING THE RESOLUTION OF T}IE

SANGGUMANG PANLALAWIGAN (SP). IN SETTLING
BOUNDARY DISPUTE, T}IE PROPER STANDARD IS

"PREPONDERANCE OF EVTDENCE," AND TAGO'S
EVIDENCE OVERWHELMINGLY PREPONDERATES

OVER TANDAG'S.

u.
TI{E HONORABLE COURT ERRED IN HOLDING THAT

THE 1919IOINT RESOLImON WAS NOT
SATISFACTORILY AUTHENTICATED. T}tE SP FAILED
TO CONDUCT A "FORMAL TRIAL" UNDER SECTION

118(e) OF THE LOCAL GoVERNMENT CODE TO
ALLOW SUCH AUTHENTICATION. BESIDES, THERE
wAS NO NEED TO AUTr{ENTTCATE THE 1919IOINT
RESOLUTION BECAUSE TANDAG HAD ALREADY

JUDICIALLY ADMITTED ITS EXISTENCE AND
HISTORICAL BOUNDARY IN ITS 1981 RESOLUNON NO.

88-81 AND 2OO5 PLEADINGS.

m.
TTIE HONORABLE COURT ERRED IN VALIDATING

TANDAG'57967 CADASIRAL MAP BY MISAPPLYING
THE "CRIfiCAL DATE" DOCTRINE DESPITE THE MAP

ITSELF BEARING AN ANNOTATION ('CLAIMED BY

TAGO") PROVTNG THE DISPUTE CRYSTALUZED
LONGBEFORE1967.
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ARGUMENTS AND DISCUSSION

Ihe proper standard of review is
Prcponderance of Evidence, not
SubsAntial Evidertce, and Tago,s
evidence overuhetmingly
prepondentes.

4. In tlre assailed Decision, this Honorable court held that factual
findings of administrative bodies acting within the sphere of
their competence are accorded respect and when supp.orted by
substantial evidence, are generally binding upon the courtsi.
However, this Honorable court accurately noted the critical
exception: judicial review allows the court to reverse the
adnrinistrative body upon "a dear showing of grave
misappreciation of facts, misapplication of law, or
arbitrariness"]

5. With utmost respect, the Honorable Court's deference to the
SP is misplaced because the SP's resolution falls squarely
within this recognized exception. The SP committed a grave
misappreciation of facts when it arbitrarily weighed the
evidence presented by both parties;

6. In its Resolution, the SP correctly noted that the case must be

decided based on the "preponderance of evidence," which the
SP itself mentions as evidence that it as a whole, superior to
or has greater weight than that of the other and is more
convincing to the courts as worthy of belief than that which is
offered in opposition thereto;'

7. However, the SP committed a grave misappreciation of Facts

when it concluded that Tago failed to meet this preponderance.

If one objectively places the aggregate evidence of both parties
on the scales of justice, tlre scale tips overwhelmingly in favor
of Petitioner-A ppellarrt Tago;

8. On Tago's side of the scale, it presented overwhelming proofs

that corroborate each other:

r The Oppositiorfs Own ]udicial Admissioru: Tago's

claim is backed by Tandag's own Sangguniang Bayan

Resolution No. 88-81, where Tandag explicitly

1$t
I Decision,pg.3

:'-3lbia.
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admittecl that "fie oilginal boundary between Tandag
and Thgo is kilontetu 6 to Cambating Mountain".
Evidence that includes the opposing party's own
voluntary confession of the historical boundary is
legally unassailable and inherently worthier of belief;

r Specific kgislative Recognition: Tago presented
Republic Act No. 8139, which contains a specific,
pinpointed legislative finding of fact expressly
locating the state college campus within "Barangay
Govetnor Adela Seua Ty of Tago Surigao del Suru,

now referred to as Victoria, Tago;

o Contemporaneous Acb of jurisdiction: Tago proved
decades of continuous adminishative iurisdiction,
supported by certifications of the Provincial Assessor
showing properties were declared and taxed in Tago
and the fact that what is now the North Eastern
Mindanao State University (NEMSI4 itself applied for
building permits with the Municipality of Tago
submitting to Tago's authority;

I Swom Technical Testimonies: Tago submitted the

sworn affidavit of Engr. Trazon B. Guda, the geodetic
engineer involved in the 1962 Pl-Sln0 survey, who
attested that the boundary observed was the existing
road to Cambating Mountain, but thatTandag officials
and residents vehemently resisted and undermined
the technical delineation;

9. On Tandag's side of the scale, the SP relied almost exclusively
on the 1967 Boundary and Index Map of Tandag Cadashe

(Cad. 392-D), However, this map is severely flawed and

cannot out-preponderate Tago's evidence because the map

itself bears the explicit annotation 'claimed by the

Municipality of Tago" over the disputed area. A map that

comes with a literal disclaimer of an active, competing claim

cannot be considered superior proof of ownership;

l0.Applying the SPs definition, Tago's evidence is undoubtedly

"more convincing to the courts as worthy of belief". A self-

serving 1957 map bearing an annotation of a dispute cannot

possibly carry greater weight than Tanda(s own 1981 official

admission that the true, original boundary is at Kilorneter 6;
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ll.Byignoring Tandag's own aclnrissions ancl elevating a flawed,
self+erving m1p to tlre level of absolute proof, the 

"Sp 
gravely

misappreciated the facts and arrived at an arbihary conilusion.
Therefore, it is a reversible error for this Honorable court to
bind itself to the Sp's findings under the guise of the
substantial evidence rule, when Ihe sp's decision was crearly
bereft of adequate evidentiary support and plagued by a grave
misappreciation of the facts;

71he Honorable &urt erred in
dismissing the |glg loint
Rsolution for laek of formal
authentiation. The SP failed to
conduct the mandatory ,,formal

trial" under R.A. n6q and bsides,
there was no nred to authenticab
the document, as Tandag had
already judicially admitted its
exisEnce.

12.In the assailed Drcision this Honorable Court dismissed
Tago's reliance on Joint Resolution No. 4, Series of, 1919,
strictly ruling that the document was never formally
presented and authenticated in evidence before the provincial
body;

l3.With all due respect, this conclusion suffers from procedural
and etidentiary defects;

l4.First, the Honorable Court penalized Tago for the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan's own faihue to conduct a "fonnal
trial." Under Section 118(e) of Republic Act No. 7150 (the

Local Government Code), if no amicable settlement is reached,
the boundary dispute shall be formally hied by the
sanggunian concerned. A review of the adminishative records
reveals that the SP never conducted a formal hial or an
evidentiary hearing aimed at tlre identification, marking, and

authentication of documents. Instead, the SP merely required
the parties to submit Position Papers in 2005, and years later in

June 2023, issued a summary Order directing the submission

of additional evidence before prematurely submitting the case

for resolution. It is a grave denial of due process to shictly
penalize Petitioner-Appellant for failing to "formally present

and authenticate" its 1919 Joint Resolution when the SP itself
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bypassed the very trialwhere such formal authentication takes
place;

l5.Second, and more importantlf, there is absolutely no need to
authenticate the 1919 |oint liesolution because Respondent-
Appellee Tandag had already made judicial ad-missiors
regarding ib existence. Under Section 4, Rule 129 of the Rules
on Evidence, an admission made by a parry in the course of
the proceedings does not require prooi. A document whose
existence has been officially admitted by the opposing party is
exempt from strict authentication rules;

16.4 ftorough review of the records reveals that Tandag
explicitly admitted the existence and historical impact of the
1919 ]oint Resolution on rnultiple occasions:

o The 1981 Direct Admission: ln Sangguniang Bayan
Resolution No. 88-81 (passed by Tandag in 1981),
Tandag voluntarily and explicitly admitted: "We don't
dispute the existence of Exsutive Order No. 41... and
the Joint Resolution of the then Municipal Councils of
Tandag and Tago, as alleged... that the fixed boundary
line dividing the municipalities of Tandag and Tago
shall be as already fixed and establishe4 the existing
road.-. which leads to Cambating mounbin... i In the
exact same document, Tandag admitted as a historical
fact that the "original boundary between Tandag and
Tago is kilometer 6 to Cambating Mounl?rn"but that
Tandag merely decided to unilaterally *seile down to
the higltway tossing";

c The 2005 Admission in Phadings: During the 2005 SP

proceedings, Tandag's Addendum to Position Paper
did not attack the 1919 Joint Resolution as a fabrication.
Instead, it engaged with the document's merits,
arguing that the 1919 agreement was "founded on
praumptiono and that this presumgrtion "has passecl

on to every ptovincial, municipal and Barangay
officials of the province a'eating a sweeping
confusion...';

17.One cannot argue against the reasoning and the historical
consequmce of a documentwhile simultaneously claiming the

document does not exist. By officially acknowledging its
existence in 1981, and analyzing ib substantive premise in its
2005 pleadings, Tandag is legally estopped from demanding
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tlre forntal authe'tication of the 1919 Joint Resorution. It is a
reversitrle error for this Honorable Court to disregarcl
Tandag's ow^ bincling acrmissionr-ufiinrt interest and insist
on a formal authentiiation that the Rules on Evidence no
Ionger require;

The Honorable Court erred in
validating Tandagb 1962 Cadasfrat

Uup ty misapplying the '&itical
Date" Doctrine. TIrc arutotation on
the map itself ('claimed by Tago,)
coupled with Tandag's iudUal
admissions, proves the dispute
aystallized lorg before lgdz
rendering the map a postdispute
document devoid of probative
value,

t8.In the assailed Decision, this Honorable Court upheld the
Boundary and Index Map of Tandag Cadastre (Cad. 392-D)
approved in1967, treating it as reliable technical evidence that
enjoys the presumption of regulari$. In doing so, the Court
adopted the Sangguniang Panlalawigan's flawed application
of the "Critical Date Doctrine," which arbitrarily fixed the

crystallization of the dispute at the year 1980;

19.With all due respect, this Honorable Court committed a

misappreciation of facts and law;

20.As defined by the Supreme Court in Municipality of Makati vs,

Municipality oI Taguif , the "critical date" is that point in time
when the territorial dispute has crystallized. The dochine
dictates that acts performed by the parties afts the critical
date to bolster their respective claims must be accorded "little
to no probative value," as they are merely undertaken to

improve their legal position;

21.In determining exactly when a dispute crystallizes, the

Supreme Court in ll'rc Makaticase held:

'While the territorial tou, has been brewing prior
to this daE, it can be said that tlrc territorial
dispute crystallized u,hen President Aquino

I G-R. No. 235316, December 1, 2021
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issued the seconcl aseailed proclamatiort, At this
montent, both parties wue put an notice
rcgarding their conanding claims over the
disputed areas.,, (emphasis sippliecl)

22.Applying this standard to the case at bar, the "critical date"
when the parties were put on notice of their contending claims
was undeniably prior to196T;

23.First, the 1967 lvlap ibelf officially acknowledges Tago's
adverse daim.lt is undisputed that the1967 Tandag Cadastral
Map bears a specific annotation over the 309.1530-hechre area

stating: *claimed 
by the Municipality of Tago'1 The Honorable

Court brushed this aside by stating it "merely records the
existence of a competing claim". However, that is precisely the

point of the Critical Date Doctrirre. Just as the presidential
proclamation in Makati v. Taguig served as the critical
moment because the parties were "put on notice regarding
their contending claims," the official annotation on the 1957

map proves beyond doubt that both Tandag and the

surveying authorities were already put on notice of Tago's
adverse claim. Therefore, the boundary dispute had already
crystallized priorto the map's approval;

24,Secon4 Tandag's own judicial admissions prove the early
cryshllization of the dispute. As established in the preceding
argument, Tandag officially admitted the existence of the 1919

Joint Resolution and its original boundary at Kilometer 6 to
Cambating Mountain. Because the dispute over this historical
boundary was already actively contested by the municipalities
long before the 1960s, any subsequent unilateral survey

commissioned by Tandag is heavily self-serving;

25,Therefore, Tandag's1967 Cadashal Map is legally classified as

poshdispute evidence. Under the shict standard of the lulakati
ruling, it must be stripped of its presumption of regularity and

accorded "little to no probative value". A contested technical

document that bears an explicit annotation of an active, pre-

existing boundary dispute cannot be used by this Honorable
Court as the absolute basis to settle the very dispute it
acknowledges.

PI{AYER
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WHEREFORE, [:renrises consiclerecl, Petitioner-Appellant
MUNICIPALITY oF TAGO respectfully prays that tlris Honorable
Court:

1. RECONSIDER and SET ASIDE its Decision dated April 15,

2026;

2. REVERSE Resolution No. '1557-24 of the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur; and

3' DECLARE the disputed 309.1530 hectares as forming part of
the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality of Tago.

Other relief and remedies as are just and equitable, are

likewise prayed for.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED

Tago, Surigao del Sur May 4,2026

DIAZLAWOFFICE
(Counsel for the Petitione$
Purok Sandiya, Victori+ Tago,
Surigao del Sur
Office Tel. No. 085-214-5816
lvlobile Phone: 0912-707 -7564

E-mail add: diazlawofficeoftagosds@gmail.com

By,

IBP No. - u,/a6/2026
PTR No: 2049898- A7 / 05 / 2026

Province of Surigao del Sur

MCLE Compliance No. VIII- 002fru5

c
r
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IODETLE CIITIIS c. CTJANAT{
Roll No.748n
IBP No. 478441,-11 I n / 2A24
PTR No. 2049900-01 I 05 I 2026

Province of Surigao del Sur
MCLE EXEMPTION No.-VIII-8EP002245

GLOU DTAMOND D. DESTAJO

Roll No.9n23
IBP No. 569126:tz / n / 2025

PTR No. 20502e5-01 / \s I 2026

Province of Surigao del Sur
MCLE EXEMPTION (New lawyer)

LUCRTZ IEWELA D. ORZALES

Roll No.92940

IBP No. snn| -D/271202s
PTR No. 2049899- 0U 0s I n26

Province of Surigao del Sur

MCLE EXEMPTION (New lawyer)

Capy Furnished:

HON. ROXANNEPIMENTEL
City tvlayor
Tandag City, Surigao delSur

RL ,l73 0r.,b e00 zI
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IN TIIE }TATTLR OT
SETTLNI\IIiNT OT I!'UNICIPAL
BOUNDARY DISPUTN
NIiTWTIN TUE
}fUMCIPALITIES OT TAGO
AND TANDAG (NOly CITY OF
TAN[IAG), TItrS PROVINCE

MUMCTPALITY Or TAGO,
Pa*;ona-,ltpcll,tu,

ClHl, CAq[ liO &:lt-l!

-y.Zsus-

MUMCIPALITY OP TANDAG
(NOW CITY OFTANDAG),

Rcqradctt-AVylttt

COMMENT/OPPOSITION
(to Peti ti o fi er-Ap pe I la n t's Mo t ion fo r Reco ns i de ro t i o n)

PREFATORY STATEMENT

The Motion for Reconsideration raises no new faaual or lcgat
matkr waranting the reversat or modilication of this Honorable
Court's Decision dated l5 April 2A26.

Petitioner-appellant merely reiterates arguments already
considered and conectly rejected by both the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan and this Honorable Court. It again asks the Court
to disregard duty approved cadastral and oflicial technical records
in favor of unilateral local resolutions, tax declarations, permits,
affidavits, and alleged administrative practice which, under
settled jurisprudence, do not establish municipal hundaries as a
ma[er of law.

Petitioner-appellant likewise continues to rely on an alleged l919
Joint Resolution whose existence, authenticity, due execution,

AHNEX \,V
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and evirlcnliary admissrbilrty were ne!eI tompetenlI7 eltalrlrlhc{
in the procccdinBt bclow.

Worse, the Motion itself suffers from a subslanttal procedural

infirmity for failure of proper service upon counscl of record.

despite pelitioner.appellant's full knowledge of lhe offrci.tl
electronic mail address expr$sly designated by the unrlelsig,ned

in thc Formal lintry of Appcarancc lilcd before this llonor.rhle
Court.

I'hc Motion ultimately rests on a misapplication of junsprudt'occ
and a mers disagrecment with the Court's apprectation of
evidence. Such disagreement does not constitute reversible error.

Accordingly, the Motion for Reconsideration desewcs denial for
utter lack of merit.

RespondenrAppellee, CIIY OF TAIYDAG, through the undcrsigned counsel,
unto this Honorable Court, respectfully submits this Comment/Opposition and
states that:

TIMELINESS
SERYICE

AI..ID DETECTryE

Respondent-Appellee likewise respectfully calls attention to the procedural defea
attending petitioner-appella nt's Motion for Recons iderat ion.

Respondent-Appellee received a copy of the Decision dated l5 April 2A26 through
electronic mail on 16 April 2026. However, up to the filing of this
Comment/Opposition, no copy of the Motion for Reconsideration had been
validly served upon the undersigned counsel through the oflicial elecfionic mail
address designated on record.

Instead, petitioner-appellant ransmitted a copy thereof only to
"l8u.tanda8citvir gmail.com," the general electronic mail address o[ the City
Government of Tandag, on M May 2026 at 5:32 P.M., as shownby the electronic
mail attached hereto as Annex'tlrr.

I.



While resJrondcnt-appellee evenlually became awate r.rf thc Nkrlrrn througlt l.tr.t
generat email address, such circurnstance does not cure the dcfectrre trn'l(r n{rr

$ub$titute for proper $crvrce upon counrl o[ rrold ar exptesrly rcqurrcd untler

Sections 2, 3, and 5 of Rule l3 of the Rulet of Court.

The Formal Entry of Appearancc fited before this Ilonorable Court erpresrlv
designated "islrrdl;li(onltg)'ahoti.eom" ai lhe oflicial electronrc marl adnlress

whcre all orders, noticcs, plcadings, and otlrcr proceslcs should be scncd. l'iot.thly,

Jrctitioner.appellant was fully aware of such designated eleclronrc mltl .tddrtsr.
having prcviously furnished respondent-appellec throug,h thc same cffi.lrl adtlrmr
in prior pleadings and submissions before this Ilonorable Court.

Settled jurisprudence holds that where a pany is representcd by counscl, scrvr(c
upon the party instcad of counscl of record docs nol conslitute vllid servict'.
(Benado v. Coart of lpeot1 G.R. No. l?/f,;Gl, 05 Jurc l99t; &** Trz,lr
Enlcrtoinmanlr lnc, v, Rlcafort, G,R' No. t32fi!7r05 Au$st l99t).

More importantly, the defective service materially prejudic'ed respondcnt-apgrllcc,
considering, the limited period available to study, prepare, and file thc prescnt
Comment/Opposition. Proper service upon counsel is not an empty proccdural
formaliry but an essential qlmponent of due process intended to ensure orderly
litigation and timely notice to the party's authorized legal representative.

Accordingly, the Motion for Reconsideration suflen from a substantial procedural
inlirmtty for failure of proper service upon couruel of record.

II. THE COI,'RT CONRECTLY SUSTAINED
TEE FINDINGS OF TEE
SAhIGGI'hIIANG PAhII.A,LAWIGAN
BECAUSE THEY ARE STJPPORTED BY
ST]BSTANTIAL EYTDENCE

Petitioner-appellant's claim that this Honorable Court applied the wrong standard
of review is misplaced.

This case originated from the quasi-judicial determination of the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan under Sections tl8 and ll9 of the Local Govemment Code.
Accordingly, the Coun was not requircd to disrcgord thc factual frndings of the
provincial body and conduct an entirely fresh determination of the conuoversy.

Settled jurisprudence holds that hctual findings of administrative and quasi-
judicial bodies acting within their comp€tence are accorded great respect and will



not tre disturbed when supported by rutrstantral evidcn(e (llunitiplity t{ Sta. fc
v. thairiplity af lritoo, G.R. No. 140471,21 $cptcmbct 2fi71

Thus, the decisive issue before this llonorabte Court wag *'hrthar the findrng.s of
the Sangguniang l,anlalawigan $'ere supported by substanlral errdcnie .tnd

consistent with govcrning law and jurisprudencc.

The assailed Dccision corrcctly answered that qucstion in the affirmrtrt c

Contrary to petitioner-appellant's assertion, the Court did not disrcg.rrtl tltc rulc orr
prcponderancr of evidcnce. Thc Court still evaluated f'etitioner-d[ryslldn1'*
evidence and correctly found it insuflicient to overcome the superior evrdentlrry
valuc of the ollicial cadastral surveys, technical records, and govt'rnmenlal act.r

relied upon by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan.

Ultimately, petitioner-appellant merely disagrees with the Court's appreciation of
evidence. Such disagreement does not constitute reversible enor.

ITT. THE ALLEGED I9I9 IOINT
RESOLUIION WAS CONNECTLY
NE.IECTED TOR FAILT'RE OF
AUTMNTICATION AND
COMPETENT PRESENTATION

Petitioner-appellant's reliance on the alleged l9l9 Joint Resolution remains fatally
&fective.

To this day, petitioner-appellant has faited to competently establish the document's
existence, due execution, authenticity, and admissibility. No properly
aulhenticated copy was formally presented, identilied and established during the
proccedings before the Sa nggu niang Pa nlalawiga n.

The Court therefore conecdy refused to accord the alleged document evidentiary
weight.

Under Rule 132 of the Rules of Court, documentary evidence must lirst be
authenticated before it may be received and relied upon. Mere references to a
document, or derivative statements allegedly based thereon, do not dispense with
the requirement of competent authentication.



lnterestingly, Petitioner-ap;rllant attemplr to crrcumvent thr f.rtal defert hy
invoking supposed ".;udicial adrnirsinnr" allegcdly arisrng from Sangg,unr,rn;l
Bayan Resolution No. E8-81.

I"he argurncnt fails.

Fint, f,esolution No. tt-tl ir no( r jrdicirl edmirgion undcr R,ulc ll9 cf rlr
Rules of Court. A judicial admission must be categrtrral and made in the cour$r
of thc samc judicial or quasi-judicial procceding. Ccrtainly thcrcfore, a dccadcs.old
municipat resolution is plainly not th€ judicial admission contemphted by the
Rules.

furrd, even assuming argucndo that prior refcrcncer to thc allcged l9l9 Jornt
Resolution existed, such references cannot subctitute for proof of thc doc'ument
itsclf. A party cannot prove the contents and legal eflect of a documcnt ncvcr
properly authenticated and formally presented in evidence.

Petitioner-appcllant cannot now attribute to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan its own
failure to properly authenticate and formally establish the allegcd l919 dxumcnt.

Third, municipal resolutions cannot legally establish or amend tcnitorial
boundaries.

That issue has long been settled. ln Muriciplily of Naav Ero v. hluaiciptlity of
Marcos, G.R. No. 169435, 27 February 2008, the Supreme Court categorically
ruled that territorial botrndaries are detcrrrincd by thc law creating tfre political
subdivisions concrcrncd, not by unilateral local rcsolutioas or administntive
assertions. Any alteration inconsistent with the creating law amounts to an
amendment which only Congress may undertake.

Petitioner-appellant's theory would improperly allow local resolutions and
unilateral assertions to prevail over oflicial technical records and statutory
tenitorial determinations.

Jurisprudence does not permit such result.

rJ, TITE 1967 TAIVDAG CADASTRAL },[AP
REMAIN$ TIIE MOST RELIABLE,
TECEMCAT EVIDENCE ON NECORD

Petitioner-appellant's afiack on the t967 Tandag Cadastre is legally untenable.
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Interestingly, Petitioner-appellant atlempts to circurnvent this fatat defect by
invoking supposed "judiciat admissions" allegedly arising from Sangguniani
Bayan Resolution No. EE-81.

The argument fails.

First, Resotution No. 8t.tl is not e Judiciel edmiscion under Rulc 129 d tlp
Rules of Coun. A judicial admission musl be categorical and ma& in the counir
ofthe samc judkial or quasi-judicial procecding.Certainly therefore, a dccadcs-old
municipal resolution is plainly not the judicial admission contemplated by rhe
Rules.

kond, even assuming arguendo that prior refererrces to the alleged lgl9 Joinr
Resolution existed, such references cannot subctitute for proof of the docurncnt
iself. A party cannot prove the contents and legal effect of a document ncvcr
properly authenticated and formally presented in evidence.

Petitioner-appellant cannot now attribute to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan its own
failure to properly authenticate and formally establish the alleged l9l9 document.

Third, municipat resolutions cannot lega[y establish or amend tenitorial
boundaries.

That issue has long been scttled. In Maaiciplity of Nuao Etz v, Maaiciylity of
Morcos, G.R. No. 169[35r 27 FebruarT z0iJii., the Supreme Court categorically
ruIed that territoriel boundaries ane deterndned by thc taw creeting thc political
subdivisioru conccnrcd, no{ by unilatcral local resotutions or adnrinlstrativc
asscrtioos. Any alteration inconsistent with the creating law amounts to an
amendment which only Congress rnay undenake.

Petitioner-appellant's theory would improperly allow local resolutions and
unil,ateral assertions to prevail over oflicial technical records and statutory
territorial determinatio ns.

Jurisprudence does not permit such result.

ry. THE 1967 TAI{DAG CADASTRAL MAP
REMAINS TIIE MOST RELTABLE
TECENICAL EVTDENCE ON RECORD

Petitioner-appellant's attack on the 1967 Tandag Cadastre is legatly untenable.



The annotatian 'sclalmed by tfu Manktpoltty of Togo" does not invalidate thc
cadastral survey, destroy its oflicial character, or convert it into worthless post.
dispute eviderrce.

As correoJy held by this llonorable Court, the notation rmreJy ecknowlsdgcg (Sc
e$stence of an a4yersc claim during the ryrvejr.proceSq. It is noJ an a4iqdice$oq
rFcognizing petiti o ner- agpe I I ant' s te ni tori al juri sd i cti o n.

Petitioner-appellant gravely misapplies the Critical Date Doctrine discussed
nMwtcipfity oI Mokoti v. Municipeltty of Toguig, G.R. No' 235316, 0l
Decernber 2021.

Surely, the doctrine discussed therein does not nulliff official cadasual surveys
undertaken by competent government authorities. The doctrine merely recognizes
that selGserving acts Mormed after the crystallization of a dispute may bc
accor&d diminished widcntiary wcight. It docs not eras€ the prcsumption of
regularity anaching to oflicial technicat government records.

Moreover, petitioner-appella nt's theory is intemally incons iste nt.

It simuluneously relies upon the aanotation appearing in the cadastral map while
rejeaing the cadastral map iself. The annotation cannot be detached from the
ofticial technical document in which it appears.

More importantly, this Honorable Court correctly ruled that cadastrd surveys
prevail over tax dcclarations, permits, affidavits, i$sessor cefiifications, and alleged
administrative practie.

Indeed, tax dectarations are not conclusive proof of ownership, much less tenitorial
jurisdiction. Likewise, administrative acts based on mistaken assumptions of
territorial authority cannot legatly redefine municipal boundaries.

As held in hrangty fungaloag v, ktaagay Maguilwn, G.R. No. 15921{, 16 April
2008, cadasual survey maps approved by competcnt government authorities
prevail over tax delarations and local administrative assertions,

Thus, the cadastral survey, having been preparcd and approved by competent
govertmeru authorities in the regular discharge of oflicial functions, enjoys
substantial widcnriary weight. Administrative practicc caturot amend territorial
boundaries frxed by law and reflected in official technical surveys. Even prolonged
exercise of administrative functions over an area does not legalize an erroneous
assumption of territoriat authoriry.



V. N-A. NO. 8T39 DOES NOT ESTABLISII
TAGO'S TERRITOruAL JI,'RISDICTION
O1IER TIIE DISPUTED AREA

Petitioner-appellant's reliancre on R.A. No. 8139 is misplaced,

As conectly observed by both the Sangguniang Panlalawigan and this Honorable
Court, the statute does not purport to define, amend, or adjudicate the territorial
boundary benreen Tandag and Tago.

At most, the law contains an incidental geographic reference rclating to the location
of an educational institution. Such reference cannot prevail over duly approved
cadashal surveys and ollicial technical records.

By contrast, several statutes consistently recognize the educational institution as

located in Tandag, inctuding RA. Nos. 7377 ,75W, 86.28, and 9998.

These contemporaneous legislative references substantially support respondent-
appellee's position.

VI. TEE MOTION FOR NECONSIDERATION
MERELY NE"ITERATES ARGT.'MENTS
ALREADYRESOLVED

The present Motion for Reconsideration merely rehashes iuguments alleady
thoroughly coruidered and rejectedbyboth the SangguniangPanlalawigan and this
Honorable Court.

Petitioner-appellant sirnply reircrarcs its daims regarding the alleged l9l9 Joint
Resolution, Resolution No. 88-81, cadastral annotations, tax dcclarations, permits,
affidavits, and alleged historical administrative practice.

No new evidence was presented.
No supervening event was aUeged.
No palpable error of law or hct was &monstrated.

A motion for reconsi&ration is not intended to provide a losing party an
unrestricted opportunity to relitigate issues already passed upon by the Court.
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PETMONER.APPEII.AI{T MUMCIPAI,JTY OF TAC0, bY
and through the urdersigned (!unlel, unto this Honorable Court
most reqprdully liles ttts Caowtnt to Respondent-Appellee- -r
Comnnnt/Oppositbn dated l'L)r 12, W76, ad ayen tle
following:

T T}IB ALIJGED PROCEDI,'RAL
INFIRMITY I5 A NON.ISSI,'E
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CAICH MITE
Off{UAND, AND RESNONDTil'T.
AM"I.EB }TAS @MMITIED A,Y
ENNON TY RETYINO C[.I A
IT,IEAPPI"IED n nEP[t DE]rc? .

t. Rorpondent Appellc rttrnFtr to hrw Pai*rrr.
Appllrnt'r tMtu, for Rawuri&rttq, (MR) dirmisal
ouuiglrt on r hyperhctnkatiqc 0ut thc $lR rr *rved rr
tho offldd S6rp?d anail rddnsc o{ thc Gtt Cr".rnfiE rt ol
Tmdrg rrttrr 0rm th. prsonal enuil o{ ir counccl;

l, Ith pmrnlumltfixl muil fuilfix tro ;l*ntq rGi]tfr]r;

r. Ebt, n rpmd€n[.Appdlce ilfftlrd rr pr+dke
therc wel tryer rny inffiion on ttre Frt of
Petidorrr-Appellurt r otdr oppoolrg rotxucl off-
guild ot unlnfonned fu Rcrpordmt-App.thc lts ll
crflicitly dmitsd qr p.tc 3 o, ib
Conna*/Oppocttlon'Wlrik rwpadafuppllc
a,a*ully 0rcrt E .wrttc d t a tfu, fitfiu7h eN
Sr,n€al antit .ddn r...', Bccrur Raponknt
Appdhe *turlly hom.r.re rnrl wrs rHc b filr r
comprdrmlve &F3c Cmwa{Oppclfu, tht
purpo* of 0rc ruler on r€rid.!-whkh b r rfford thr
advertc prrty rn opportunity b be hcrrd-wu fully
achia,ed. The diffcrsrt in the erull rddrer:er b r
non-issue;

b. Smn& tlE fnrbFrercc drd by Rcpoadart
Appdb b nlpporl it prcccdunt rthcl b grody
ml$pdled. To conyince [rig Honoratile Court to
dismiss Petitiomr.Appellant's M& Rerpondent-
Appellee clted tlrc ese of fuurdo y. Calrt {
Appeh (GR No 12{ff,l,(5lun lS} claiming lt
rules that servke upon the Frty insEad of the counsel
does not cqrstitute valid s€$ke;

3. A reading of the actual Suprenu Court decision n krrurdo
v. &tttt of Appab (whictt was pn mulgaed on Nlty tl,
2lIH, notlune 119S) reveals that it has abeoluHly mhhg
b do with the service of pteadings or Rule 13 of &e Rules of
Court \ls futurdo case is an administrative dixiplinary
cax involving a bank employee who was found guilty of
grave mirqrduct for engaging in private business and

Conmrnt
l,twlclrr/liflolfW

Pqc I ol9
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hlsrfying e Treaeurcy'g Alfldavit To clte I case about bank
fraud and present it to thls Honorable Court as

lurlspmdmce on the mles of servlae of pleadlngs destsoys

the credibility of the entlre Comment/Oppaltion, fmm the

RapndariapW
4, Respondent-Appellee also ctted bler Tam etwhnmg

fir. u Rlarfu (G.R. No. 132fi4' However, this case is

Uk€tryise mieapplied. fular Tam deale exclusively wlth tlc
mardabry nature of ptsorul svke ovs *rttfu by mall,

and the requlrrement of a writEl erplanadon under Secfion

11, Rule 13. It does rpt rule that an email racelved by a dient
and frrwarded m ib counsel consdtubs a hal defective

service;

tr. RESFOI{DEhIT.APFB..tEB
MISISED W 10
SHIETD THE SAhIGGT'NIANG
PW RESOLUIION
rRoM rRoPm JUDICIAL RE\[Erry.

5. Respondmt'Appellee asserts ttrat &b Honorable Court
correctly applied the "substanHal evidence" shndard to
srctain the Sarygrxriang Panlalawigan Fq, citing
MnidNttf dfib. fe n furrldpalltt, of Aribo (G.R No.
7447*nSepm*er W4;

6. Agakt wi& all due Esp€ct, Respondent-Appellee
misquoEd the Supreme C.ourt Nowhere h ttre Sta, Fe v.

Ntao decision did the Supreme Court rule that the SPs
fit dings in boundary dispubs are binding upon tre RTC if
supporEd by "subotantial evidmce." The bue ruling in Sb.
.Fe was purely about iurisdiction-specifically, ttrat ttre Local
Covemment Code of 7W tsansferred the orlgitul
Juridlctian over boundary dispubs to the &ngguniang
Panldawigan, leaving the RTC wlth appellaE jurisdictioa

7. ts an appellate court under Section 119 of the Ircal
Govemment C-ode, this Hononble Court has the duty to
fully revierv the facE. The SP commitEd a grave

misappreciation of facb when it ignored Respondent-

AppellCs own admissions and rclied on a contesed map
with this Court may legally reverser

forucnt
MnlffWfirydTgoo

PqcSoll
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m. s 1967

CAI}ASITAI MAP IS N.AN'BD
AI{D CAhINOT BB SAI'ED BY THB
SA}IGAI.ANG DOCTRINE

8. Respondent-Appellee argue that its 1967 Cadastrd Map is
the most rdlable tsctrnlcal evldence on recotrd, citing
Eerangay Stngalrlrg n Berugny fntgnllw, (which

Respondent-Appellee ctbd wlth the wrong G.R. number and
date; the actuat case ie G.R, No lWIg\ Destber BrML
Repondent-Appellee daims thls case proves cadastsal maps
prevail over hx declaradons;

9. Petitioner-Appellant doea not dispute the general rule in
furgalarlg hov,rerrer, Respondent-Appellee convmimdy
ignores the orception: a cadastsal map only prwails if it
enioys dre prcuurption of rcguladty ard is rrndispuEd. Ilre
1967 CadsBtsal map relted upon by Rcspmdart-Appellee ir
hlghly heguls 8nd he"rlly dispubd.

a. The map iself contains a lienl disclaimer shting it is
'dalN by the Mnldpllty ol Tago';

b. More imporantlp Pedtimr-Appellant submithd the
dwom affidavit of Engr, Trazon B. Guda, a geodetic
engineer, who atBEd that during the 1962 PL9n0
sunley, residents of Respordent-Appellee vehemently
resisted tre survey and physically moved the
borurdary marlcers at nigh$

10. A cadasral map whose very marters woe manipulaH by
the claimkrg party at night, and which bears an official
arnotation of a competing claiur, is stsipped of its
presumption of regularity. It cannot hide behind the
Sangalang dockine to defeat Petitioner-Appellan(s decades

of actual cqrtinuou adminishative iuisdiction tax
declaradors, and the issuance of building p€rmiB for the

staE college ibelf;

rv. Ms 1981

ADMISSION IS NgT AI{
"ALIERAIIO}I" OT BOUI{DARIE$

11. Respondent-Appellee cies Muiciflity of Nueuz En u
ifurrd@ltf of lr{atws(G.R No. 16,9[35, U febnnry m0S)

Coruuatt
Murtldqsityotlogo

Prjc4 of9
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to argue &at territortsl boundarieg canrlot be deerrnined or
amendd by unlhenl locd regoludotts;

12 It should be noted that PeH$ons-Appellent ls mt arguing
trat Respondent-Appcllee'e Srnggunirng Bayrn Resoludm
No. 8&E1 sutad or aletd the boundary. Petitiomr-
Appellant is presenting Resolutlon No. 8881 as a binding
judidal rnd exbrludlcld admhlon of a historkal fxr In
that 1981 resolutloru Respordent-Appellee voluntarily end
offlctrlly confessed thit 'ffr orlgiml boudery fuH,
Tandag and Tryo is kllonets 6 to Cambathg Mountaln'
but dut lt unllaErally declded to '*ttle down to tle
highwayawbg';

13. As ruled ln Nueva Era, bourdarlec are deernrirpd ry fu
law catlng the poliUcal guHlvislons. Execufive Order hlo.
{1 separaed Petitioner-Appetlant hom Respodail-
Appellee ln 1919. Reepordent-Appellee's l$l admbsbn is
unrely evidurtiary proof of where hat cighsl, legdly
oeaed bomdary was achrally tocahd before Respmdmt-
Appelle dedd€d to unilakally usurp Petitioner-
Appellant's bnibry for ib own convenisrce;

V. TT{E CRfiICAL DATE DOCTRINE
PESTECTLY ITWAIIDA1SS

1967
ilIAP.

14. Repondent-Appellee accuses Petitioner-AppeUant of
misapplying the Crifical Date Doctrine from MunHpelity of
Ifiakad u Mnicipallty of Tagaig (G.e No. 235316, VL

Deoes$er ZcZ\, Resporrdurt-Appellee claims fte docHne
does not erase the presumption of r€gplarity of offidal maps;

15. On the cnntsaryr the Mal<adcase explicitly dictrteg that the
"critical daE' is tre momsrt the diapuE hes crysbllized-
when the parties were put on notic of ttreir contending
claim. Acts perforrred aler this dac to improve a parq/s
legal position have little b no probative value;

16. Respondent-Appellee's 1957 Cadastral Map explkitly bears
the annotadan 'claimd bf tlv MmiclNiy of Tago',Ihis
is doormenary proof that the dispute had already
crysallized bforc or dw*g l9f/. Therefore, ttrc 1967

Cadasral Survey is classified as poetdispue, self*erving

ffi
P;r5 ol9
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/'
evidence comnrissioud by Respondent'lpp.tlo to lmprove

its tsnitcrlal claim. un&i the suict application af Malud u.

Tryigit must be accorded litde to no prcbative vdue'

vt MSCLAIM
OF 'FAILURB OF
AMISAT.IBRROR
BEA{USB T}IB SAT.IGGIJNTANG
PAI.ILALAWIGAI.I BItrASED THB
ilIAI{DATORY FORT{AL TAIAI"
AI{D Tl{B tng ,olhn
RESOLUIION WAS ATREADY

IT,IDICXAITY ADMITTED.

17. In Paragnph III of ia &runent/Oppcldon Respondart-
Appellee aiserts that the alleged 1919 loint Resolution was
corrccdy leieced because Petitioner-Appetlant fafled b
formally present and authendcate it under Rule 132 of Sre
Rules of C-ourt This argument is procedunlly and
wtdendary f,8ure4

18. First, Recpodent-Ap,pellee convanimtly igrrores &re fact
that the SP itsdf failed to conduct a "formal tsiat' which is
oglidtly mandacd W Section 118(e) of the Lml
Covernnsrt C-ode (RA. No. n60)'. A rerrierp of $e
adminisfafive records rcveab that the 5P never conducEd
an evidentiary hea&g aimed at the identification, urarking,
and auttrentication of documene, Instead, the SP medy
requircd tre pardea to submit Posltion Papere in 206, and
yeart lat€r tn lurc 204, bsued a sunmaly ffier dircc6ng
the submission of additional evidence before prematurely
submitting the crse for resolution. It is a gnrre denid of due

Process to strictly penalize Pedtioner-Appellant for failing to

I ffi 118. lur*dictiaut RnpttWiy tor *tthnent d budaty Dqryrar- -
Boundary dkputse betrueen rnd rmong bcal go,emment unlB rhatl rc srudr rs
pcsiHq, be s€drd amlobly. To Erls end:

B

(e) In tre arcnt 0rc crnggunlrn fiib O ctrC rn urhblc refilcnrart wi8dn drty (CI)
aays ftm &r drts fu dbpnra wrr refened thcrtq, it rhrll imrc r crrdficrEoo to
ltrt c&ct lhgeder, Ere dlsputs ,h.ll be hrsrrly tsld by Br! $nggunfm
cmerd wlich rhrll ddd! Un lrlnrc wtlhh dxt,, (60) dryr frcm trc d.b of &e
crrtfioHdr nffi babova

Conurnt
tttufrt$ttyallry
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on ruthcnticotlon to clscape its own bindlng admissioru
agoinst intercst.

PRAY3R

}VIIHEFORB, premises consldered, Petltloner-Appellant

resprecfully prays that thts Honorable Court NOIB thisC.omrnenb

DISREGARD Respondent-Apptllee'g Comment/Opposltion for
relylng on fabricated and misapplled iurisprudence, and GRANI
PetiHoner-Appellant'e Motion for Reconsideration, revening the

assailed Declslon and declarlng the dispued 3@.1530 hectares as

forming part of the territorial jurisdiction of the Petitionen-

Appellant Municipality of Tago.

Other relief and rcmedies as are iust and equitable, are
likerryise prayed for.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED.

Tago Surigao del Sur. Muy ZO, 2026.

DIAZI^AWOEFICB
(Counxl for the Rapondant)
Purok Sandiya, Victoria, Tago,

Surigao del Sur
Office Tel. No. 08&21{"5815

Mobile Phone: 09[79615032

Bmail add: diazlawodficeoftoEtnd$gmail.com

8yt rr

IBP No. - au0612u26
PIR No: Utr989e m/05/2$26

Provincr of Surigao del Sur

MCLE Compliance No. V[I- 0027nS

Corrrrtrcnt

Munklpol[tyof Togo
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Ca,pylumlshed:

ATTr. JANISSA DzurcNA
TandagCity, Surigao del Sur
iss adelicona@ya hoo.com

LUCRIZTEWBLA D. OR2ll{LEs

Roll No. 82940

IBP No. 5nn0 - n/nlwzs
PTR No. 2M98W- U, / A5 / 2g7i

Province of Surigao del Sur

MCLE DGMP'IION (New latryer)

GLOU DIAMOI{D D. DESTAIO

Roll No. gZItL?

IBPNo. fiwS-7212,/w7s
PIR No. ?460lr;--$U1V2A26

Provirce of Surigao del Sur
MCLE PGMPTION (New lawyel

RL 2t7 301 549 ZZ
[llillllilumilllll[llllllluiltlu

HON. ROXAAINEPIMENTEL
City Mayor
TandagGty, Surigao del Sur
I eu.tandaeciW@s rna i l.com

-

RL 217 301 552 ZZ
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: - Republic of the Philippircs '"'-
PROVINCE OF SURIGAO DEL SUR

Tadag CiU

Irffimx m lrmffitxe ?txuunrrx
(O{Iice of thc Provincial Council)

REPORT
COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARY SETTLEIIEM

Df,,CEMBER t2,2{n3

RECALENDARED FOR ANOTIIER COMMITTEE MEETTNG:

Boundary dispute bctween Tandag City and Tago, Surigno del Sur.
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June 15,2026

Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Province of Surigao del Sur
2F Legislative Building, Capitol Hills

Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

Attention Atty. Edgar G. Perez l!

Secretary to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan

Dear Atty. Perez

ln the Matter of Settlement of Municioal Boundarv Dispute Between
Municipalities of Taqo and Tandaq (now Citv of Tandaql. Suriqao del Sur

We are counsel for the Municipality of Tago, Surigao del Sur ("Tago")

We write in relation to the subject case, which was resolved by the Sanggunian
Panlalawigan of Surigao del Sur (SDS) on January 30,2024 through Resolution No. 1557-

24.

We wish to request one leqible coov each, unless specified herein, of the following

documents with complete annexes, in support of Tago's Petition for Review before the Court

of Appeals (CA):

ANDRES R. NARVASA

Ch; 'lice, Supreme r

A1*"*31'

GLORTAA. FORTUN t
(1 999.2018)
Special Counsel

MAKATI
23F, Multinational
Bancorporation Centre

6805 Ayala Avenue

Makati City 1226 Philippines

MAILING ADORESS
MCPO Box 2697

Makati City'1200 Philippines

E.i,lAl L info@fnslaw.com.ph
WEBSITE www.f nslaw.com.ph
TELEPHONE (632) 88r2.8670

CHINA

Fortun Nawasa E Salazar
(H.K.) Services Limited
16F, Unit C.2, United Centre

95 Queensway, Hong Kong, China
El' ecsalazar@fnslaw.com.ph
T* ,ONE (852) 2s20.,l976
rel-EFncsrNrre (8s2) 2s6s.s79o

FORTUN
NARVASA
SALAZAR

AHi{EX Y

1. Resolution No. 161, series of 2004 issued by the Municipality of Tago

2. Notice of Preliminary Conference which was conducted on December 6, 2004

3. Position Paper of Tago dated February 14,2005

4. Position Paper of the City of Tandag ("Tandag") dated March 29, 2005

5. Addendum to Position Paper of Tandag dated June 20, 2005

6. Resolution No. PB 009 series of 2015 dated January 13, 2015 issued by Municipality

of Tago

7. Resolution No.777-15 dated February 10,2015 issued by the Sangguniang

Panlalawigan

8. Order of the Committee on Boundary and Settlement dated January 6,2023

9. Supplemental Position Paper of Tandag dated June 29,2023



FORTUN
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10. Committee Report of the Committee on Boundary and Settlement dated December 12,2023. - Two
(2) certified true copies

11. Resolution No. 1557-24 of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan dated January 30,2024 (Decision). - Two
(2) certified true copies

12. Notice of Promulgation dated February 21,2024

13. Motion for Reconsideration filed by Tago dated March 20,2024

14. Resolution No. 1851-24 dated April 8,2024 denying Tago's MR. - Two (2)certified true copies

15. Notice of Appeal filed by Tago dated May 2,2024

16. Order of Committee on Boundary Dispute dated May 6,2024

17 . Resolution No. 1 1934-24 dated May 7, 2024 issued by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan

18. Otherdocuments, papers, exhibits, and evidence submitted by both Tago and Tandag in relation to

the case.

We appreciate receiving the requested documents on or before June 16, 2026, through any of the
personnel of the Office of the Municipality of Tago, specifically Ms. Sheela P. Badiang, since Tago's Appeal

will be due for filing on June 19, 2026.

Thank you for your understanding and kind consideration

Very truly yours,

Kristi R. Ferrer

J Gabriel B. Flores

Hans .,I[. S, Castro
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June 15,2026

Regional Tria! Court- Branch 40
Hall of Justice, Quezon St., Cor. H. Serra St.,

Barangay Bungtod, Tandag City

Attention: Atty. Yul Bernie Luna Curada
Clerk of Court

Dear Atty. Curada:

ln the Matter of Settlement of Municioal Boundaru Dispute Between the Municipalities of
Taoo and Tandaq how CiU of Tandaql. Suioao del Sur

(Civil Case No. 2041 -24)

We are counsel for the Municipality of Tago, Surigao del Sur ("Tago")

We wish to request one leqible copv each, unless specified otherwise, of the
following documents with complete annexes, in support of Tago's Petition for Review before
the Court of Appeals (CA):

1. Tago's Notice of Appealdated May 2,2024

2. Memorandum for Petitioner- Appellant Tago

3. Memorandum for Respondent- Appellee City of Tandag

4. Decision dated April 15,2026 - Two (2) certified true copies

5. Motion for Reconsideration of Tago

6. Court's Order denying the Motion for Reconsideration of Tago - Two (2) certified
true copies

7. All other pleadings, documents, and motions filed in relation to this case

8. All other Orders and Resolutions issued by the Honorable Court in relation to this

case.
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We appreciate receiving the requested documents on or before June 16,2026, through any of the
personnel of the Office of the Municipality of Tago, specifically Ms. Sheela P. Badiang, since Tago's Appeal
will be due for filing on June 19, 2026.

Thank you for your understanding and kind consideration.

Very truly yours,

R. Ferrer

B. Flores

il.
Hans Clarence S. Castro
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FORIT'T,I }IARYASA & SALAZAR

Republic of the Philippines
PROVINCE OF SURIGAO DEL SUR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

2nd Floor. Legislarive Building.
Capitol Hills, Tandag Ciry @ eourisorsur@yahoo.com Q torol2t-58832

inform you that the following documents.ar: not available in our files

.."r"rrLo verification conducted by this o{fice, to wit:

t'

Junc 16.2026

ATTY. KRISTINE R. FERRER
ATTY. JOAQUIN GABRIEL B. FLORES
ATTY. HAIYS CI,ARENCE S. CASTRO
FORTUN NARVASA SALAZAR SERVICES
23lF Multinational Bancorporation Centre
6t105 Ayala Avenue
MakatiCity

ln response thereto, we are respectfutly furnishing copies of the documents available in our
records relevant to your requcsl, lo wit:

Illedam/Sirs:

This has rcference to your lettcr dated June 15, 2026, requesting copies of documents
relative to the boundary dispute between the Municipality of Tago and tfre City of Tandag,
Province ofSurigao del Sur.

\/

However, we regret to r

and records desPite a diligent

we assure you of our continued support and cooperation in this matter'

Very trulY Yours'

E G. PERE,Z II, J.D.

Sanggunian Panlalawigan

Itenr No. Requestcd l)ocuments

3 I 5. 2005:Position of datcd
.t Position

Resolution No. 777-15 dated 10.2015. issued thc1

Ir Order of the Conrnrincc on Boundary and Scttlcment datcd January 6, 2023:

9 Position Paper ofTandag dated June 29. 2023:

l0

n

Comminec Rcport of thc Committee on lloundary and Scttlement dated December 12.

Resolulion No. 1557-24 datcd

2023:

Noticc of Promulgation dated February 21,2024:t2

r3
20.March 2024:T datcdlilcd by agoRr,.consideralionforMotion

Reconsideration:lirrIvlotion'sTago2024.tt.dated-24n5INo.Resolutionl4
2. 1024;Tago datedNoticc of APPcal filcdr5

Ordcr of Cornmittee on 6.2024;Dispute datcdl6
7. 20lrl. issued andthcdatctl934-24No.Rcsolutiont7

rclation to thc casc.

by both Tago and Tandag incvidence submittcd
Other documcnts. Papeni' exhibits. andItt

Documents
Item No.

2004:ofSerics6 INo.,lutionIlcstluSI

Notice of
20G4:6.Dccembcronconducted'onltJrcncc('

2 and200520,uncdatcdPaperPositiontoAddendum5 20 5trfScricsPB-009.No.ResolutionSB6

Secretary to thc

e

of the City of Tandag dated March 29, 2005;

January t0, 2024 (Decision):


